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TO:    Faculty and Staff    
 
FROM:  Scott Beard, Provost 
 
DATE:  August 11, 2020 
 
RE:    New Faculty - 2020-2021 Academic Year 
 
Please join me in welcoming the following new faculty to the Shepherd community. Please take time to 
introduce yourself should you see them in your travels about campus. Below is a brief bio for each new 
faculty member.   
 

Ms. Angela (Mercer) Bender is a Clinical Faculty member in the Department of 
Social Work. Ms. Bender graduated from Shepherd University in 1999 with a 
Bachelors of Science degree in social work. She began her professional career as a 
Child Protective Service worker at the Department of Health and Human 
Resources in Berkeley County. Ms. Bender worked for eight years as a service 
coordinator for the WV Birth to Three program where she assisted families of 
children with developmental delays and disabilities.  In 2005, Angela and her 
husband Matthew became certified foster parents for the state of WV. Together 
they have 10 children, nine of whom were adopted from the foster care system. 
Ms. Bender began work with the Title IV E grant program in 2006, training PRIDE 
for prospective foster and adoptive families. In 2015-2016 she served as the 
interim PRIDE coordinator during the time that the current coordinator worked 
abroad with the Fulbright Scholarship Program. She has also served as the PRIDE 
site coordinator for the eastern Panhandle since 2016. In addition, Ms. Bender has 
been actively involved in the local school system as a volunteer, a substitute and 
in providing in service trainings to school staff regarding the foster care system 
and trauma effected children.   

 
 
Dr. Cara Burker is an Assistant Professor of Nursing in the School of 
Nursing, College of Nursing, Education, and Health Sciences. Dr. Burker 
is returning to Shepherd as full-time faculty in the School of Nursing. 
She has a BSN from Shepherd (’92), MS in Nursing from Townson 
University (’15), and a DNP from Shepherd (‘18). Dr. Burker worked at 
Shepherd in various roles since 2013 including Clinical Faculty and 
Program Coordinator for the CHOICES HRSA grant-funded program. 
She is currently a Family Nurse Practitioner in Martinsburg, WV.   

Dr. Burker lives in Sharpsburg, MD with her three dogs and enjoys 
spending time with her family and grandchildren. She is excited to return 
to the Shepherd and looks forward to joining the team.   
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Dr. Angela Busila is an Assistant Professor of Accounting in the Department of 
Accounting, College of Business. Dr. Busila holds a BSBA in Accounting from the 
University of Missouri - St. Louis, an MBA from Northern Illinois University, and 
a Ph.D. in Human Science from Saybrook University where her dissertation 
focused on ethical decision-making in accounting professionals. She is a licensed 
CPA in Illinois and has been teaching accounting and business in higher 
education for over twenty years. Dr. Busila has most recently taught at Virginia 
Wesleyan University and Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia. Dr. 
Busila has also held positions in public accounting, in industry as a controller 
and CFO, and in government as an auditor.   

 

Ms. Ally Christmas is an Assistant Professor of Art in the Department of   
Contemporary Art and Theater, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. 
Ms. Christmas is an interdisciplinary visual artist and educator in lens-based 
media. Much of her work revolves around notions of selfhood, lived experience, 
contemporary mythology, and methods of perception. Her work has been 
shown at a wide variety of venues, including bitforms gallery in New York City; 
aCinema’s aDifferent Festival in Milwaukee; ATHICA in Athens, GA; Marcia Wood 
Gallery in Atlanta, GA; the Center for Fine Art Photography in Fort Collins, CO; 
and the Alternative Film Festival in Toronto. In 2018, Ms. Christmas received her 
MFA in Photo/Video from the University of Georgia, after which she spent two 
years teaching video art and photography courses at Grinnell College as the 
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Video and New Media. 

 

 
 

Ms. Kay Dartt is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Art in the Department of Art 
and Contemporary Theater, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. Ms. 
Dartt is all about fabrication and collaboration. With a MS in Mechanical 
Engineering from Binghamton University and a MFA in sculpture from Alfred 
University her practice combines craft, engineering, and philosophy. As the 
Director of the FASTEnER Lab she aims to foster interdisciplinary opportunities 
that foster socially minded innovators in the classroom and the community. 
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Dr. Sebastian Donner joins Shepherd University as Assistant Professor for 
Analytical Chemistry. Born in the German Democratic Republic, Sebastian came to 
the U.S. in the early nineties. His degrees are from Bethany College, West Virginia 
University, and Iowa State University earning credentials in chemistry, public 
administration, and environmental engineering. His interests include water 
chemistry and environmental protection.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Laureen Donovan, PhD, RN, CCRN, assistant professor for the School of 
Nursing, College of Nursing, Education, and Health Sciences, has been teaching 
nursing for the last 9 years since her retirement from the United States Air Force 
in 2011. Her nursing specialty is critical care and trauma patients. One of the 
highlights of her Air Force career was her deployment in 2007 to Balad Air Base 
in Iraq. As a Flight Commander, she was responsible for the care of trauma 
patients for a 24-bed intensive care unit that employed 60 medical personnel 
and directed the ICU nursing teams’ capabilities and responsiveness to the 99% 
survival rate of injured military personnel. Since her retirement from the United 
States Air Force, she has taught over 1500 nursing students at the undergraduate 
and graduate level in the care of patients with a traumatic injuries, critical care, 

and leadership. Dr. Donovan received her doctorate in 2015 and has published 
several studies on teaching modalities in nursing classes and clinical. A personal 
goal is to continue to speak to the next generation of nurses on lifelong learning, 
leadership and ethical decision making in the role of the professional nurse.     

 
 

Ms. Amy Garzón Hampton, from Martinsburg, WV has been appointed 
Assistant Professor of Social Work in the Department of Social Work, 
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. Ms. Garzón Hampton has a 
BA in Psychology and AAS in Criminal Justice from Fairmont State College 
and received her Masters of Social Work (MSW) from the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore (UMB) with a concentration in management, social 
action and community development. In the 2015-2016 academic year, Ms. 
Garzón Hampton was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to Nicaragua where 
she conducted child welfare, anti-bullying, and mentoring workshops in 
addition to teaching a Gender and Equity course. Currently, she is working 
on a Ph.D. in Social Work at UMB with an emphasis on anti-oppression 
education and practice.   
 

Prior to the full-time appointment of assistant professor, Ms. Garzón Hampton worked in Shepherd’s 
Department of Social Work as the Title IV-E trainer and coordinator of foster/adoptive training in a 16- 
county region of the state.  She has also served as an adjunct professor at Shepherd for 13 years.  During 
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that time, Ms. Garzón Hampton taught various courses across the social work curriculum, developed an 
in-seat global social work course and implemented study abroad courses to Guatemala, Mexico, and Cuba. 
In addition to her service at Shepherd, Ms. Garzón Hampton also coordinated the WVU Masters of Social 
Work Program in the Eastern Panhandle in 2009-2010 in which she served as both an administrator and 
lecturer 
 
 

Dr. Janay Gasparini is an Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice in the 
Department of Sociology, Criminology, and Criminal Justice, College of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences, at Shepherd University. Dr. Gasparini came to 
Shepherd from Dutchess Community College in the Hudson Valley Region of 
New York State where she served as an instructor and chairperson in the 
Criminal Justice and Security Program. During her five years at DCC, Dr. 
Gasparini implemented service learning initiatives into the curriculum and 
designed the program's first online courses. She also served on the executive 
team of the Criminal Justice Educators' Association of New York State and was 
the recipient of an Innovative Educator Grant from her institution.  
 

Prior to beginning a career in academia, Dr. Gasparini worked as a police officer. She graduated police 
academy as the first female Top Cop in the region. During her tenure as a police officer, Dr. Gasparini 
acquired numerous specialized certifications and performed assignments as a crime scene technician, a 
field training officer, and a police instructor. She also served in the role of Community Relations Officer 
and instructed in local police academies on topics ranging from physical fitness to ethical awareness. 
Over the course of her policing career, Dr. Gasparini earned multiple commendations for meritorious 
duty and lifesaving.  
 
Dr. Gasparini earned a B.A. in International Relations from the State University of New York at New Paltz, 
a Masters of Criminal Justice from Boston University, and a PhD in Criminal Justice from Walden 
University.  
 

Mr. Md. Amjad Hossain joins Shepherd University as an Assistant Professor 
of Computer Science in the Department of Computer Sciences, Mathematics, 
and Engineering, College of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics. Mr. Hossain received a bachelor’s in computer science and 
engineering from Khulna University of Engineering and Technology, 
Bangladesh in 2008. He joined the same university as a faculty member 
immediately after earning his degree and served for three and a half years. 
Currently, he is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Computer Science, Kent 
State University. He will graduate in the Fall 2020. Mr. Hossain also served as 
a part-time faculty member at Kent State University for several semesters 
during his PhD. He has worked in multiple areas of computer science and co-
authored many journals and conference articles. His current research interest 
includes multimedia computing and networking, distributed systems, image 
processing and AI.  
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Dr. Brenda Johnston, from Winchester, Virginia, is an Assistant Professor in the 
School of Nursing, College of Nursing, Education, and Health Sciences. She is 
married and has four children and six grandchildren. Dr. Johnston earned a 
nursing degree from Shenandoah University in 1985 and started her career at 
Winchester Medical Center (WMC) on the medical-surgical unit. After three years, 
she transitioned to the emergency department, and in 1998 developed the 
Forensic Nursing program at WMC. Dr. Johnston completed her undergraduate 
and graduate nursing programs at Shenandoah University (SU). She earned a DNP 
from George Mason University in 2014. Dr. Johnston is a former SU Associated 
Professor of Nursing, and in 2019 she opened her private practice, Holistic 
Psychiatric Services, PLLC.  Dr. Johnston is a member of the American Nurses 
Association, the Virginia Council of Nurse Practitioners, Sigma Theta Tau 
International (STTI) Nursing Honor Society’s Rho Pi Chapter, and the American 
Psychiatric Nurse’s Association. She is the past president of the Virginia Chapter of 
the International Association of Forensic Nursing, past president of STTI Rho Pi 
Chapter and past president of the Northern Shenandoah Valley Chapter of the 
National Association on Mental Illness. 

 
 

Ms. Sadie Shorr-Park joins the Department of English, College of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences as a Lecturer. She has taught writing in the 
English and Modern Languages department at Shepherd University since 
2016.  She is also the director for the Society for Creative Writing at 
Shepherd University.  Her creative writing has appeared or is forthcoming 
in Painted Bride Quarterly, Utne Reader, Witness, Cimarron Review, Aquifer: 
The Florida Review, Appalachian Heritage, Sierra Nevada Review, 
Blueline, and Lines+Stars, among others.  Her books reviews can be found 
in Los Angeles Review of Books, Iowa Review Blog, and Southern Literary 
Review. She is a director for New City Community Press, where she was the 
editor of Becoming International: Musings on Studying Abroad in 
America (Parlor Press).  

 
 

Mr. Austin Showen, Assistant Professor of Music, is director of Music 
Education in the School of Music, College of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences at Shepherd University. He is a West Virginia native and proud 
alumnus of Shepherd University where he earned his Bachelor of Music 
Education. He also holds a Master of Music Education with Kodály 
certification from Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and is a doctoral 
candidate in music education at Arizona State University. As a scholar, 
Austin focuses on the intersection of philosophy, aesthetics, and curriculum 
studies. He explores how our ideas about the nature of music, learning, and 
aesthetic experience afford and constrain possibilities for artistic-pedagogic 
engagement both in and outside of schools. He is also interested in promoting 



Shepherd University 

Office of the Provost 

P.O. Box 5000 

Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

304-876-5176 phone 304-876-5038 fax 

www.shepherd.edu/academic-affairs 

creative approaches to music education that incorporate popular music, 
composition, and contemporary forms of musicianship. Austin has presented 
his research at state, national, and international conferences and has 
published in the journal Leisure Sciences. 

 
 

 
Dr. Tomas Yufik, is an Associate Professor of Psychology in the Department of 
Psychology, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. Dr. Yufik is a 
clinical psychologist with a research emphasis on Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder and personality assessment. Dr. Yufik received his Bachelor's Degree 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and his doctorate degree from the 
State University of New York. Prior to Shepherd, Dr. Yufik was an Associate 
Professor at St. Edward’s University in Austin, Texas. He has collaborated with 
students on many research projects examining the nature of clinical diagnosis 
and looks forward to continuing his work with students at Shepherd 
University. 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Lisa Zerull is excited to join the School of Nursing in the College of 
Nursing, Education, and Health Sciences as an Assistant Professor. After 
serving in acute care nursing leadership positions for 30 years, Lisa pursues a 
passion to facilitate student learning and inspire the next generation of nurse 
professionals. She is also committed to promoting youth healthcare career 
exploration with plans to engage the regional community in partnership with 
Shepherd University. Dr. Zerull earned a Ph.D. in nursing from the University 
of Virginia, a MS in Nursing at George Mason University, and a BS in Nursing at 
The Ohio University. In her personal time, you will find Lisa hiking with her 
husband on one of many trails in the Shenandoah Valley, or helping to plan 
two weddings for her boy and girl twins.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


