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Elizabethtown College. The course, which meets on the Shepherd 
campus, is aimed at public school teachers who seek to enhance the 
Asia-related content of their courses on history, social studies, and 
other subjects. Funding is provided by the National Consortium 
for Teaching about Asia, a program of the Freeman Foundation. 
Dr. Gordon aims to continue to provide iterations of this course 
for area teachers in the coming years. 

Dr. Heidi Hanrahan, associate professor of English, had an ar-
ticle, “‘One Must Come ‘West’: Caroline Kirkland’s Heterotopic 
Vision,” published in Watchung Review in April 2017. Her review 
of Robert T. Tally Jr.’s Poe and the Subversion of American Litera-
ture: Satire, Fantasy, Critique appeared in the May 2017 issue of 
the Journal of American Studies.
 	 In November, Dr. Hanrahan and Dr. Amy DeWitt, associate 
professor of sociology, will present a paper titled “‘This is not who 
you are:’ Disney Transforms the Female Monster” at the Mid-At-
lantic Popular Culture Association Conference in Philadelphia.

Kristin Kaineg, associate professor of art and coordinator of the 
graphic design program, was the brand identity and user-interface 
designer working as part of an international team to create and 
build an app that connects, compares, and tracks service providers 
in Singapore. Ovvy, The People Marketplace, was released in 2017 
and has a similar functionality to Task Rabbit in the United States.
	 Closer to home, she collaborated with David Modler to design 
the promotional materials for the 2017 West Virginia Art Educa-
tion Association Conference held at Shepherd University October 
27-28. Design materials for the event include a poster, postcard, 
banners, signage, and conference schedule.
	 In the classroom, Kaineg’s ART 390 Professional Practices II 
course is collaborating with Snowshoe Mountain to create the 
design and marketing materials for the 2018 Homegrown Festival 
in March. The project kicked-off in September with the creative 
brief; in October poster concepts were pitched; and in November 
the class will travel to Snowshoe Mountain to make final presen-
tations to the marketing team. The team will select one of the pre-
sented solutions to be used for the event. Kaineg worked with Sarah 
Guyette, a Shepherd University alumna, to develop the project’s 
goals and deliverables.

Dr. Matthew J. Kushin, associate professor of communication, 
recently published a co-authored scholarly article titled “Social 
media and a spiral of political disaffection among young adults: A 
moderated mediation model of cynicism, efficacy, and social media 
on apathy” in the journal Mass Communication & Society. He also 
published a co-authored scholarly article in the Journal of Asian 
Pacific Communication titled “The demobilizing potential of inter-

personal conflict in the Pacific: The case of Guam.” Dr. Kushin is 
the co-author of an encyclopedia entry on sentiment analysis in 
the Encyclopedia of Big Data. 
	 In addition, Dr. Kushin’s co-authored piece, “Societal Majority, 
Facebook, and the Spiral of Silence in the 2016 U.S. Presidential 
Election,” was presented at the annual conference of the Associa-
tion for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication in Au-
gust in Chicago, Illinois. His co-authored piece, “A civic potential 
for video games in the Asia-Pacific region and the U.S.: Linking 
the social, achievement and immersion motivations to use games 
with online political participation and political decision-making,” 
was presented in September at the annual conference of the Asian 
Media Information and Communication Centre in Quezon City, 
Philippines.
	 In August, his co-authored piece, “Hootsuite University: Equip-
ping Academics and Future PR Professionals for Social Media Suc-
cess,” was awarded the top downloaded article award by the Journal 
of Public Relations Education for this past academic year.
	 Dr. Kushin’s Strategic Campaigns class is partnering with Chil-
dren of Uganda, a nonprofit based in Charles Town, to develop a 
promotional campaign. His Social Media class is participating in 
the Hootsuite Academy program and is participating in the inau-
gural class of the Meltwater University program. Both programs 
provide students access to widely used industry software for moni-
toring and analyzing social media. 
	 He is serving as co-chair of the social media committee of the 
Public Relations Division of the Association for Education in Jour-
nalism and Mass Communication.
	 In the last few months, Dr. Kushin traveled to Toledo, Spain, 
Montreal, Canada, and Buffalo, New York. In each of these loca-
tions he served as the director of the ICBO One app and Global 
Digital Strategy, assisting the International Congress of Behavioral 
Optometry (ICBO) with communication strategy and the imple-
mentation of a mobile social conference app. 

This summer, Dr. Jim Lewin, professor of English, wrote a 5,000-
word essay about recent biographies of Bob Dylan, titled “Dylan’s 
Destiny,” for MidAmerica, the principal publication of the Soci-
ety for the Study of Midwestern Literature. The editor solicited 
this project as a follow up to Dr. Lewin’s article “Bob Dylan’s Mid-
western Roots.” Also, the Ohio Valley Shakespeare Conference 
accepted Dr. Lewin’s proposal to present a paper on Shakespeare’s 
Rape of Lucrece at its 2017 meeting held October 19-21 at Bald-
win Wallace University.

David R. Modler, associate professor of art and coordinator of art 
education, presented Telling Our Stories: Integrating Text in the 
Visual Journal, as part of The Art of Education Online Conference 
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(PSA) Chapter has been productive as well. Late last fall, the PSA 
Chapter hosted its fifth ambassador to campus, Ambassador Ma-
mady Conde (Guinea) and his delegation for a memorable visit 
(more details are available on the Department of Political Science’s 
home page). The PSA Chapter is also pleased to announce that 
a national grant proposal was accepted by the national chapter of 
PSA. The funds received from this grant will allow the PSA chap-
ter to host a year-end banquet for the organization. 
	 Dr. Robbins also has served as a peer-reviewer for multiple jour-
nals during this semester (including the American Journal of Political 
Science and the American Political Science Review—his discipline’s 
two flagship journals) and has been invited to participate in vari-
ous focus groups and reviews through multiple publishers.
	 As the debate and forensics team coach, Dr. Robbins is proud to 
report that the team finished a very successful season. After winning 
first place in team debate at the WVIFA State Tournament for the 
second year in a row, the team traveled to Ocean City, Maryland, 
for the CFA’s end-of-season tournament. The team also took sec-
ond place at the Wilkes Invitational Tournament in early February. 
Dr. Robbins also serves two roles in WVIFA’s Executive Council: 
executive secretary and webmaster.

Dr. Stephanie A. Slocum-Schaffer, associate professor of politi-
cal science and co-coordinator of Gender and Women’s Studies, 
gave an invited lecture to a group of political leaders from Nepal 
in Washington, D.C., on March 21. The lecture, which focused on 
the structure and politics of American government and the role of 
women in American politics, was organized by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s International Visitor Leadership Program’s Change 
Makers: Women in Political and Social Sectors.

Dr. Richard A. Stevens, Jr., acting dean of graduate studies and 
continuing education and program coordinator of the master of arts 

in College Student Development and Administration program, was 
the keynote speaker and invited presenter at the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Of-
ficers annual conference in Laurel, Maryland, September 25 and 
26. His keynote address was titled “Interrupting Bias in the Work-
place: Impacts for Colleagues and Students.” He also presented on 
creating a more welcoming space for LGBTQA students on cam-
pus. Dr. Stevens was made an honorary member of the association 
at the conference.
 	 Dr. Stevens was an invited speaker at the Maryland College Per-
sonnel Association’s annual conference on October 20 at Howard 
Community College where he addressed ACPA’s Strategic Impera-
tive for Racial Justice and Decolonization. At that same confer-
ence, he also presented a program titled “Addressing Racial Jus-
tice and Decolonization: Informing our Practice with LGBTQ+ 
Populations.”

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics
Dr. Jason Best, professor of astronomy and astrophysics and di-
rector of strategic research initiatives, served as invited keynote 
speaker and observation guide at the Morris College Total Solar 
Observation Program, held on August 21 in Sumter, South Caro-
lina. In addition to presenting his public address “Five Billion Years 
in 200 Seconds,” he served as master of ceremonies to a crowd of 
more than one thousand people as they viewed the first total solar 
eclipse to make landfall on the continental United States since 1979.
 	 He was also asked by WEPM 93.7 news director Hans Fogle to 
appear on the show Panhandle Live in March. During a 30-min-
ute interview, Dr. Best discussed recent exoplanet discoveries and 
how these provide more information about our own solar system, 
the nature of discovery in astronomy, science in the public sphere, 
and the importance of maintaining science funding as a national 
priority. He made a return trip to Panhandle Live in August, where 
he spoke about the facts and myths of eclipses, as well as the op-
portunities that such events provide for engaging the public, espe-
cially children, in a deeper understanding of the scientific process.
 	 In addition, as part of his work with the Pulsar Search Collabo-
ratory, Dr. Best attended the West Virginia University Center for 
Gravitational Waves and Cosmology’s Advisory Board Meeting 
in May, and the 2017 WV EPSCoR NSF RII Track 1: Gravita-
tional Wave Astronomy and the Appalachian Freshwater Initia-
tive All-Hands Meeting in June. He subsequently served on the 
ad hoc Funding Sustainability Committee emerging from the lat-
ter meeting.
 	 Dr. Best also addressed a delegation of advisors from the U.S. 
Department of State’s EducationUSA higher education advising 
network in August. He spoke to the group about the importance of 
providing research opportunities to students across all disciplines 
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conference will be held at Shepherd University in March 2018. Dr. 
Jarman also represented Shepherd at the EducationUSA Forum in 
Washington, D.C., in late July 2018. EducationUSA is a program 
of the State Department designed to increase the presence of in-
ternational students on U.S. campuses.

Administration
Acting Provost Scott Beard has been invited to serve on the 
Higher Education Advisory Panel convened by the West Virginia 
Higher Education Policy Commission at the request of Governor 
Jim Justice. The governor has directed the HEPC to conduct a 
comprehensive study of the structure and function of the state’s 
public higher education system to ensure the long-term viability of 
the institutions. The National Center for Higher Education Man-
agement Systems (NCHEMS), an independent higher education 
policy and advocacy group, will conduct the study on the HEPC’s 
behalf. The Higher Education Advisory Panel met in Charleston 
on September 27, at which time the NCHEMS researchers asked 
panelists for their insights into the challenges facing the state’s 
public colleges and universities, students, and the state as a whole. 
The panel will meet again in Charleston on December 12 to re-
view a copy of the draft report and offer suggestions for changes 
and improvements.

President Mary J.C. Hendrix has published the following: 
Bodenstine TM, Chandler GS, Seftor REB, Seftor EA, and 
Hendrix MJC. Plasticity underlies tumor progression: Role of 
Nodal signaling. Cancer Metastasis Rev. 35(1):21-39, 2016. 
PMID: 26951550
 
Margaryan NV, Gilgur A, Seftor EA, Purnell C, Arva NC, Go-
sain AK, Hendrix MJC, Strizzi L. Melanocytes affect Nodal ex-
pression and signaling in melanoma cells: A lesson from pediat-
ric large congenital melanocytic nevi. Int J Mol Sci. 17(3):418, 
2016. PMID:2701171
 
Hendrix MJC, Seftor EA, Seftor REB, Chao JT and Chu YW. 
Tumor cell vascular mimicry: Novel targeting opportunity in 
melanoma. Pharmacol Ther 159:83-92, 2016. PMID:26808163
 
Bodenstine TM, Chandler GS, Reed DW, Margaryan NV, Gilgur 
A, Atkinson J, Ahmed N, Hyser M, Seftor EA, Strizzi L, Hendrix 
MJ. Nodal expression in triple-negative breast cancer: Cellular 
effects of its inhibition following doxorubicin treatment. Cell 
Cycle 15(9):1295-302, 2016. PMID: 27007464
 
Williamson SC, Metcalf R, Trapani F, Mohan S, Antonellol J, 
Abbott B, Leong HS, Chester CP, Simms N, Polanski R, Non-
anka D, Priest L, Fusi A, Carlsson F, Carlsson A, Hendrix MJC, 
Seftor REB, Seftor EA, Rothwell D, Hughes A, Hicks J, Miller 

C, Kuhn P, Brady G, Simpson KL,Blackhall F, and Dive C. Vas-
culogenic mimicry in small cell lung cancer. Nature Communi-
cations 7:13322, 2016. PMID:27827359.
 
Galat V, Galat Y, Perepitchka M, Jennings LJ, Iannaccone P, 
Hendrix MJC. Transgene reactivation and reversion to pluri-
potency of iPSC-derived mesenchymal cells. Stem Cells and 
Devel 25(14):1060-1070, 2016. PMDI: 27193052.
 
Khalkhali-Ellis Z, Galat V, Galat Y, Gilgur A, Seftor EA, Hen-
drix MJC. Lefty Glycoproteins in Human Embryonic Stem Cells: 
Extracellular Delivery Route and Posttranslational Modification 
in Differentiation. Stem Cells Dev 25(21):1681-1690, 2016. 
PMID: 27554431
 
Hendrix MJC, Kandela I, Mazar AP, Seftor EA, Seftor REB, 
Margaryan NV, Strizzi L, Murphy GF, Long GV, Scolyer RA. 
Targeting melanoma with front-line therapy does not abrogate 
Nodal-expressing tumor cells. Lab Invest 97(2):176-186, 2017.
 
Kalyan A, Carneiro BA, Chandra S, Kaplan J, Chae YK, Mat-
sangou M, Hendrix MJC, Giles F. Nodal signaling as a devel-
opmental therapeutics target in oncology. Mol Cancer Ther 
16(5):787-792, 2017. PMID:28468864
 
Margaryan NV, Seftor EA, Seftor REB and Hendrix MJC. Tar-
geting the stem cell properties of adult breast cancer cells: Us-
ing combinatorial strategies to overcome drug resistance. Curr 
Mol Bio Rep 3:159-164, 2017.
 
Zhang M, Hendrix MJC, Pemberton PA, Sakr WA, Sheng S. 
An essential role of Maspin in embryogenesis and tumor sup-
pression-response. Cancer Res, 2017, in press. PMID:28877938
 
Margaryan, N.V., Seftor, E.A., Seftor, R.E.B. and Hendrix, M.J.C. 
Heterogeneity and plasticity of melanoma: Challenges of cur-
rent therapies. In: Cutaneous Melanoma: Etiology and Therapy 
(W.H. Ward, J.M. Farma, eds.), Codon Publications, Brisbane, 
Australia, 2017, ISBN: 978-0-9944381-4-0, in press.

 
Dr. Hendrix is currently serving on the research-related boards of 
American Association for Cancer Research, Annenberg Center for 
Health Sciences, Chicago Council for Science and Technology, 
National Disease Research Interchange, and Research!America.

Jim Klein, director of the Martinsburg Center, was named the chair 
of Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport Authority in  July. Klein 
has served on the Airport Authority since June 2016 for a term 
that expires in June 2018. The authority maintains, supports, and 
operates the Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport with a goal 
of assuring that the airport stimulates business and enhances com-
munity development in the region.
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