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| East Campus

| West Campus

| McMurran Hall

Shepherd University
Established in 1871, Shepherd
University is a diverse and
dynamic public liberal arts
university that fosters academic
excellence through close
interaction among students,
faculty, and staff. Shepherd’s
committed to excellence,
and its core values are learning, engagement, integrity,
accessibility, and community. Together, these create
an environment that cultivates critical thinking,
creativity, academic achievement, personal growth, and
intercultural understanding in preparation for active
citizenship, nationally and globally.
The university offers more than 70 bachelor’s programs
in fields such as accounting, business, communication,
computer engineering, digital filmmaking, education,
environmental science, graphic design, historic
preservation, mathematics, data analytics, music,
nursing, global studies, political science, psychology, and
the pre-professional studies (pre-dental, pre-med, pre-law,
and pre-vet).
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The university also offers master’s-level programs in
business and education and a doctoral program in
nursing practice (clinical and administrative).
Students take advantage of quality academic experiences
in small classes where the professors know their names
and offer opportunities for more personalized instruction
and research. Capstone courses in the senior year support
individual research, help integrate knowledge gained
throughout the degree program, and provide strong
evidence of ability for student success in graduate studies.
Shepherd University is fully accredited and a member of
the prestigious Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges
(COPLAC), recognizing its excellence in student-focused
education.

| Masterworks Chorale

| Award-winning Debate Team

| Annual Robotics Competition

The Liberal Arts Tradition
The tradition of liberal arts extends back to the ancient origins of universities. The “liberal arts” emphasize general knowledge
and the development of general intellectual capacities (such as reason and judgment) along with a stronger sense of values, ethics,
global awareness, and civic engagement.
A liberal arts education is characterized by challenging encounters with important human issues that provide a broad exposure to
many disciplines and learning strategies while focusing on in-depth study into one or two academic areas. Said in a different way,
the liberal arts education seeks to prepare graduates to think broadly and critically and to be actively engaged in civic service and
global citizenship.
As such, a liberal arts education has been long considered to be a strong foundation for professional and personal success and
quality of life.

The

BEST

Princeton Review
One of the Best Universities
in the Southeastern Region

TOP

69

U.S. News College Ranking:
U.S. High School Counselor
Recommended University

The only public college in
West Virginia to be named
to the 2017-2018 Colleges
of Distinction list.
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About Shepherdstown
Shepherd University is located in Shepherdstown, West
Virginia, the oldest town in the state. Just one block from
campus, the town offers restaurants, boutiques, special
interest shops, movie, music and theater venues, and
more!

Shepherdstown
Shepherdstown sits on the western banks of the Potomac
River, on the border of West Virginia and Maryland, in
an area known as the eastern panhandle. Rolling hills,
historic farms and parks, small communities, and strong
family values help the international student experience
the “real America.” Local community members, many
with extensive international experiences, open their
homes to international students for meals, discussions,
and small excursions.

| Shepherdstown Downtown

Shepherdstown has a very active and diverse schedule
of programs, activities, festivals, art showings, and
musical performances. For a full schedule, please visit
the “Things to do” tab on the Visitor Center’s website
(shepherdstown.info)—these are divided into arts,
history, recreation, other, and events. Among the events
are Appalachian Heritage Festival, Boo!Fest, Christmas
in Shepherdstown, and the internationally renowned
Contemporary American Theater Festival (CATF).

Photo by Seth Freeman

| Potomac River

| Contemporary American and Theater Festival

| Shepherdstown Street Fest
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About the Area
Well-known Historic Heritage
Region

| Appalachian Heritage Festival

Photo via National Park Service

In colonial America, the region was developed for
farming, basic industries, and river transportation.
The family of George Washington, our first president,
lived here as did other important leaders in that time.
Following independence, the area was part of the nation’s
westward expansion, and the Chesapeake and Ohio canal
system along the Potomac River transported goods to
and from the Chesapeake Bay. In the dark years of the
Civil War, battles were fought in and around the area,
one of the most famous occurring across the Potomac
River outside Sharpsburg, Maryland. After the battle,
Shepherdstown and many of the region’s communities
served as hospitals. Today, visitors can get a glimpse into
those days at the Antietam National Battlefield and into
a region that is famous for its restored towns, historic
farms, rich Appalachian culture and music, and natural
beauty.

Recreational Activities
Four-season recreational activities, such as running,
biking, hiking, boating (and river sports), caves and
geocaching, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing,
are all within easy reach of Shepherdstown. Mountain
climbing, white-water rafting and kayaking, and
downhill skiing are within a few hours’ drive and are
often part of weekend excursions during the school year.

| Antietam National Battlefield

| Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

| Outdoor Activities
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NY

MA

CT

Pennsylvania

Shepherd
University

Ohio

New Jersey

Maryland

Baltimore
1.5 hours

Delaware

West Virginia
Virginia

Washington, D.C.
1.5 hours

Directions to Campus
Shepherd University main campus is located in
Shepherdstown. Shepherd University Martinsburg
Center is a satellite center for adult learning and master’s
programs in business administration and education.
Shepherdstown lies about 90-minutes driving time
from Washington, D.C., and Martinsburg lies about an
additional 20 minutes west. The following applies to both
campuses:

Airports

Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI)
www.bwiairport.com/en
NC

Shepherdstown is within 90 minutes of three
international airports: Baltimore-Washington
International Airpot (BWI), Dulles International Airport
(IAD), and Reagan National Airport (DCA). Dulles
International Airport is the preferred location for arriving
international students and visitors.

Dulles International Airport (IAD)
www.metwashairports.com/dulles/dulles.htm

Public Transportation

Reagan National Airport (DCA)
www.metwashairports.com/reagan/reagan.htm

MARC Train
mta.maryland.gov/marc-train

Shepherd University
301 N King Street
P.O. Box 5000
Shepherdstown
West Virginia 25443-5000
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Rail transportation from Washington, D.C., is available
with the MARC system, Brunswick Line, from MondayFriday. Shepherdstown is best accessed from the
Duffields Station, about 10-minute drive from campus.
Martinsburg has a separate station, about a 20-minute
drive from the campus.

Driving
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland, are within
90-minutes driving time.

Climate
Shepherdstown’s climate is considered mild with four
distinct seasons.
It receives 96 cm (38 in) of rain per year, which is slightly
more than the U.S. average of 94 cm (37 in). Snowfall
is 63 cm (25 in), which is also the average across the
United States. The number of days with any measurable
precipitation is 111.
The average July high is around 30° Celsius (87°
Fahrenheit) degrees. The average January low is -6°
Celsius (22° Fahrenheit). January, February, and March
are the coldest months; spring and fall are spectacularly
beautiful; and the summer months are hot, but not
overly so. There is ample sunshine year round.

| Scarborough Library

Recommended Clothing
We suggest students prepared warm clothes such as
sweaters, hats and gloves, coats, and boots for winter and
light garments such as shorts and t-shirts for summer.
Buildings on campus are climate-controlled, making
living and studying comfortable year-round.
| East Campus

| West Campus University Drive

| Ram Statue at the Ram Stadium
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At A Glance

4,000

Students Enrolled
at Shepherd

59%
female

41%
male

Female to Male
Student Ratio

15:1

Student Faculty Ratio
Personalized
Interaction

$8 million
Research and
Program Grants

Representing

25 Countries
88%

of Our Full-time Faculty
Hold a Ph.D. or the
Highest Degree in Their
Fields

97%

Employability

$20,000

100+

Clubs and
Organizations
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No.1

CPA Pass Rate
in West Virginia

in the Washington,
D.C., Metro Area

Up to
Annual Tuition Under

MENTORSHIP

Students Actively
Participate with Professors
on National and
International Projects

$5,000

Annual Renewable
Scholarship

90 Minutes
from Downtown
Washington, D.C.

81%

Students Enrolled
with a Scholarship

SAFE

Campus and
Community

At A Glance
High Quality Faculty
More than 88 percent of full-time faculty have earned
the Ph.D. or terminal degree, are active in research
and publication, and are respected specialists in their
academic fields. Many are internationally known artists,
research scientists, and educators, and several sit on
national and international advisory councils.

Small Class Sizes
With a total student population of 4,000, the overall
student to faculty ratio is 15:1. Faculty members quickly
know their students’ names and are very accessible for
assistance, follow-up discussions, research support, and
general encouragement.

Ability to Customize the
Educational Experience
The strong liberal arts foundation, close proximity to the
Washington, D.C., region, and departmental support
for internships combine to enhance the degree program
and provide an edge in a competitive job market or in
graduate school applications.

Proximity to the Washington, D.C.,
Metropolitan Area
The university is located in eastern West Virginia on the
Potomac River and the state’s border with Maryland.
It is within 90 minutes of the Washington, D.C., and
Baltimore, Maryland, metropolitan areas and the three
international airports that support them. Academic
programs, internships, and excursions utilize this close
proximity to broaden educational courses and programs.

Student Spotlights
Siriki Diabate
Cote d’Ivoire

Siriki combined political
science degree with
leadership in the political
science honorary and
the International Student
Union to coordinate the
visits of four West African
ambassadors for lectures,
cultural programs, and
potential educational partnerships. His vision is to
enter the diplomatic corps.

Raphael Capelli
São Paulo, Brazil

Raphael worked and
interned as a student
assistant in the Division
of Student Affairs while
excelling academically
in business. He won
regional competitions
for both marketing and
entrepreneurship. He built
upon an internship with Volvo, International
Inc. during his M.B.A. program that gained him
a full-time position as managerial trainee after
graduation.
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Notable Programs
College of Arts and Humanities
¾ Contemporary Art and Theater: Recognized by

National Association of Schools of Art and Design
(NASAD) for excellence in both art education and
Bachelor of Fine Arts programs. Art concentrations
include graphic design, non-toxic printmaking,
photography/computer imagery, and sculpture. A
theater major begins fall 2017.
¾ English and modern Languages: Interactive learning

and real-world experience offered throughout courses.
¾ History: Unique program in historic preservation and

public history. Historic region with three national
historical parks, museums, and major research
repositories.
¾ Mass Communications: Concentrations in digital

filmmaking, media studies, new media, and strategic
communication. Department has its own film studio
and radio station, offering students experience in all
aspects of production.
¾ Music: Accredited by the National Association of

Schools of Music (NASM). Very strong program with
100 percent placement in teaching positions and
very good placement in prestigious schools of music.
Includes performing, composing, and conducting.

College of Business
¾ Accounting: Strong CPA pass rate and active alumni

networking events. More than two thirds of the
graduates secured full-time employment upon
graduation.
¾ Business Administration: IACBE (international

standards) accredited undergraduate and graduate
programs. Faculty are made up of business owners
and field experts who have connections for potential
internships or career opportunities. The M.B.A.
includes concentrations in health administration,
sport management, and public management. The
4+1 M.B.A. program for qualified students to receive
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in five years.

opportunities in four-state region (West Virginia,
Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia).
¾ Health, Physical Education, Recreation and

Sport: COAPRT accredited; strong foundation
for professions in recreation and sports, to include
teaching and coaching.
¾ Nursing: Fully accredited, rigorous degree programs,

high pass rate on licensure examinations, and
excellent placement rate. Bachelor’s degree and
doctoral degree programs are available. The D.N.P.
offers clinical and administrative (leadership) tracks.

College of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics
¾ Biology and Chemistry: Strong preparation for pre-

med, pre-pharm, pre-vet, and graduate studies.
¾ Computer and Information Sciences: High demand

and excellent placement in government and private
industry.
¾ Environmental and Physical Sciences Institute:

Excellent programs in aquatic sciences and sustainable
energy.
¾ Mathematics and Data Analytics: Curriculum

designed to provide strong foundation for application
in industry and research.

College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences
¾ Political Science and Global Studies: Closeness

to Washington, D.C., provides opportunities for
guest speakers, internships, and excursions. Our
political science and global studies programs prepare
students who are interested in working in national
or international agencies or going to law school.
Award-winning Model United Nations and Debate
and Forensics teams attend regional and national
competitions.
¾ Sociology: Concentration in criminal justice

¾ Economics and Finance: Rigorous program prepares

students for employment in public and private sectors
or graduate schools.

College of Education and
Professional Studies
¾ Education: NCATE (national standards) certified;

strong pass rates on license exams; student teaching
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Honors Program
¾ Enhanced curriculum for top undergraduate students

who will graduate with University Honors designation.
¾ Separate living/learning community with special

seminars, excursions, and programming.
Note
See page 22-23 for all bachelor-, master-, and
doctoral-level degree programs.

Support Services
Intensive English Language Program
(IELP)
Shepherd University’s Intensive English Language Program
(IELP) offers courses in advanced English as preparation
for university-level studies and success in a degree program.
Instruction is offered in:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing and grammar
Oral presentation

These college courses are specifically designed for nonnative English language speakers who have diagnosed
proficiency equivalent to at least 490 TOEFL or 6.0 IELTS
or who have a specific technical language area that needs
additional proficiency for university studies.
Course credits do not count toward an academic degree
or for the grade point average in the student’s degree
program. They do count toward full-time enrollment for
immigration and tuition purposes.
Each course is offered at two levels: basic preparation
for undergraduate studies and advanced preparation for
graduate studies. The primary difference is that the focus
at the pre-graduate level is on research-based written and
oral presentation style and methods. See www.shepherd.
edu/ielp for further information.

Academic Support Center
The Academic Support Center provides support services
for students of all abilities, but especially for those who
need assistance making the transition to higher education.
The center is committed to enhancing students’ academic
potential through peer tutoring, learning skills instruction,
and academic advising.

Advising Assistance
Throughout a program of study, whether undergraduate
or graduate, the student is strongly encouraged to work
closely with an academic advisor. Advisors are available in
all major concentrations. Their responsibilities are to help
students with course choices and to provide insight into
degree programs and options. They are also professionally
trained and experienced in helping students meet their
educational goals and efficiently move toward degree
completion.

Career Services
Career Services offers assistance with résumé construction,
internship and job searches, preparation for employment
interviews, and job fairs.

Immigration documents (I-20 or DS-2019) can be issued:
¾ For full-time English language instruction
¾ For a degree program (a student would take a mix of

IELP and regular academic courses, if required).

| IELP Reading Class
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Activities on Campus
Clubs and Organizations
Shepherd offers more than 115 student clubs and
organizations on campus.

| Clubs and Organizations Fair

¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Dance Club
International Student Union
Intramural Sports
Ram Band
Young Life
Robotics Club
The Picket Newspaper AND MORE!

Leadership and Engagement
Shepherd University is committed to building leaders by
engineering opportunities for leadership development
through academic programs, internships, community
service projects, and on-campus employment.
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
| The A-Team members participated in the annual
Emerging Leaders in Service

Student Government
Model United Nations
Relay For Life
Multicultural Student Affairs
Emerging Leaders in Service AND MORE!

Fraternity and Sorority Life
These organizations paired with the academic mission of
Shepherd University will assist in your development by
providing you with peer groups, value-based programming,
social outlets, lifelong friendships, and a career network.
Sororities
¾ Alpha Sigma Tau
¾ Delta Zeta
¾ Sigma Sigma Sigma
Fraternities

| Alpha Sigma Tau and Tau Kappa Epsilon
Rock-a-Thon Fundraising Event

14 | Shepherd University

¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Theta Xi
Lambda Chi Alpha
Tau Kappa Epsilon
Phi Kappa Tau
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia

Activities on Campus
NCAA Division II Athletic Teams
Men’s Sports
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Baseball
Basketball
Football
Golf
Soccer
Tennis

| Football

Women’s Sports
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Basketball
Lacrosse
Volleyball
Softball
Soccer
Tennis

Student Center
The Student Center is home to many activities, cultural
events, and leadership initiatives. The Games Zone is
located on the second floor of the Student Center and offers
bowling lanes, billiard tables, and arcade games. Every
Wednesday from 9 p.m.-midnight is free bowling and
billiard night!

| Women’s Lacrosse

Student Trips
From “Hershey Park After Dark” to professional baseball
games to weekend trips to Philadelphia, New York City,
and Washington, D.C., our students take advantage of
our perfect location and affordable or free student trips to
explore the history and culture of eastern America!

| Student Center, Ram’s Den

| Saturday Bus Trip: New York City
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Living on Campus
Campus Housing
Residence halls are more than just a place to sleep, study, or
store your things. At Shepherd University, living on campus
offers a welcoming community full of opportunities for
you to make friends, learn new things, and expand your
horizons.

| Traditional Residence Hall

Note:
Traditional and suite-style residence halls open
during fall and spring semesters only. Students who
are planning on staying on campus during winter or
summer breaks should consider apartments, which
are open year-round.
Traditional Residence Halls

Shaw and Thacher halls are composed of first-year and
returning students. Students are typically assigned to
double rooms with a community bathroom located in each
wing. Each hall has:
¾
¾
¾
¾

Kitchen
Laundry facility
Study rooms
Common areas

Suite-style Residence Halls
| Suite-style Residence Hall Shared Living Space

The West Woods Complex offers six buildings with
external access to individual suites. A suite consists of a
living room, bathroom, and two bedrooms. Martin Hall is
reserved for students participating in the Honors Program.
The complex features:
¾ Laundry facilities
¾ Shared kitchen space
Apartments

Dunlop and Printz halls provide apartment living to
sophomore-, junior-, senior-level, and international
students. An apartment consists of a full kitchen, living
room, bathroom, and two or three bedrooms. Each hall has

| Apartment Shared Living Space

¾ Laundry facility
¾ Study rooms
¾ Common areas
New Suite-style Residence Hall

Potomac Place, opening in August 2017, is a mix of double
occupancy and private rooms with no more than two
students sharing a bathroom. The hall has
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
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Laundry facilities
Shared kitchen space
Study and social lounges
Classroom space
Dining facility with an outdoor eating area

Living on Campus
Health and Wellness
Wellness Center

The Shepherd University Wellness Center offers a heated
indoor pool, walking track, basketball, racquetball courts,
intramurals, group exercise, and more.
FREE Wellness Center membership for all
undergraduate students
Health Center

Shepherd aims to support the personal growth and
development of students. The Health Center provides basic
level medical care for acute minor illness or injury.

| Wellness Center Arena

Counseling Services

Counseling Services offers free, confidential, on-campus
counseling to all students.

On-Campus Dining
Students on Shepherd’s campus have a great selection of
dining locations to choose from, for sit-down eating or
grabbing-and-going. All locations provide a great selection
of food to accommodate different dietary needs.
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Dining Hall
Fireside Bistro
Ram’s Den
Riverside Market
Wellness Café

| Health Center Staff

| Dining Hall: All You Can Eat Buffet-style
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Admissions Process
Dr. Charles Nieman, director of international
affairs, is the Shepherd University point of contact
for applications–he will coordinate internally with
undergraduate admissions and all other functions on
campus through the enrollment process and serve as its
liaison. His contact information is:
Charles L. Nieman, Ph.D.
Director, International Affairs
Scarborough Library, Room 208
P.O. Box 5000
Shepherd University
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000
USA
Phone: +1-304-876-5809
Cell: +1-330-352-8685
Fax: +1-304-876-0731

Step 1: Identify Student Candidates

upon the circumstances surrounding the individual
student and the ability to go through the visa interview
process.
¾ March 15 for admission to the summer semester.
¾ April 30 for admission to the fall semester.
¾ October 15 for admission to the spring semester.
Note
The deadline for application with assistantship
may be different from the dates above.

Step 3: Submit the Application
Applications cannot be processed until all documents are
received.
The undergraduate admissions will reach the decision
within 3-5 days. If acceptable, admission office will
be granted formally by the director of admissions and
emailed to the agents and students.

Shepherd University expects its recruiting agents to
identify and recruit international students who meet all
of the published admissions standards for the university.
With prior coordination, these standards may be
modified for a specific purpose and time, such as in the
case of English language proficiency.

For graduate students, the Office of Graduate Studies
and the specific program faculty will review the
applications and reach a decision within 10-15 days. If
acceptable, admission will be granted formally by the
dean of graduate studies and emailed to the agent and
students.

Step 2: Assemble Admissions
Materials

Step 4: Prepare for Arrival

The agents should work with the recruited students in
understanding and completing the application and in
helping assemble and submit all necessary supporting
documents (See next pages for undergraduate and
graduate admissions checklists). This will be done
without fee or cost to the recruited students or their
families.
Financial Aid

There are many scholarships and assistantships available
for international students. If the students are interested,
the agents should coordinate with the international
admissions counselor to apply for the aid for the students.
See all types of financial aid on page 21.
Application Deadline

There is rolling admission for undergraduate study to
accommodate students begin in fall, spring, or summer.
Admissions are primarily set for the fall semester.
Summer admission is generally not recommended for
new international students because of the limited course
selection. These dates are general guidelines that depend
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The recruited students and the agents will be informed
by email about next steps including enrollment
information; immigration documents (e.g., form
I-20 or DS-2019); optional on-campus residence,
meal plans, and campus life (see page 14-17); and
orientation schedule. Periodic emails will be sent to help
further organize the students’ preparations for arrival.
Please refer to the section on “Steps After Admission
Acceptance” (see page 25) for the topics. The agents
need to maintain contact with the students and help the
students have a smooth arrival and initial experience at
Shepherd.

Requirement Checklist
Undergraduate Level
£ Online Application

To complete the application online, visit: www.
shepherd.edu/admissions/internationalstudents and click “Shepherd University Online

Application.”
£ Application Fee: $45

Application fee waived.
£ Academic Transcripts

Applicant must complete a secondary or high school
program (or equivalent) with at least 2.0 cumulative
grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
¾ International Transcripts: Official transcripts

with verifications by an approved academic
credential evaluation service (see page 24). Up to
72 credits of post-secondary courses on the official
transcripts with earned grades of “B” or higher
may be transferred. Courses must be taken within
the past seven years.

Candidates below language requirements may be
considered for our Intensive English Language
Program. Upon completion, candidates will satisfy
the language requirement.
£ Financial Documents

International students must show proof of financial
support for one-year’s estimated costs for studies.
The documents cannot be older than three months
at the time of submission. If students have a financial
sponsor, an affidavit of support must be submitted.
Note: Financial documentation will be
required at the U.S. embassy or consulate
when the students apply for their visas.
£ Passport

Provide a copy of the passport information page.

¾ U.S. Transcripts: Official transcripts with all

courseworkb listed.
£ Personal Statement

A brief letter or statement outlining why you would
like to attend Shepherd University, signed and dated.
£ Language Requirement

Applicant must satisfy one of the following English
proficiency tests or their equivalent:
¾ TOEFL: Internet-based: 79; paper-based: 550; or

computer-based: 213. (TOEFL Code: 5615)
¾ IELTS: 6.5
¾ MELAB: 77
¾ EIKEN: Grade Pre-1
¾ Composite ACT: 19 with a minimum score of 19

on the English and Reading. (ACT Code: 4532)
¾ Composite SAT: 950 with a minimum score of

450 on Reading. (SAT Code: 5615)
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Requirement Checklist
Graduate Level
£ Online Application

To complete the application online, visit: www.
shepherd.edu/international-graduateadmissions and click “Graduate Studies online

application for admission.”
To complete the application for Doctor of Nursing
Practice, visit: www.shepherd.edu/dnp/dnpapply
£ Application Fee
¾ $40 for Business Administration, M.B.A.; College

Student Development and Administration, M.A.;
and Curriculum and Instruction, M.A.
¾ $60 for Master of Arts in Teaching.
£ GRE, GMAT, or MAT

Varies by graduate programs. For more information,
visit www.shepherd.edu/graduate-studies/
apply-graduate.
£ Academic Transcripts

Applicant must have earned a bachelor’s degree (or
equivalent) with at least 2.75 cumulative grade point
average on a 4.0 scale.
¾ International Transcripts: Official transcripts and

verifications by an approved academic credential
evaluation service (see page 24). Up to nine credits
of graduate courses on the official transcript with
earned grades of “B” or higher may be transferred.
Courses must be taken within the past seven
years.
¾ U.S. Transcripts: Official transcripts with all

coursework listed.
£ Language Requirement

Applicant must satisfy one of the following English
proficiency tests or their equivalent:
¾ TOEFL: Internet-based: 79; paper-based: 550; or

computer-based: 213.
¾ IELTS: 6.5
¾ MELAB: 77
¾ EIKEN: Grade Pre-1
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Candidates with proficiency scores 490-550 (TOFEL
PBT), 60-90 (TOEFL iBT), or 6.0-6.5 (IELTS) will
be considered for admission, but will be required to
enroll in the Intensive English Language Program.
Upon completion, candidates will satisfy the language
requirement.
£ Program Requirements

See specific program requirements online:
¾ Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction

(M.A.)
www.shepherd.edu/maci/maci-apply
¾ Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)
www.shepherd.edu/mat/apply
¾ Master of Arts in College Student

Development and Administration (M.A.)
www.shepherd.edu/macsda/admissionsprocedures
¾ Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.)
www.shepherd.edu/mba/apply
¾ Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.)
www.shepherd.edu/dnp/dnp-apply
£ Financial Documents

International students must show proof of financial
support for one-year’s estimated costs for studies.
The documents cannot be older than three months
at the time of submission. If students have a financial
sponsor, an affidavit of support must be submitted.
Note: Financial documentation will be
required at the U.S. embassy or consulate
when the students apply for their visa.
£ Passport

Provide a copy of the passport information page.

Financial Aid
Financial aid for international students at Shepherd
University is available. A student may apply along with
the application for admission or later during the degree
program. The most favorable chances for an award are
during the initial application for admission, but the
student should also know that some financial aid is
available for undergraduate students in their sophomore,
junior, and senior years and graduate students in their
second or final years.

Honors Scholarships

Students in the Honors Program are eligible to apply for
the honors scholarships. The program selects about 40
freshmen to enter the program. To be eligible, students
must have a minimum 3.6 high school GPA with a
minimum of combined SAT score of 1200 or 25 in ACT.
Students who are interested in entering into the program
may contact the agents, and the agents will coordinate
with the international admissions counselor.
Athletic Scholarships

Undergraduate Students
The Office of Financial Aid is the central office
awarding scholarships to undergraduate students.
Some scholarships will automatically be awarded to
international students who meet the scholarship’s criteria.
Students who are interested in applying any scholarships
should contact the agents, and the agents will coordinate
the details with the international admissions counselor.
Available to international students are merit, honors, and
athletic scholarships.
Merit Scholarships

Academic scholarships are awarded automatically at the
time of admission. The student must possess both the
minimum GPA and test score requirements to receive
the scholarship. In cases of a student’s GPA or test scores
falling in a higher bracket than the other score, the larger
scholarship will be awarded. The scholarship is renewable
each year when the student maintains a minimum of
2.75 GPA. Additional academic scholarships are available
through other academic departments.
Scholarships

Director’s
Scholarship
$3,000

Dean’s
Scholarship
$4,000

President’s
Scholarship
$5,000

GPA

3.00-3.49

3.50-3.74

3.75 and above

SAT

1000-1090

1100-1240

1250 and above

Re-designed
SAT
(Post-March
2016)

1100-1190

1200-1290

1300 and above

ACT

22-23

24-27

28 and above

Student athletes accepted onto the teams have the
opportunity for athletic scholarships. Men’s sports
include baseball, basketball, football, golf, soccer, and
tennis. Women’s sports include basketball, lacrosse,
softball, soccer, tennis, and volleyball. Interested students
should contact the agent, and the agent will coordinate
with the international admissions counselor.
Resident Assistant (RA)

An often overlooked opportunity for financial aid is
employment as a RA in one of the residence halls. This
is a responsible position, and RAs are compensated
with on-campus housing and meal plan. After living on
campus in the first year, students interested in applying
should contact the Residence Life Office.

Graduate Students
Assistantship

The primary financial aid at the graduate level is an
assistantship. This can focus on teaching, research, or
administration; however, the choice is usually prescribed
by the specific program. Application for an assistantship
must be submitted along with the application for
admission and should be preceded by research in how the
student’s degree program or specific academic interests
match the position or a faculty member’s research focus.
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PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Bachelor’s Programs
¢



Accounting

£



Aging Studies

£



Anthropology/Geography
Aquatic Science*

¢
£



Appalachian Studies

¢



Art

£



Art History

¢



Athletic Coaching and Officiating*
Biochemistry*

¢
¢



Biology

¢

Biology Data Analytics*

¢

Biopharmaceutical Sciences*

¢



Business Administration (4+1 M.B.A. available)

¢



Chemistry
Civil War and 19th-Century America*

¢
¢



Communication and New Media

¢

Computer Engineering

¢

Computer Graphics and Games*


Computer Information Sciences

¢



Computer Information Technology
Computer Programming and
Information Systems*

¢

Computer Sciences*

¢



Creative Writing*
Criminal Justice*

¢

Data Analytics*

¢

Digital Filmmaking*

¢

Dentistry, Pre-professional Studies

¢

Early Education

¢

Ecological Science*


Economics

¢



Education
English Literature*

¢



Engineering Science

¢



Entrepreneurship*
Environmental Chemistry*

¢



Environmental Studies

¢



Family and Consumer Sciences

¢

Financial Economics*

¢

Financial Planning*
French



¢

Degree Programs  
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Geographic Information Systems

£



German

¢

Global Culture and History*

¢

Global Economics and Development*

¢

Global Environments*

¢

Global Governance and Peace*

¢



Graphic Design*

¢



Health Promotion and Exercise Science

¢



History

¢



Historic Preservation and Public History*

¢



Hospitality and Food Management*

¢

Industrial Mathematics*

¢

Instrumental Performance*

¢

International Political Science*
Jazz Performance*

¢


Minors   *

Journalism

¢

Law, Pre-professional Studies

¢

Legal Studies*
Management*

¢
¢



Marketing*

¢



Mathematics

¢

Media Studies*

¢

Medicine, Pre-professional Studies


Music

¢

Music Composition*

¢

Networking and Security*

¢

New Media*

¢

Nontoxic Printmaking*
Nursing


Nutrition
Painting*

¢



£



£

¢

¢

General Science

£

¢

Elementary Education, K-6

¢

Gender and Women’s Studies



¢

¢

¢



£

£

£
¢

£

¢



Photography/Computer Imagery*

£



Physics (Applied).
Piano Pedagogy*

¢

Piano Performance*

¢
¢



Political Science

¢



Psychology
Public Recreation and Park Administration*

¢
¢



Recreation and Sport Studies

¢

Regents Bachelor of Arts

¢

Sculpture*

¢

Secondary Education

Programs offered as concentrations within existing majors

PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Teaching Field

Social Work

¢
¢



Sociology

¢



Spanish

¾¾ Art, PreK-Adult
¾¾ Biology, Grades 9-Adult

¢

Sport and Event Management*

¢

Sport Communication*

¢

Sports Marketing*

¢

Strategic Communication*

¢

Sustainable Resource Management*

¢



¾¾ Chemistry Education, Grades 9-Adult
¾¾ English Education, Grades 5-Adult
¾¾ Family and Consumer Sciences Education, Grades

Theater

¢

Therapeutic Recreation*

¢

Veterinary Medicine,
Pre-professional Studies

¢

Voice Performance*

¾¾ Music, PreK-Adult, B.M.E.
¾¾ Physical Education, PreK-Adult
¾¾ Social Studies, Grades 5-Adult
¾¾ Spanish Education

Endorsement

¢

Business Administration

¢

College Student Development and
Administration

¢

Elementary Strand Teaching

¢

Health Administration*

¢

Individualized Curriculum and Instruction

¢

Public Management*

¢

Secondary Strand Teaching

¢

Special Education

¢

Sport Management*

¾¾Driver Education 9-12 Endorsement
¾¾Early Education PreK-K Teaching Endorsement
¾¾Health Education Teaching Endorsement Grades
5-Adult

¾¾Mathematics Teaching Endorsement Grades 5-9
General Math through Algebra I

¾¾Social Studies Teaching Endorsement Grades 5-9

Certificate
¾¾Health Administration Certificate (Graduate)

Doctoral Programs

¾¾Public Management Certificate (Graduate)
¾¾Sport Management Certificate (Graduate)

¢

Nursing Practice

¢

Nursing Leadership Administration*

¢

Family Nurse Practitioner*

Degree Programs  

¾¾ General Science, Grades 5-Adult
¾¾ Mathematics, Grades 5-Adult

Master’s Programs

¢

5-Adult

Minors   *

¾¾Appalachian Studies Certificate (Graduate)

Programs offered as concentrations within existing majors
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Foreign Academic Credential Evaluation Service
Transcripts from an institution outside of the United
States must be evaluated course-by-course by an
international academic credential evaluation service.
Acceptable agencies include the following:
American Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers (AACRAO)
www.aacrao.org
National Association of Credit Evaluation
Services (NACES)
www.naces.org
A2Z Evaluations
www.a2zeval.com
Academic Evaluation Services, Inc.
www.aes-edu.org
International Evaluation Services of the
Center for Applied Research, Evaluation, and
Education, Inc. (IESCAREE)
www.iescaree.com
e-ValReports
www.e-valreports.com
Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc.
www.ece.org
Educational Perspectives
www.edperspective.org
Educational Records Evaluation Service, Inc.
www.eres.com
Evaluation Service, Inc.
www.evaluationservice.net

Global Services Associates, Inc.
www.globaleval.org
International Academic Credential
Evaluators, Inc.
www.iacei.net
International Consultants of Delaware
www.icdeval.com
International Education Research Foundation
www.ierf.org
Josef Silny & Associates, Inc.
www.jsilny.com
SpanTran, The Evaluation Company
www.spantran.com
Transcript Research
www.transcriptresearch.com
World Education Services
www.wes.org
Education Evaluators International
www.educei.com
Foreign Credentials Service of America (FCSA)
www.foreigncredentials.org
The Knowledge Company (TKCO)
www.knowledgecompany.com
Word Communication International, Inc.
www.wordcommunication.com
Note:

Foreign Academic Credentials Service, Inc.
www.facsusa.com

Fees listed are estimates and provided only for
general information. Please note that additional
fees will be charged for postage, rush, additional
documents, certifications, or translation.

Foundation for International Services
www.fis-web.com

All companies offer rush services at varied
additional costs.

Global Credential Evaluators, Inc.
www.gceus.com
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Virtually all processes are online, but some offer
a physical mail option for additional costs.

Steps After Admission Acceptance
Step 1: Prepare to Study at
Shepherd
The decision granting admission will be sent to both
the students and the agents, requesting the students to
confirm their intention to study at Shepherd University.
Upon admission, students and the agents will begin
receiving various information emails including:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Form I-20, the SEVIS fee, and the consular interview
Travel information
Housing and meals
Medical insurance
Orientation schedule

We recommend that students submit the housing
applications early to have a better chance of getting the
preferred housing choices. Students who plan to stay on
campus during the winter and summer breaks should
consider apartment-style housing, which offers yearround housing and in-unit kitchen to cover the breaks.
Note
All students (age 20 or under) must live on
campus unless they meet an exception to
the residency requirements (See details at:
www.shepherd.edu/residencelife/residencyrequirement). Students must receive off-campus
living approval from the Residence Life Office
first before making any commitments to an offcampus housing.

Step 2: Apply for a Visa
Form I-20 or DS-2019 will be issued and sent to the
agents, which will be used by the students when applying
for the F-1 or J-1 student visa status at the closest U.S.
consulate. Shepherd University utilizes the services of
eShipGlobal for courier services, which charges the
receiving party (the agency) for the shipment.

Step 3: Complete the Health Form
and Immunization Records
The immunization record is an important item that must
accompany the student’s medical history. In general, we
require current TB test and immunizations for MMR
(mumps, measles, and rubella) and spinal meningitis.
Students must complete the health status review form
with the help of a physician or a doctor and submit the
form when they arrive on campus. The health status
review form can be found online at www.shepherd.
edu/healthcenter/healthforms.

Step 4: Complete and Submit
Housing Application
Shepherd University offers several on-campus housing
options and meal plans (see page 16-17). General
information can best be found through the Residence
Life webpage: www.shepherd.edu/residencelife,
and room and board cost can be found in Shepherd’s
catalog catalog.shepherd.edu under section
“Expenses and Financial Assistance,” “Room and Board.”
The agents will coordinate with the international
admissions counselor to set up housing and meal plans
for the students.

Step 5: Attend the Orientation
After the students arrive on campus, students are
required to attend the international students orientation,
which occurs in the week before the semester begins.
Orientation includes topics of:
¾ Placement Tests: These tests will determine the best

placement level for the courses in that semester.
¾ Course Advisement and Registration: International

affairs will arrange an initial course schedule for
the students prior to arriving on campus. All new
students will meet with an academic advisor to
change their course schedules during the orientation.
Transfer credits can be reviewed when meeting with
the academic advisor before initially registering
for classes. A student having questions about the
evaluation of transfer credits can discuss these with
their academic advisor. For that discussion, it would
be helpful to have the relevant course syllabus or
catalog description translated into English.
¾ Medical Records: Students will visit the Health

Center and submit their medical health form and the
immunization record. Additional immunizations may
be required during this session.
¾ Pay Bills: Set up payment plans or pay tuition and

fees. (See Step 6 for details.)
¾ Campus Tour: Tour the campus and learn the

services offered on campus.
¾ Information Sessions: Students will learn American

culture; information about immigration and
academic expectations in the United States higher
education system; and technology training on how to
use the student portal.
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Steps After Admission Acceptance
¾ Opening Bank Account: We strongly recommend

students do not carry large amount of cash on
campus. Students may open a U.S. bank checking
account to deposit fund, pay expenses, and send or
receive wire transfers. Students cannot apply for credit
cards in United States.
¾ Social Activities: Meet fellow international students,

faculty, and staff and enjoy your time at Shepherd.

Step 6: Pay Tuition and Fees
Tuition is charged by credit hour. Some courses,
especially in the sciences and art, have additional
laboratory or special fees. Therefore, a final tuition
and fee bill is not available until after registration for
classes. The bills can be paid in full or in installments
upon arrival on campus. See payment options at: www.
shepherd.edu/financialaid/tuition-and-fees.
For discussion purposes, we estimate a full-time student’s
total costs for academic year 2017-18 to be:
Undergraduate Full-time:

Tuition and Fees			
Books and Living Expenses		

$17,873
$13,804

Total				$31,677
Graduate Full-time:

Tuition and Fees			
Books and Living Expenses		

$11,448
$16,250

Total				$27,698
Note
Undergraduate : Full-time students must take
at least 12 credit hours per semester. Incoming
students take between 12-18 credit hours, and the
average semester load is 15 credit hours, but we
recommend students take 12 credit hours in their
first semester at Shepherd.
Graduate : Full-time students must take at least 9
credit hours per semester. The average semester
load is 9-15 credit hours, but we recommend
students take 9 credit hours in their first
semester at Shepherd.
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Important Information
Medical Health Insurance

Students must have a medical health insurance plan
while attending Shepherd. Medical insurance plans
are available for students to purchase at Shepherd. It is
acceptable for students to arrange for insurance in their
home country that meets basic immigration requirements
and can be used in the United States. The students must
bring proof of coverage to present upon arrival.
Credit Card

Credit cards will not be available to the students through
the local banks. Debit cards, checks, wire transfers,
and other normal banking services will be available.
Therefore, if a credit card is desired, the recommendation
is for the students to bring a credit card linked to a home
country bank, ensuring ahead that it will be acceptable
in the United States.
Driver’s License

Students who are already licensed in their home country
should bring their driver’s license and an international
driver’s permit with them. This will allow them to
temporarily operate a car in the United States and will
help when applying for a state driver’s license.
Immigration-related Documents

Please advise the students to carefully gather and
safeguard all immigration-related documents for the
United States. Increasingly the Department of Homeland
Security is asking for additional documents and
previously issued forms.
Off-campus Housing

All students (age 20 or under) must live on campus
unless they meet an exception to the residency
requirements (See details at: www.shepherd.
edu/residencelife/residency-requirement).
Students must receive off-campus living approval from
the Residence Life Office first before making any
commitments to an off-campus housing. If students are
seeking living off campus, the agents should work with
the international admissions counselor to obtain the
approval from the Residence Life Office.
Off-campus housing is available, and the rental costs
vary widely. The university cannot assist with locating
and securing off-campus housing, but we suggest the
student research “Craigslist Martinsburg” or “Craigslist
Shepherdstown” as starting points. Leases are an
individual responsibility.

Invoicing and Payment
Unless specifically stated differently in the agreement
with your agency, Shepherd University will process the
invoice for commission fees in two parts: the initial
term of enrollment and the second term of enrollment
(retention). In both cases, the invoice should be sent to
Dr. Charles L. Nieman–he will forward it to the relevant
offices within the university for payment. His contact
information is:
Charles L. Nieman, Ph.D.
Director, International Affairs
Scarborough Library, Room 208
P.O. Box 5000
Shepherd University
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000
USA
Phone: +1-304-876-5809
Cell: +1-330-352-8685
Fax: +1-304-876-0731

First term of enrollment
When the applicant has been accepted for admission,
has obtained a student visa for study at Shepherd, has
enrolled in an academic semester as a full-time student,
has fully paid the required tuition and enrollment fees,
and has maintained full-time enrollment to the next
instructional day following the final date upon which
a student can totally withdraw and qualify for a 50
percent refund, the student shall qualify as a “referred
international student.”

In the first academic term in which an international
student has fully qualified as a referred international
student, the initial portion of the total commission fee
for the recruitment of that student shall be payable.
Payment will be submitted within 30 days to the address
and/or account indicated by the agent at the time of
billing. The invoice should contain all the names of the
agent’s referred international students in their first term
of enrollment and shall attest that the agent or agency
has not had any form of direct financial relationship with
any listed student. Payment will be made within 30 days.

Second term of enrollment
Similarly at the final date in which the student can
totally withdraw and qualify for a 50 percent refund for
enrollment in the second term, the final portion of the
total commission fee for that student can be invoiced and
paid in the same manner as above. This invoice, though,
will only list the agent’s students in their second term.
Payment will be submitted within 30 days to the address
and/or account indicated by the agent at the time of
billing.
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301 North King Street
P. O. Box a5000
Shepherdstown
West Virginia 25443-5000

