
Shepherd University Modern Languages Placement Exam 
 
 
In order to determine your current proficiency in French, German, or Spanish, you will be taking a 
multiple-choice exam (WebCAPE), which covers vocabulary, grammar, and reading comprehension, on 
the computer.   
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPUTERIZED EXAM 
 
1. Go to Cashiers Office (2nd floor Ikenberry).  Pay $4 for the placement exam.  Please hold on to your 

receipt. (You will need to give it to your professor.) 
 

2. Go to the WebCAPE site home page:  http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=shepherd 
 
3. At the WebCAPE site home page, enter the following password:  rams1 
 
4. Read the instructions, then select either “French,” “German,” or “Spanish” from the pull-down menu 

and hit begin. 
 
5. You will then be asked to provide certain personal data, such as your student ID, and information 

about any previous language study.  After completing the survey, press continue. 
 
6. Once you start the exam, take your time and answer the questions as accurately as possible.  There 

is no time limit.  WebCAPE selects each test item as a result of the answer to the previous question.  
If you answer an item correctly, a more difficult question is presented.  If an item is answered 
incorrectly, an easier question is given.  The test will terminate if you incorrectly answer four 
questions at the same difficulty level or if you correctly answer five questions at the highest level 
possible. 

 
7. After completing the exam, you will receive immediate feedback concerning your score.  The score 

will also be available to the appropriate professor responsible for foreign language placement (i.e., 
Dr. Rachel Krantz [rritterb@shepherd.edu] for French, Dr. Timothy K. Nixon [tnixon@shepherd.edu] 
for German, and Dr. Eva-María Suárez Büdenbender [esuarezb@shepherd.edu] for Spanish).  You 
should schedule a meeting with him/her as soon as possible to discuss which course is most 
appropriate for you.  Give your professor your receipt ($4) at this time. 

http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=shepherd

