
Environmental studies is an interdisciplinary program that investigates interactions between humans and their environment. This includes physical and 
biological aspects in addition to the highly modified human-made environments such as urban and agricultural systems.

The home of environmental studies at Shepherd University is the Institute of Environmental and Physical Sciences. However, many other disciplines 
and departments including biology, chemistry, history, mathematics, and engineering contribute to the curriculum and the 
intellectual richness of environmental studies.

¾ Aquatic Science: This concentration provides students with practical skills in restoring aquatic habitats required for employment in industry, 
consulting firms, or government and prepares them for graduate studies in a diverse range of disciplines such as aquaculture, fisheries management, 
and ecology.

¾ Comprehensive Environmental Studies: The environmental studies comprehensive track prepares students with an integrative foundation in 
biology, physical sciences, technologies, earth systems, humanities, and social sciences needed to understand interactions between humans and their 
environment.

¾ Sustainable Resource Management: This concentration prepares students to investigate and implement policies related to the environment 
and natural resource conservation, to work in state and national parks, to undertake environmental advocacy, to develop programs for cultural and 
physical resource management and education, and to continue study at the graduate level.

Shepherd Environmental Organization (SEO)
Shepherd Environmental Organization is a student organization 
designed to foster a better understanding of our place in the 
environment and how we can better care for this environment. SEO 
promotes environmental awareness through education and fun 
green activities. It’s a great opportunity to meet people, who care 
about their environment, and have fun at the same time. Learn more 
about the organization, contact SEO faculty advisor Dr. Peter Vila 
at pvila@shepherd.edu.

About the Major

Careers

Get Involved
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Graduates of the environmental studies often find job opportunities 
in the fields of energy, sustainability, planning and conservation, 
natural resource management, environmental remediation/
compliance, waste management, soil science, air/water quality 
management, environmental education and communication, 
teaching, and technical writing. These jobs are found in federal, 
state, and local government agencies, the private sector, consulting 
firms, and industry.

Environmental 
Studies
¾ Aquatic Science
¾ Comprehensive Environmental Studies
¾ Sustainable Resource Management

¾ Geographic Information System (GIS)

Concentrations Minor

Points of Pride
¡ Our sustainability site features renewable energy technologies, 

sustainable vegetable and aquaculture production, and green 
transportation and serves as an outdoor classroom and learning 
laboratory for our students.

Sustainability Site.
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¡ Our internship program gives students real-world 
experience in the field, working with government, industry, and 
nongovernmental organization partners in the region.

¡ Our highly active department and student group 
organize an annual earth day celebration, campus tree plantings, 
river clean-ups, and camping and hiking trips.

¡ Our highly skilled graduates enjoy placement in federal, 
state, and local government agencies, private sector environmental 
groups, industry, and graduate schools.

For more information about the program, contact:
Dr. Clarissa Mathews
Chair of the Institute of Environmental and Physical Sciences and
Professor of Environmental and Physical Sciences
Byrd Science Hall 113
304-876-5677
cmathews@shepherd.edu

Visit:
www.shepherd.edu/ieps

Apply today:
www.shepherd.edu/admissions/apply-to-shepherd

For information about financial aid, visit:
www.shepherd.edu/financialaid

Contact

Office of Admissions
Ikenberry Hall 103
Shepherd University
P.O. Box 5000
301 North King Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000

304-876-5212

www.shepherd.edu/admissions

Earth Day Celebration.

Campus Tree Planting.


