
 

 

HARPERS FERRY/BOLIVAR HISTORY - INTERNSHIP 

CHALLENGE 

Merchants, residents/home owners, and even historians do not have ready access to the rich history of 
buildings in the historic towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, West Virginia. A great deal is known about 
the historic buildings in the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. However, little is known or collected 
regarding the history of individual buildings outside the Park boundary, in Lower Town Harpers Ferry, 
Upper Town Harpers Ferry, and in Bolivar.  

The rich history of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar includes activities related to George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson, the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and Railroad, John 
Brown’s Raid, the Civil War, Storer College, and the Niagara Movement. The individual history of shops, 
pubs, boarding houses, homes, churches, town offices, a jail and other uses of the buildings over time 
awaits discovery. The identification of owners of these establishments over time is also a reservoir of 
information that needs to be documented. 

Attachment 1 provides a synopsis of the history of the Park and related areas of significance as part of 
the historical record. The full Foundation Document, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Maryland, 
Virginia, and West Virginia, January, 2016 is an excellent jumping off place for the initiation of research 
activities. 

TASK DEFINITION 

Research the history of the numerous merchant establishments and historic buildings in Harpers Ferry 
and Bolivar. Work with key individuals with extensive knowledge of history for the towns including the 
history of accommodations, restaurants, shops, homes, town offices and churches. Interview key 
resource individuals and organizations; attend monthly meetings of key history-related organizations. 
Research organization databases, including those related to the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 
the Harpers Ferry Park Association, Harpers Ferry Civil War Roundtable, the Jefferson County Museum 
and Jefferson County Historical Society, and the National Register of Historic Places, museum 
collections, and others to be identified by the student(s). 

DELIVERABLE 



Develop a digital database and hard copy document for ease of use by merchants, residents and 
historians.  

As an optional activity, develop a historical walking tour of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, highlighting key 
historical sites in addition to the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 

The collected historical information will be an excellent, and helpful resource for merchants, historians 
and others to use to enhance the “visitor experience” for visitors and guests, for a long time to come. 

 

RESOURCE INDIVIDUALS 

Dennis Frye – Chief of Interpretation, Education and Partnerships, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
(Retired). The 46-year Park Historian with an amazing knowledge of the history of the area. A graduate 
of Shepherd University. 

Dan Riss – Local resident, with extensive knowledge of buildings and houses in the two towns, including 
historic photographs. 

Doug Perks - Currently the Historian of the Jefferson County Museum, cofounder 
of the Charles Town Library Civil War Roundtable, a Harpers Ferry Certified Park Guide, serves on the 
Museum Committee, Shepherdstown Historical Society, Vice President of the Harpers Ferry Park 
Association, and Historian of the Elmwood Cemetery Association, Incorporated.  

Ed Wheeless – President, Harpers Ferry Bolivar Town Foundation, and a leader of the Harpers Ferry Civil 
War Roundtable. 

Mayor Helen Dettmer, Town of Bolivar – A long-time resident of Bolivar, with knowledge of the history 
of buildings and a reference to individuals in Bolivar who know about history of the town. 

EXCELLENT ORGANIZATIONS AND SOURCE DOCUMENTS 

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 

Jefferson County Museum 

Foundation Document, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia, 
January, 2016 

National Register of Historic Places – Harpers Ferry, 1976 


