
The Department of Contemporary Art and Theater has adopted a contemporary approach to teaching and is constantly evolving to 
accurately reflect contemporary practices. Contemporary art is concept driven, process oriented, and more socially conscious; it is often 
interdisciplinary, with the use of unconventional tools and materials to create more symbolic meanings.

At each level, there are courses that focus on professional development, including self-promotion and career advancement opportunities. 
Self-promotion includes establishing a professional portfolio and associated promotional materials. Career advancement includes joining professional 
organizations, enrolling in internships, collaborating with clients, and curating and marketing exhibitions. Many students secure graduate or 
professional placement upon graduation.

The Department of Contemporary Art and Theater travels extensively, providing students the opportunity to experience art in the U.S. 
and abroad. We travel to the Baltimore-Washington, D.C., metropolitan area monthly and to New York City every fall. In addition, we travel to 
international destinations annually, including major cities all across Europe, along with more exotic locations such as Peru, Cuba, Africa, Egypt, and 
China.

The Visual Arts Collective
The Visual Arts Collective is a student organization for all art 
majors that organizes student exhibits, the annual art market that 
sells student work, lectures, and other activities to benefit the art 
students.

The Shepherd Photographers
This student photography organization aims to promote awareness 
of photography. Members organize exhibits of photography work 
and assist students in learning and understanding the varied aspects 
of photography.

About the Major

Accreditation

Careers

Get Involved
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The Department of Contemporary Art and Theater is fully 
accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and 
Design.

¡ Graphic designers work for a variety of firms or establish their 
own businesses.

¡ Photographers work for newspapers, the Department of the 
Interior, their own studio, or other photographers.

¡ Studio art majors most often elect to continue their education 
and earn an M.F.A. degree. Even with the B.F.A., studio art 
majors have opened their own businesses, adapted their skills 
to work as: animators, acquisition specialists, curators, exhibits 
designers, cake decorators, illustrators, framers, tattoo artists, 
textile designers, welders, landscape designers, cartoonists, color 
specialists for corporations, and a wide range of fields.

Art B.F.A.
¾ Graphic Design
¾ Nontoxic Printmaking
¾ Painting
¾ Photography/Computer Imagery
¾ Sculpture

Concentrations

The Art Market
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¡ State-of-the-art facilities and classrooms.

¡ Emphasis on professional development and 
opportunities for success after graduation.

¡ Dedicated faculty who advance student success through 
teaching excellence.

Points of Pride
For more information about the program, contact:
Professor Rhonda Smith
Chair of Department of Contemporary Art and Theater and
Professor of Art
rsmith@shepherd.edu
304-876-5294

Visit:
www.shepherd.edu/art

Apply today:
www.shepherd.edu/admissions/apply-to-shepherd

For information about financial aid, visit:
www.shepherd.edu/financialaid

Contact

Office of Admissions
Ikenberry Hall 103
Shepherd University
P.O. Box 5000
301 North King Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000

304-876-5212

www.shepherd.edu/admissions


