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From the Dean
 
Welcome new and returning 
graduate students, faculty, and 
Shepherd community! 

I hope that summer was relaxing and 
rejuvenating as you return for 

another semester or begin your first.  Graduate 
students are an important part of Shepherd 
University and the diversity of the campus.  We are 
excited to have each of you here as you bring your 
lived experiences into traditional and/or virtual 
classrooms.  The choices in graduate study brings 
learners from many backgrounds to enrich the 
overall student population and increases learning in 
and out of the classroom. 

Graduate students are essential to ongoing 
activities of the campus including the Dean’s 
Advisory Council, Student Life Council, search 
committees, and other University experiences. 
Please speak with your advisor or program 
coordinator for current opportunities. 

Many new and exciting things occurred during the 
spring and summer.  We officially began our first 
Master of Science degree in Data Analytics and 
Information Systems.  We had our first Doctor of 
Nursing Practice students graduate.  We developed 
official Shepherd University doctoral and master’s 
regalia.  We had another successful graduate 
research day and a beautiful Graduate 
Commencement.  The MA – Appalachian Studies 
Intent to Plan was approved and materials have 
now been sent to WV Higher Education Policy 
Commission and the Higher Learning Commission.  

Over the summer there have been several changes 
to the campus.  The Bookstore has been renovated 
and is now run by Follett.  Dining Services is now 
managed by Chartwells and will continue to provide 
options in our many eateries around campus. 

Dr. Scott Beard who served as Dean of Graduate 
Studies and Continuing Education for many years 
was named Provost this summer.  I am officially 
following him in my role as Dean of Graduate 
Studies and Faculty Affairs.  I will be finishing up my 
16th year at Shepherd University and have 
previously served as Acting Dean and also as the 
Program Coordinator for the Master of Arts in 
College Student Development and Administration 
(2006-2018). 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Dr. Richard Stevens, Dean 
Graduate Studies & Faculty Affairs 
rstevens@shepherd.edu 
 

Master of Science in Data 
Analytics and Information 
Systems 
A new graduate studies program and the first 
Master of Science degree began spring 2018.   
 
Shepherd University’s M.S. in Data Analytics and 
Information Systems is a 36 credit-hour program 
that is interdisciplinary in nature, and is designed 
for students to utilize their understanding of data in 
in the field of data analytics and in the computer-
oriented study of information systems.  The 
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program develops students who have advanced 
capacity to derive knowledge from data, 
communicate an understanding of that knowledge, 
and to develop and manage computer information 
systems that are used in data analytics and other 
areas.  
 
 
Graduate Commencement 2018 
 
Graduate Commencement 2018 was another 
success.  The second year of offering a graduate 
student only event maintained the tradition of last 
year such a processional, honorary degree 
recipient, guest speakers and hooding of candidates 
by the graduate program coordinators, but added 
our first DNP graduates and official Shepherd 
University regalia for both doctoral and master’s 
students.  
 

 
 

Dr. Paul Welch - Keynote 
speaker and Doctor of Science 
Honorary Degree Recipient at 
Graduate Commencement 
 
Shepherdstown resident Paul Welch, M.D. a 
physician/nephrologist caring for patients in 
Berkeley and Jefferson counties and president of 

the medical staff at Berkeley Medical Center in 
Martinsburg, generously provided the initial 
funding to support the development of Shepherd 
University’s first doctoral program, the Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP). In recognition of his work in 
helping to establish the doctoral program, Dr. 
Welch was the invited speaker for the inaugural 
White Coat Ceremony for Shepherd’s first class of 
DNP students.  

Dr. Welch, and his wife, Lisa, have been strong and 
enthusiastic supporters of Shepherd. In 2013, they 
established the Shepherd University Distinguished 
Awards Program, which identifies and mentors 
students and faculty interested in applying for 
prestigious national and international fellowships 
and scholarships. Seeking to engage the community 
in the intellectual life of the university, the couple 
established the Paul and Lisa Welch Endowment, 
which provides annual grants to support cultural 
programming on campus. As patrons of Shepherd’s 
Contemporary American Theater Festival, the 
Welches co-commissioned the CATF world 
premiere of the play H2O in 2013 and co-sponsored 
the play On Clover Road, which had its CATF world 
premiere in 2015.

 

After a 25-year career in the U.S. Army, Dr.  Welch 
retired in 2004 as a Colonel.  He earned a B.A. in 
biology from the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga and a Master of Public Health and an 
M.D. from the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. 
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Graduate Research Day and 
Graduate Student Awards 
 
Graduate Research Day was held Saturday, April 21, 
2018 in the Byrd Center for Congressional History 
and Education.  Graduate students from the DNP, 
C&I, MAT, APST, and CSDA presented on variety of 
topics ranging from ADHD to the Myers Briggs Type 
Indicator and from Appalachian Storyteller: 
Elizabeth Ellis to substance use on college 
campuses. Poster sessions provided attendees with 
additional opportunities to learn about the various 
researched topics.   
 

 
 
Presenters were evaluated during their 
presentations and the following were awarded 
graduate student awards during the closing 
remarks of the event. 
 

Distinguished Graduate Student – Scholarship 
Stephen Johnston, DNP 

 
Distinguished Graduate Student – Professionalism 

Krista Kyker, MAT 
Megan Rynne, MACI and APST 

Janet Stevens, MACI 
 

 

Distinguished Graduate Faculty 
Award 

 
The Douglas C. Smith Distinguished Graduate 
Faculty Award goes to the graduate faculty member 
who has made significant contributions to the 
graduate culture at Shepherd University, based on 
teaching evaluations, professional development, 
and service to the institution, profession, and 
community. 

 
This 2018 recipient was Dr. Michael Groves from 
the Department of Nursing Education. Dr. Groves is 
an Associate Professor of Nursing and teaches 
regularly in the DNP program.  In addition to his 
responsibilities with the DNP program, he also 
serves as the Health Administration Concentration 
Coordinator in the MBA. 
 
Dr. Groves was recognized at the Inaugural Faculty 
Awards and Recognition Ceremony in April 2018.  In 
addition to his name on a plaque outside of the 
Graduate Studies office, he received a medallion, 
certificate, individual plaque, and $500 professional 
development award.  He will serve on the awards 
committee for 2019 and will be the banner carrier 
for Graduate Studies at the 2019 Commencement. 
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Spotlight on Graduate Faculty 
 
Each issue we will spotlight a faculty member 
involved in some way with one or more of the 
graduate programs.   We have had a number of 
changes in leadership of graduate programs this 
year and thought it was important to know contacts 
for programs. 
 
CSDA:   Dr. Ann Wendle is serving as Acting 
Program Coordinator for the College Student 
Development and Administration.  She has 
transitioned from her role in Student Affairs. This 
year is her third year of teaching with the program.  
In addition to her previous courses of Advising and 
Helping and Social Justice Issues in Higher 
Education, she will teach Student Development 
Theory and Practicum this fall. Dr. Wendle earned 
her Ph.D. from Old Dominion University. 
 
DAIS:  Dr. George Ray has assumed the role of 
Program Coordinator for the DAIS program.   He 
succeeds Dr. Weidong Liao who graciously served in 
this role for the first year. Dr. Ray will be teaching 
Geospatial Data Analysis this fall. 
 
C&I:  Dr. B.B. Mitchell will assume the helm for the 
Curriculum and Instruction program.  She will 
assume the advising of all current and future C&I 
students. Among her other courses she will be 
teaching the Inclusion Seminar this fall. B.B. has her 
Ph.D. from the University of Kansas, Lawrence. 
 
MAT:  Dr. LeAnn Johnson will coordinate the MAT 
program. She is transitioning from her Director of 
Teacher Education role and will focus on pathways 
to increase enrollment in the MAT.  Dr. Johnson 
received her Ph.D. from the University of Maryland 
– College Park. 
 
The C&I and MAT Program Coordinator role was 
split for FY19 with the retirement of Dr. Georgiann 
Toole who served as the Program Coordinator for 

both programs for many years. We wish her the 
best. 
 
Graduate Program Contacts 
 
CSDA – Ann Wendle, awendle@shepherd.edu 
C&I – B.B. Mitchell, bmitchel@shepherd.edu 
DAIS – George Ray, gray@shepherd.edu 
DNP – Sharon Mailey, smailey@shepherd.edu 
MAT – LeAnn Johnson, ljohnson@shepherd.edu 
MBA – Ben Martz, bmartz@shepherd.edu 
 
 
Graduate Student Advisory Council 
Current graduate students, please contact your 
Program Coordinator if you are interested in 
serving on the Dean’s Advisory Council.  Meetings 
will be at 3:30pm generally on the last Wednesday 
of each month when classes are held.  I am looking 
for 1-2 students for each doctoral and master’s 
program 
 

You can find up-to-date 
information and events on 
our Facebook pages: 

Graduate Studies 

CSDA 

Martinsburg Center 
 
Graduate Research Day – Saturday, April 27, 2019 
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History 
and Education. Mark your calendar.  More 
information coming in the near future. 
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Calendar Dates to Remember 
 
8/27/18  Classes Begin 
8/31/18  Last day to Add/Drop 
9/3/18  Labor Day – University Closed 
10/15/18 Second half of semester class begin 
10/18-19/18 Fall Break – no classes (unless needed for 

inclement weather), University Open 
10/24-11/7/18 Spring Advising 
11/18-25/18 Thanksgiving Recess – no classes; University 

closed 11/21-23/18 
12/7/18 Last day of classes  
12/10-14/18 Final Exams 
12/18/18 Grades available (RAIL) 
 

 
 

EDPD Fall 2018 Schedule 
 

Lifelong Learning Fall 2018 Schedule 
 
 
 

Graduation Application 
 

Deadline for May and August 2019 Graduation: 
Friday, October 12, 2018 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Tuition Waiver Due Dates 
 
Spring 2019 - November 1, 2018 
Summer 2019 – March 1, 2019 (pending remaining 
funding) 
 
Student Tuition Waiver Form 
 
Employee or Graduate Student Researcher Tuition 
Waiver Form 
 

 
 
 

 


