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Department of  Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Sport 
The HPERS department has introduced a new major available to students; Health Promotion and Exercise Science. Roughly 70 have declared the new 

major.  Assistant Professor, Dr. Andro Barnett, was elected as WVAPHERD President in the Fall of 2015. He was also elected to be on the Board of 

Directors for West Virginia Safety Driver Education Association at the 67th Annual Conference to promote a safe school environment. The Athletic 

Department and HPERS gained a few new faces and had a few position changes. Susan Decker joins the department as an adjunct professor teaching 

Principles of Officiating which teaches the fundamental basics of officiating high school basketball and she also teaches GSPE Fitness For Life. Alex 

Hoekstra was named Interim Head Volleyball Coach in the fall of 2015. Hoekstra was formally the assistant from 2014-2015 and teaches GSPE  Fitness 

For Life in the HPERS department. The volleyball team finished 16-17 on their season. Making it to the conference tournament semifinal match, they 

were defeated by 2015 National Champions Wheeling Jesuit. Carla Shepherd joined the staff in fall 2015 as Assistant Softball Coach and Director of 

Game Management. Danielle Easton was named Interim Head Softball Coach after serving as an assistant for 3 seasons. Jenny Cavey joined Athletics at 

the start of the new year as Interim Head Women’s Lacrosse Coach. Lastly, Shatora Lane was named Head Athletic Trainer. The Rams football team 

finished their season as Mountain East Conference Champions and took their talent to Kansas City to battle Grand Valley State in the National 

Championship game where the season ended.  

Department of  Nursing Education 
The 7th annual Nursing Research Conference was held in 

November by the department and the Martinsburg VA 

Medical Center Evidence-Based Research Council.  The 

daylong conference took place on campus and had 130 

attendees and included lectures, awards, and poster displays.   

Three nursing students were each awarded $300 Nursing 

Research Scholarships during the conference.  Stephanie 

Santella and Brianna Kimpel, both of Charles Town, received 

the undergraduate awards based on their exemplary academic 

performance and leadership skills. Connie Willard, Berkeley 

Springs, received the VA award for her exemplary use of 

evidence-based practice skills in the clinical environment. 

The Nursing Education Department had a successful 

accreditation visit in March.  The department met all of the 

required standards.  Representatives from  the American 

Association of Colleges of Nursing (CCNE) and the  WV 

Board of Nursing were on campus simultaneously for a three 

day visit.   

In April, four Shepherd University Student Nursing 

Association students traveled to the National Nurses’ 

Association (NSNA) 64th Annual Convention in Orlando, 

Florida, where they attended focus sessions and delegate 

meetings.  In addition, forty-five nursing leadership students 

visited Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.  They had the 

opportunity to meet several senators and representatives.   

The Shepherd Nursing Relay for Life Team succeeded in 

raising the most money for a team during the Shepherd 

University Relay for Life event on April 8th and 9th.  The 

team led by student Stephanie Santella raised over $4700.00. 

The DNP doctoral program at the Shepherd University 

Martinsburg Center has finished its first year very  

successfully  A new cohort will be starting in the fall of 2016. 

The DNP program offers three areas of concentration for BSN

-qualified nurses: nursing leadership-education, nursing lead-

ership-administration, and nurse practitioner-family nurse 

practitioner.  

 

Department of  Education 
Karin Spencer has formed a partnership in Martinsburg establishing a Promise  

Neighborhood Playgroup.  Students majoring in the new Early Education program get 

experience working with both parents and children as they plan and implement 

weekly activities that will prepare them for their future work as teachers. Becky 

Mercado received an Improving Teacher Quality Grant of more than $50,000 to work 

with Berkeley County Teachers.  Last summer participating teachers attended a week 

long workshop to improve their own writing skills and learn to conduct writing in-

struction using a writer’s workshop model.  Throughout this school year, teachers 

implemented what they learned in their classrooms where elementary education 

teacher candidates were placed. Writing was also emphasized at this year’s Fourth 

Annual Literacy Leaders Conference.  More than 170 teachers and teacher candidates 

participated in a full day of workshops targeting practices to improve literacy teaching 

in pre-K to 12th grade classrooms. Dawne Burke was invited to speak at the 

Shepherdstown Historic Conference Humanities Conference. Her title, “DOOM: 

From the Personal to the Prophetic,” intrigued those who attended.  Additionally, she 

led a group of eight Shepherd Education Graduate students in presenting at Wilson 

College, “Teacher Victimization: A Looming, Yet Dooming National Phenomenon.”  

Georgiann Toole was commissioned by Musica Viva, a 20-member auditioned 

chamber choir in Winchester, VA to compose a set of four settings for piano and choir 

using texts of Emily Dickenson.  It was reported as ‘fantastic’ by the three Shepherd 

faculty members who attended the premier performance on April 17. She is looking 

forward to more of her compositions being performed in Great Britain, summer 2016. 

Dori Hargrove has brought new life to the department regarding science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics education.  She presented at a STEM conference this 

past fall and has been instrumental in reworking the math/science pedagogy courses 

for elementary education majors. In addition, she has also joined forces with LeAnn 

Johnson in leading Kappa Delta Pi, the education honor society in their many 

activities.  In October, LeAnn took 10 students to an international conference in 

Florida where in addition to conducting her own workshop, she supported two groups 

of students presenting.  While there, the chapter received three awards for their work 

the previous year and Shepherd elementary education major, Chelsea Wilson, 

received one of 13 awards for outstanding student leadership.  Two faculty members, 

lynne hannah and Karin Spencer each published book chapters.  We eagerly await the 

first copies from their respective publishers. We are sad to see two members of our 

department leaving us. Donna Hanlin has taken a position as the new superintendent 

for Wicomico County, Maryland Public Schools and Peggy Swisher announced her 

retirement. She promised to return often to support the new certification specialist. 
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Dr. Julia Tracy started working at Shepherd University 

in the spring of 2012 as an Adjunct Professor. Upon 

graduation from Longwood University in the spring of 

1997 with a BS in physical education and a health 

concentration, she accepted a 

job teaching elementary  

physical education for Loudoun 

County Public Schools in Vir-

ginia, where she taught for 5 

years. In addition to teaching, 

Julia coached high school girls’ 

soccer at Loudoun Valley High 

acting as head JV coach and 

assistant varsity coach. She  

decided to take one year leave of absence from LCPS 

to work as a graduate assistant in the PETE (physical 

education teacher education) department. Julia taught 

classes and supervised student teachers and completed 

her masters in 2001. Julia and her husband settled in 

Harpers Ferry, WV and that fall she resumed teaching 

and coaching. After the birth of her son in 2003, Julia 

left teaching to fulfill her desire to be a stay-at-home 

mom. In the spring of 2012, she began working on a 

doctorate degree in PETE at WVU and as an adjunct 

professor at Shepherd. She successfully defended her 

dissertation in October 2015 and graduated in 

December 2015. Julia has three children Lloyd (13), 

Emerson (10), and Corrigan (7) who she spends a great 

deal of time with. They enjoy swimming, soccer, 

tennis, biking and many other outside activities. Julia 

has a lively bunch who keeps her on her toes. 

Dr. Dori Hargrove is the newest member of the Department of 

Education. She currently teaches the Integrated Math, Science, 

and Social Studies Pedagogy I and II courses and the 

Integrated Pedagogy graduate level course. Originally from the 

Northern Virginia area, she just recently moved to 

Martinsburg, WV. She is adapting to rural life and looks 

forward to warmer weather when she can sit 

on her porch and enjoy the quiet evenings 

West Virginia offers. Dr. Hargrove is a 

career changer. She earned her BS in 

Industrial Management/Business and after 

working in that business she decided to 

change her career to teaching in order to 

make a difference in the world. She earned 

her M.Ed. In Elementary Education from 

Marymount University in Arlington, VA.  Dr. Hargrove taught 

in elementary classrooms in Fairfax County for 11 years and 

also served as a Mathematics Specialist Leader for 5 years at a 

Title I school. “One of the most rewarding things about being 

a teacher is developing relationships with children and 

encouraging them to never give up and always do their best.” 

Before coming to Shepherd in the fall of 2015, she earned her 

Ph.D. in Mathematics Education Leadership at George Mason 

University in May of 2015, while working full time as a  

mathematics specialist. “I credit my parents for instilling in me 

a work ethic that prepared me for working full time and 

earning a Ph.D. simultaneously.” Dr. Hargrove is a member of 

Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society and serves as a co-counselor of 

Shepherd’s Delta Psi chapter. When she is not teaching she 

enjoys spending time with her husband and daughter, reading, 

bowling and scrapbooking.     

Dr. Barbara Spencer joined the nursing faculty in August as an Assistant Professor teaching  

Gerontology and Population Health.  Additionally, she assisted with Health Assessment in the Doctor 

of Nursing Program (DNP).  Dr. Spencer practiced nursing for over 23 years.  Her first nursing 

position was at Frederick Memorial Hospital (FMH) on the oncology/medical/surgical unit.  She then 

went on to work as a delegating nurse in the assisted living setting and a school nurse at a boarding 

school. As a Nurse Practitioner, Dr. Spencer worked in the areas of women’s health, medically 

monitored weight management, long term care and internal medicine.  She enjoyed working in each 

area as she was able to meet patients who were receptive to the holistic care offered by a nurse 

practitioner.  Dr. Spencer believes that this approach allows for a great relationship that results in the 

patient’s ability to achieve goals beyond the reason for the initial encounter.  Lifestyle changes can be 

made through education and the continued supportive relationship. Dr. Spencer said that although she found satisfaction 

in every area of nursing, she realized her passion as she worked at Hospice of Washington County. The holistic 

approach of hospice aligns with her philosophy of care - addressing physical, social, emotional, and spiritual needs of 

each patient including the family. Last summer, Dr. Spencer participated in her first medical mission trip to Guatemala.  

The gracious and giving spirit of the people, despite their poverty and lack of ongoing medical care, was impressive. 
Dr. Spencer lives in Frederick, MD with her husband Jim.  They are most proud of their three children.  Katie is a 

pediatric ICU nurse at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.  Matt lives in NYC working for a technology company as a 

“front end engineer”.  Anne is a 1st Lieutenant in the US army and is pursuing her master’s degree through the 

University of Washington.  Dr. Spencer said she is blessed with the perfect balance between family and profession. 
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Jordyn Marion, an Elementary Education major, is an active member and current vice president of Kappa Delta 

Pi International Honor Society in Education.  She recently attended their international conference where she 

presented and accepted three awards for chapter growth, community service and professional development 

events that she has been involved in.  Jordyn is dedicated to making a difference for both children and her 

profession and is always ready to take on new projects. As a member of the Jefferson County Reading Council, 

she was asked to serve on the planning committee for the annual Literacy Leaders Conference held on campus. 

Jordyn also serves as a Relay for Life Team Captain and is a substitute teacher for Washington County schools 

in Maryland. All of this outstanding work resulted in being recognized with the Student Leadership award in 

2015. Jordyn would like earn her Masters in Educational Leadership after her graduation in December, 2016.  
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Courtney Schwiegerath, a junior at Shepherd University, will be graduating in May 2017 with a Bachelor of 

Science in Recreation and Leisure Studies with a concentration in Sports Marketing. She has been selected as a 

McMurran Scholar award winner, is a member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, and served as a member of 

the Student Athlete Advisory Committee. Courtney is a member of the Shepherd women’s lacrosse team and 

was selected by her teammates as 2015-2016 team captain. As a freshman, she was placed on the Independent 

Conference All-Freshman Team and Second Team. This past summer, Courtney represented Shepherd lacrosse 

as she traveled to Germany and the Czech Republic on a select travel team. She is looking to fulfill her field 

work requirement during the next semester and establish a better understanding of the sport marketing field.  

Emily Funkhouser, a senior, level 4 Nursing Education major, came to Shepherd University right out of high 

school in the fall of 2012.  She was awarded the Ward and Amelia Hedges scholarship during her 4 years at 

Shepherd and she plans to further her education by pursuing a master’s degree in nursing.  She was privileged to 

travel to Jamaica this semester which she feels improved her cultural awareness of nursing. She enjoyed 

working in the hospitals, schools and with the people of  Jamaica. It was her first time traveling abroad. Emily 

has lived in Berkeley County all of her life and would like to focus on working in her community to make a 

difference for the better.  She has been a volunteer for Hospice of the Panhandle for 6 years.  Her goal is to 

pursue a nursing career with Hospice, so she can make a difference and provide the upmost end-of-life care.        

I applaud the hard work of the faculty and staff in the School of Education and Professional Studies (SOEPS).   

All three of the departments located in three different buildings are unique and provide exceptional academic 

programs for our future leaders. Even though the departments are unique they share many similarities.  The 

following are just a few examples: They all have very large majors, all three are nationally accredited and have all 

recently developed new programs. The Nursing Education Department recently had excellent success with CCNE 

and they are now in the process of preparing for a Fall visit to seek national accreditation for their recently 

developed doctoral program the DNP. The Department of Education continues to work on their SPA reports as 

they prepare for the next CAEP visit and last year they developed Early Education.  The Department of Health, 

Physical Education and Sport (HPERS) are in their second year of earning national accreditation from COAPRT 

and they have developed Health Promotion and Exercise Science. All three of the departments worked together 

and developed a SOEPS Strategic Plan. I am proud to say the SOEPS has 

accomplished the majority of the priorities and I am confident they will reach 

100% by the end of 2016. All three provide numerous and exceptional field and/or 

clinical experiences. All three provide international opportunities for their students 

such as the Jamaica practicum and clinical experiences for Education and Nursing 

Education. Next October the HPERS Department will be taking students for an 

academic experience to England.  This past year all three have had success with 

grants and with publications. Some of the faculty from each department have 

received special recognition/honors at the university, state and/or national level in 

their field. All three departments definitely provide exceptional service. All three 

departments  definitely share the vision “To be recognized as a School of 

nationally accredited programs that inspires exemplary leaders.“    
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