
























ity’s name and the dates it met in the house. 
Local blacksmiths Frank Graves and Dan 
Tokar made the railing and it is attached 
to the house by anchors shaped like a ram’s 
horns. Betty has seen old photos showing 
the Yellow House with shutters and her 
next goal is to see shutters on it again.
 Betty’s involvement as an alumna also 
includes memberships in the Emeritus 
Club, Shepherd University Foundation 
board of directors, Scarborough Society, 
Friends of Music, and Women for Shep-
herd University. She received an honor-
ary doctorate of humanities degree from 
Shepherd during the 2007 commencement 
ceremony, which she considers one of the 
highest honors she’s received. 
 She also funds three scholarships: The 
Virginia Lowe Ramsburg Scholarship 
for West Virginia nursing students, named 
after her sister-in-law who was a nurse, 
and the Elizabeth S. Lowe Scholarship 
for juniors and seniors studying historic 
preservation or history, named for herself, 
through the Shepherd University Founda-
tion and the John D. Lowe ’53 Scholarship 
for secondary education majors in honor 

Above: Betty Lowe’s sorority Phi Sigma Chi contributed $4,000 to pay for the iron 

railing along the front of the Entler-Weltzheimer House that includes the sorority’s 

name and the dates it met in the house. Local blacksmiths Frank Graves and Dan 

Tokar made the railing. 

Inset, right: The railing is attached to the house by anchors shaped like a ram’s horns. 

Betty Lowe (center) was honored at the beginning of the fourth quarter of the homecoming 

game and was escorted to the field by President Suzanne Shipley (r.) and Monica Lingenfelter, 

executive vice president of the Shepherd University Foundation.

of her husband and offered through the Shepherdstown High 
School Alumni Association.
 “It’s for students who need help with tuition so if I can just 
help with a little something I’m glad to,” she said. “I don’t often 
hear from those who get the scholarships but recently someone 
wrote me a nice letter. I’m just so glad that they can use what 
little it is.”
 Betty Lowe has also been active in the business community. 
In 1972 she and her husband started Lowe Products, a mulch 
and soil producer and nurs-
ery, headquartered in Shep-
herdstown that today is run 
by two of her sons, JOHN D. 
LOWE III ’79 and SCOTT M. 
LOWE ’81, and for 23 years she 
worked as a substitute teacher 
in Jefferson County schools.
 When she wasn’t raising 
her four children, teaching, 
or helping run the family busi-
ness, Betty spent much of her 
time researching local history 
and genealogy. In 2003 she 
was recognized as a History 
Hero by the West Virginia 
Division of Culture and His-
tory for, among other things, 
the extensive work she’s done 
researching her own family 
history and the genealogy of 

many other Shepherdstown families. Betty has written or helped 
write four books, including three that focus on branches of her 
family tree. 
 No matter what activities she’s involved in—whether it’s on 
or off campus—Betty continues to pursue some kind of educa-
tion by constantly attending lectures and concerts and taking 
classes. “My philosophy is there is so much to learn. You never 
stop taking classes someplace, somewhere to learn something,” 
she said.   � Cecelia Mason
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Alumni
Engagements
ANNA ZAWACKI ’10 and Jona-
than Skinner were engaged 
August 30, 2014 and will 
be married at The Mansion 
at Valley Country Club in 
Towson, Maryland, on July 
25, 2015.

Weddings
REBBECCA MORRIS ’14 AND 
TYLER MARTIN ’13 were mar-
ried May 24, 2014 at Camp 
Washington Carver in Cliff-
top. Rebbecca is the direc-
tor of activities at Somer-
ford Place, and Tyler is a 
teacher with Jefferson County 
Schools. 

New Arrivals
DANA SALAS NORRIS ’08 and 
husband Drew, a son, Wade 
Alan, born September 15, 
2014. �

Anna Zawacki ’10 and 
Jonathan Skinner

Accounting alumni dinner scheduled April 20
The Accounting Club will host an alumni dinner in the Storer 
Ballroom on Monday, April 20, from 6-8 p.m. This event pro-
vides an opportunity for networking with other alumni work-
ing locally in the accounting field, meeting current Shepherd 
students, and sharing insights with these future accountants. 
 To receive communications and invitations to account-
ing alumni events, send your updated contact information to 
cvance@shepherd.edu and include “Accounting Alumni” in the 
subject line.  
 To stay up to date on the club’s latest activities and events,  
“Like” the group’s page on Facebook, Shepherd University 
Accounting Club. �

Save the date
Upcoming events sponsored by the Alumni Association include:

Professional Connections Day: April 7
Emeritus Luncheon: May 7

Post-Commencement Reception: May 9

Annual alumni golf tournament raises $11k
The Alumni Association hosted another successful alumni golf 
tournament Friday, October 31, 2014 at Cress Creek Golf and 
Country Club, Shepherdstown. The tournament raised more than 
$11,000 which will support various alumni and student pro-
grams and events for the university and the Alumni Association. 
 The Alumni Association thanks sponsors, players, volunteers, 
and golf committee members who contributed to the success of 
the event.
 Members of the winning team were ROB BELL ’00, SHANE 
LANHARDT ’02, DAVE SMITH ’97, and RYAN BYRD ’98. �

 

Alumni Association launches career 
speaker series through Talent Marks

The Shepherd University Alumni Association has been work-
ing to add benefits for all alumni following  the association’s  

transition from a dues paying organization to an organization 
that includes all alumni. You talked, and we listened. Alumni 
Career Community and Career Webinar series by Talent Marks 
will provide the SUAA with the foundation to build a new cat-
egory of services, programming, and tools for alumni and cur-
rent students. 
 This program will benefit current students, recent grads, 
unemployed alumni, and alumni who are planning job changes 
within the next few years. Topics include networking, interview-
ing, building a credible résumé, and how to use Twitter, Face-
book, and LinkedIn to find jobs and expand personal networks. 
 “If just one person is hired after participating in this series, 
it will have more than paid for itself,” said ALEXIS REED ’06 and 
M.B.A. ’13, director of alumni affairs.
 

How the program works:
All participants need is a computer, smart phone, or tablet in 
order to visit alumnicareerservices.org/shepherd or the Services sec-
tion of shepconnect.shepherd.edu. They also can join an ongoing 
discussion about careers, career opportunities, and other ideas 
with fellow alumni. 
 This benefit is free for alumni and current students. Can’t 
make the live webinar? This program offers both live and 
recorded webinars to fit a variety of schedules.
 Looking for something specific? Participants can create a 
personal profile, and career webinars will be suggested for them 
based on their criteria.
 All events are held the first Wednesday of each month, Octo-
ber through June. The SUAA and Talent Marks will send you a 
reminder to register. 

This year’s upcoming Career Speaker Series:

Date Presenter Title

April 1 Tom Rath Use your strengths for a   
   rewarding and satisfying career

May 6 Beth Bridges Five steps to build a powerful and 
   profitable network

June 3 Carole Martin What you don’t know or say in 
   a interview will hold you back �
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Bour named to 
All-Region Team
Senior outside hitter/right 
side Valerie Bour, Wil-
loughby Hills, Ohio, of the 
volleyball team, was named 
to the 2014 Daktronics 
Atlantic Region Volley-
ball Team. She is the first 
Ram to gain All-Region 
honors since Amanda Hall 
in 2009.
 A second team selec-
tion, Bour helped Shepherd 
record a 18-13 mark this 
season. She led the Rams 
in kills (345) and kills per 
set (3.08) and was second 
in digs (329) and aces (33). 
Bour ranked seventh in the 
Mountain East Conference 
in kills. �

Volleyball
The volleyball team completed the season with an 18-13 over-
all mark with a 10-6 record in conference action. The Rams 
advanced to the MEC Tournament semifinals before falling to 
Fairmont State.
 Senior outside hitter/right side Valerie Bour, Willoughby Hills, 
Ohio; freshman opposite Kayleigh Helgesen, Oceanside, Cali-
fornia; senior middle hitter Kayla Motheral, Sterling, Virginia; 
senior setter Taylor Belella, Smithsburg, Maryland; and junior 
libero Samantha Scroggins, Plainfield, Illinois, gained Mountain 
East Conference honors.
 Bour, a first-team selection, led the Rams in kills (333), kills 
per set (3.08), points (392.5), and points per set (3.63). She 
ranked second in digs (320) and aces (32). Bour ranked seventh 
in the MEC in kills per set.
 Helgesen, a second-team choice who was also named to the 
MEC All-Freshman Team, recorded 268 kills with an impres-
sive .299 attack percentage. She is second on the team in points 
(326), points per set (3.08), blocks (78), and third in blocks per 
set (0.74). She ranks fourth in the MEC in attack percentage.
 Motheral, a second-team selection, led the Rams in block 
solos (35), total blocks (104), and blocks per set (1.06). She also 
added 201 kills, 23 digs, six assists, and two aces. Motheral was 
second in the MEC in blocks.
 Belella, an honorable mention choice, topped the Rams in 
assists (1,019) and assists per set (10.19). She added 191 digs, 
51 kills, 13 aces, and 12 blocks. She ranks third in the MEC in 
assists.
 Scroggins, an honorable mention selection, led the Rams in 
digs (406), digs per set (3.98), aces (56), and aces per set (0.57). 
She added 23 kills, 26 assists, and six blocks. Scroggins ranks 
second in the MEC in aces and seventh in digs.

Men’s Soccer
The men’s soccer team finished the season with a 6-11-1 overall 
mark with a 3-9-0 mark in conference action.
 Senior midfielder Kyle Ransom, Shepherdstown; senior 
defender Max Psillas, Hagerstown, Maryland; and junior 
defender Chris Mashinski, LaPlata, Maryland, were named to 
the 2014 All-Mountain East Conference Men’s Soccer Team. 
Ransom gained first team honors, while Psillas and Mashinski 
were honorable mention selections.
 Ransom, a second-team selection last year, led the Rams in 
goals (4), assists (3), and points (11). He had three game-win-
ning goals on the season.
 Psillas, a four-year starter for the Rams, helped anchor a 
Shepherd defense that posted three shutouts and surrendered 
only one goal on four occasions. He recorded one goal for two 
points this season.
 Mashinski, an honorable mention All-Conference choice as 
a freshman, was also a stalwart on defense for the Rams this 
season. He had one goal for two points on the year.

Women’s Soccer
The women’s soccer team finished with a 9-9-1 overall mark 
with a 7-7-0 record in conference play. The Rams advanced to 
the MEC Tournament semifinals before falling to eventual cham-
pion Notre Dame College.
 Senior defender Kelsey N. Smith, Hagerstown, Maryland; 
senior midfielder Kelsey J. Smith, York, Pennsylvania; and fresh-
man defender Regan Stout, Williamsport, Maryland, all gained 
MEC All-Conference honors.
 Kelsey N. Smith played and started in 19 games. Smith was 

Valerie Bour

(continued on page 20)
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Athletics

Ransom gains All-Region and Academic 
All-District soccer honors
Senior midfielder Kyle Ransom, Shepherdstown, pictured above, 
center, was named to the 2014 Daktronics NCAA Division II 
All-Atlantic Region Team. Additionally, Ransom was named to 
the 2014 NCAA Division II Capital One Academic All-District 
II team. Both teams were selected by the region’s sports infor-
mation directors.
 Ransom, a first-team Academic All-District choice, boasts a 
3.45 grade point average as a biology major.
 A second-team All-Atlantic Region selection, he led the Rams 
in goals (4), assists (3), and points (11) this season. �

Big Horn golf tournament nets $9,500
The Big Horn Club Golf Tournament, held September 15, 2014 
at Cress Creek to benefit the men’s basketball team, raised more 
than $9,500 for the basketball scholarship fund. 
 Gold sponsors were Jefferson Security Bank and United Bank.  
Blue sponsors were Center for Orthopedic Excellence, Holtzman 
Propane, Pill & Pill, and Whale of a Wash. Jefferson Distrib-
uting and Shepherd University Dining Services were beverage 
sponsors.  
 Coach Justin Namolik recognized Hank Walter, chair of the 
Big Horn Club, as the driving force behind the annual tour-
nament. Since 2007 the Big Horn Club Golf Tournament has 
grossed more than $120,000. All proceeds from the tourna-
ment pay for room and board expenses for men’s basketball 
student-athletes.
 The winning foursome was Pill & Pill, whose members 
included Gene Linaburg, Rick Pill, John Taylor, and Tony 
Zelenka. The winning foursome received four gift certificates to 
the pro shop at Cress Creek, and the name Pill & Pill was dis-
played on a banner in the Butcher Center this season. The win-
ning team was presented with the Big Horn Trophy in January.  
 The second place finisher was United Bank, whose members 
included Devin McCreery, Ethan Osbourne, Tim Pownell, and 
Joe Sturm. They received four gift certificates to the pro shop at 
Cress Creek.
 This year’s tournament will be held in early September. For 
more information, please contact Hank Walter at hwalter@fron-
tiernet.net or Coach Namolik at 304-671-2319 or jnamolik@
shepherd.edu.  �

second on the team in goals (3) and points (6). She had a team-
best two game-winning goals, including a free kick score in a 
1-0 win over Urbana.
 Kelsey J. Smith played and started in 18 games for the Rams. 
She recorded two goals and an assist for five points. Smith tal-
lied the game-winning goal in a 2-1 win over Wheeling Jesuit.
 Stout started in all 19 games for the Rams. She anchored a 
Shepherd defense that posted six shutouts and allowed just one 
goal on seven other occasions.
 Additionally, freshman midfielder Stephanie Cox, Damascus, 
Maryland, was named to the All-Freshman Team.
 Cox appeared in 19 games with 11 starts. She led the team 
in goals (5) and points (11).

Women’s Tennis
The women’s tennis team finished the season with a 3-9 overall 
record with a 2-5 conference mark. The Rams recorded wins 
over Fairmont State (7-2), Alderson-Broaddus (4-3), and Con-
cord (5-0).
 Senior Katelyn Mumaw, Charles Town, gained second team 
All-MEC honors.

Men’s Golf
The men’s golf team finished third at the MEC Championship 
in a 12-team field.
 Shepherd also placed second in a 10-team field at the Shenan-
doah University Invitational. Sophomore Joey Burkinshaw, Ger-
mantown, Maryland, won medalist honors with a two-round 
total of 142. He earned MEC Player of the Week honors for his 
performance. � Chip Ransom

Fall sports round-up
(continued from page 19)

Head basketball coach Justin Namolik (r.) and Big Horn Golf 

Tournament chair Hank Walter (l.) are shown with members of the 

winning foursome representing Pill & Pill during last September’s 

tournament at Cress Creek.
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Development

Annual Joseph P. McMurran Society dinner 
to be held Saturday, April 25
Each spring, members of the Joseph P. McMurran Society and 
their guests are honored at the organization’s annual dinner recep-
tion. Hosted by President Suzanne Shipley and sponsored by the 
Shepherd University Foundation, the event features a four-course 
dinner prepared by Chef Scott Anderson and Shepherd Catering. 
 This year, the Joseph P. McMurran Society dinner reception will 
be held Saturday, April 25 at 6 p.m. in the atrium of Erma Ora 
Byrd Hall. If you would like to receive an invitation, please con-
tact Monica Lingenfelter at 304-876-5397 or mlingenf@shepherd.
edu. For more information about the Joseph P. McMurran Society, 
visit www.shepherduniversityfoundation.org. 

From the Foundation
The ‘Circus’ is coming to 14th Annual Scarborough Society Gala
The Shepherd University Scarborough Society’s 14th annual gala will invite guests into the 
magical world of enchantment and fantasy depicted in Erin Morgenstern’s novel The Night 
Circus. This year’s event, to be held Friday, August 14 at the Bavarian Inn in Shepherdstown, 
will feature a black and white theme offering a glimpse of the surreal and delightful world of 
Le Cirque des Rêve.
 For more information about the gala, visit www.shepherduniversityfoundation.org. To receive 
an invitation, contact the Foundation offi ce at 304-876-5397.

Interactive planned giving website debuts
The Shepherd University Foundation is proud to debut a new 
planned giving website boasting interactive resources for donors 
and advisors alike, as well as the latest fi nance news, savvy liv-
ing tips, and inspiring donor stories from Shepherd alumni and 
friends. Donors may utilize our planned gift calculator, request a 
Wills Guide, or learn more about wills and bequests through a 
number of helpful tutorial videos. For advisors, we now offer a 
complete tax update service and deduction calculator, as well as 
helpful articles and case studies. To discover all the new site has 
to offer, visit http://shepherdlegacy.org. 

Foundation welcomes � ve new 
members to its board of directors
The Shepherd University Foundation welcomed fi ve new mem-
bers to the board of directors at its annual meeting September 
18, 2014. The new directors, all of whom are alumni, rep-
resent the Foundation and their alma mater from locations 
nationwide. BRIAN K. JACKSON ’87, of Toluca Lake, California, 
is the Alumni Association’s appointed alumnus representative, 
while ROBERT H. JENSENIUS ’72, of York, Pennsylvania; JULIE E. 
ST. MARIE ’84 AND ’85, of Edgewater, Maryland; and ERIC J. 
LEWIS ’95, of Shepherdstown, were each elected to the board. 
Additionally, Dr. Jason Best rejoined the board, having been 
appointed once again as Shepherd University’s faculty repre-
sentative recommended by President Suzanne Shipley.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT  
ABOUT THE FUTURE?
DO YOU HAVE A PLAN?
Some people think that the future will take 
care of itself. Creating a plan is easy with 
the step-by-step Wills Guide.
For more information on the benefits of 
creating a will, trust, or to request our  
FREE Wills Guide, please 
contact us today.

Monica Lingenfelter,  
Executive Vice President
Shepherd University Foundation
P.O. Box 5000  
Shepherdstown, WV  25443  
p:  304/876-5397 

800/344-5231, ext. 5397
e: mlingenf@shepherd.edu
w: shepherdlegacy.org
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A handmade quilt by Phyllis Nichols Rowe illustrating 25 English 

and Scottish ballads was donated to Shepherd’s Appalachian Stud-

ies Program and Scarborough Library. 

Help us plan upcoming 

Women for Shepherd events 

Women for Shepherd University invites 
any interested individuals to attend its 

planning committee meeting on Wednesday, 
May 20 for events to be held in fall 2015 and 
spring 2016. 
 The group has offered many unique oppor-
tunities in its three year existence: a Women 
and Wellness event; a tour of the new Center 
for Creative Arts building and a presentation 
on inspired philanthropy from Impact Austin 
Founder Rebecca Powers; an Embracing Change 
with Style and Grace panel discussion, fashion 
show, and tea; and a Haute Holiday Hostess 
Extravaganza.
 This spring’s event, titled Leaving a Legacy, 
will be held Sunday, April 19, 2-4 p.m., at the 
Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies. 
Don Watts, a professional researcher, will give a 
genealogy presentation. A pictorial presentation 
on historical architecture of Jefferson County 
by John Allen, author of Uncommon Vernacular, 
will follow. 
 The WSU is always looking for new ideas 
in connecting Shepherd with its alumnae and 
friends. Please contact Meg Peterson at the Foun-
dation at 304-876-5021 or email mpeterso@
shepherd.edu by May 1 if you would like to 
attend the planning dinner.
 

Unique in-kind gift of handmade quilt 
illustrates Appalachian folk songs origins  
The Shepherd University Foundation was pleased and honored to 
accept a unique gift of a handmade quilt illustrating 25 English and 
Scottish ballads that are the basis of many Appalachian folk songs. 
 The double-sided quilt was given to Shepherd’s Appalachian 
Studies Program and Scarborough Library by Dr. Martha Dolly, 
a professor at Frostburg State University, whose mother, Phyllis 
Nichols Rowe, created it based on her passion for Appalachia cul-
ture. It features 25 ballads from the Child collection, with 24 scenes 
on the front and one on the back, which is exclusively devoted to 
the ballad of King Orfeo. The quilt is entirely handmade without 
a quilting frame from a design created by Rowe. 
 “The ballad quilt reveals Phyllis Nichols Rowe as a teacher, 
master storyteller, and artist,” said Dr. Sylvia Shurbutt, professor 
of English and coordinator of Shepherd’s Appalachian Studies Pro-
gram, adding, “Rowe accomplished what Thoreau charged us all 
to do—live life artfully.” 
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Horner among the reasons for this growth are the aging of society 
and a greater need for help in health care and substance abuse.
 Shepherd’s social work program is accredited by the Council on 
Social Work Education and graduates must pass a licensing exam. 
Horner said 100 percent of the students passed the exam in 2013, 
and over the years the percentage of students passing is above 90 
percent. That’s compared to about a 76 percent national average.
 The accrediting body requires students to complete 400 hours of 
field placement in order for the program to maintain its accredita-
tion. Shepherd requires more than that, so students have to put in 
600 hours in order to graduate. They work at a variety of agencies 
across the tri-state area, including in public welfare, adult and child 
protective services, area hospitals, and the correctional system.
 Crawley-Woods said this extra real-life experience is a huge 
benefit to graduates. “Our interns do 200 hours above the national 
standard which is one of the reasons I think we’re recognized as a 
program of distinction,” she said.
 Both Crawley-Woods and Horner think it’s particularly impor-
tant for students and professors from the social work program to 
be involved in community projects.
 “It gives legitimacy to our education program in the commu-
nity,” Horner said. “Our students have the opportunity to engage 
in these projects so they see that learning is classroom and field, 
classroom and field, back and forth.”
 “Our motto is Social Welfare Through Social Change, and I 
think it’s really evident on the B.S.W. level,” Crawley-Woods said. 
“We are trying to create agents of change who are going to trans-
form lives not just on the individual level but for communities and 
nations and internationally, too. We have a global perspective that 
we offer our students.”
 “It’s a great source of generative joy for us that we have been 
able to create a program that has nurtured hundreds of young pro-
fessionals and maturing professionals,” Crawley-Woods added.

� Cecelia Mason

Social work program’s four decades of success
(continued from page 5)
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University retirees with emeritus designation attend reunion
Emeriti faculty and staff gathered for a reunion luncheon on Founders Day, October 31, 2014. They are (front row, l. to r.) Jay Stenger, Dr. Charlotte Ander-

son, Dr. Walter Hanak, Jean Elliott ’54, Anne Kerfoot ’66, Dr. Denis Woods, Harry Young, Dr. Jerry Thomas, Dr. Betty Myers, Joan Pope ’73, back row, 

Dr. Richard Latterell, Dr. Dan Starliper ’69, Melinda Landolt ’75, Dr. John Landolt, Dr. John “Quincy” Adams ’71 and ’74, Dr. Rick Gibson, Dr. Mike 

Jacobs, and Karl Wolf ’70. The emeritus designation is awarded to faculty and staff with at least 10 years of service to Shepherd upon retirement.
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