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1.The Scarborough Society recently funded a library grant proposal at $37,800.00.  This will help maintain the databases at Scarborough Library, as well as fund the popular book collection, the Student Library Advisory Board, some much needed furniture, and a wonderful new Children’s Literature Collection.  The latter is a new initiative, developed by librarian, Rachel Hally.  The Scarborough Society has provided $15,000.00 this fiscal year toward this collection.
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE COLLECTION 
The children’s literature collection at Scarborough Library is a critical resource for our early childhood, elementary, and secondary education students, who make up the largest major on campus. The 383 enrolled students use the collection to familiarize themselves with children’s literature and to prepare lesson plans for their student teaching experiences. The children’s literature collection is badly out of date and needs updating to meet the needs of aspiring teachers. In fact, we have heard anecdotally that Shepherd education students often use the public library instead of Scarborough to check out books because Shepherd’s collection is lacking.
Current education students need access to books that deal with modern problems and social issues they will be teaching about in their internships and after they graduate. We propose to update the children’s literature collection with books and other materials that help children learn about diversity, multiculturalism, social issues like race and gender discrimination, disabilities, and bullying, and global literature, music, and art. We would like to add materials in multiple languages and include lesson planning and curriculum development tools such as audiobooks, DVDs, and Braille books and other materials for users with disabilities.  
Another reason to expand and update the children’s literature collection is that we have several faculty here at Shepherd University who work with children’s literature in their own teaching and research. Dr. Carrie Messenger, Dr. Heidi Hanrahan, and Dr. Amy DeWitt have all offered advice and are willing to help with collection development based on their interest in children’s media. Dr. Messenger also explained that in her creative writing classes, many students show an interest in writing fiction for children, so they would benefit greatly from a better collection of contemporary children’s literature. One strategy to attract and retain talented faculty is to maintain an outstanding library collection, and modernizing the children’s literature collection is part of that work. 
Attracting community members to Scarborough Library is another reason to update the collection. Building awareness among families in town that the Scarborough Library children’s collection is available to them for their use can only strengthen the university’s ties to the town. 
Scarborough Library has always collected books that win the Newbery and Caldecott Medals for children’s literature. I propose to expand that prize winner category to include the following:  Amelia Bloomer Project, honoring books with feminist themes that promote empowerment for girls and women;  American Indian Youth Literature Awards, celebrating books by and about American Indians;  Asian/Pacific American Awards for Literature, recognizing books about Asian and Pacific Islanders and honoring their culture;  Best Fiction for Young Adults, celebrating books written for young people aged 12-18;  Coretta Scott King Award, honoring books by African American authors and illustrators that highlight the African American experience;  E.B. White Read Aloud Award, for books encouraging children and adults to read aloud together.
 Jane Addams Children's Book Award, for books advancing the social justice values of peace and equality;   Josette Frank Award, celebrating books that demonstrate how children face adversity and exhibit moral and emotional growth as a result;  Odyssey Award for Excellence in Audiobook Production, recognizing the best children’s audiobooks of any genre produced that year;  Pura Belpré Award, for outstanding children’s literature focused on the Latino cultural experience; and   Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction, honoring books that ignite young readers’ interest in history.   
Along with these prize winners, I also plan to add materials about issues facing young people today, particularly bullying, gender identity, and disabilities. There is a large world out there to explore and education students would benefit from content in various formats and languages, as well as music recordings and art appreciation materials. Adding new materials and formats that reflect the experiences of a diverse community, culture, and world will allow Shepherd’s student teachers to broaden their horizons and begin to understand the needs of their future students through literature and other media. Having these materials available for lesson planning will enhance education students’ ability to empathize with their students and understand issues faced by diverse and vibrant communities and cultures. This project proposal responds to urgent and critical needs by updating and overhauling the badly outdated children’s literature collection our education students are using today.  
There are 383 education students currently enrolled at Shepherd. However, the impact of this project will be exponentially larger because of how many children those 383 Shepherd students will influence during their student teaching experiences. With access to a more current selection of children and young adult materials that reflects our modern society, Shepherd student learning will be enhanced greatly. Those achievements will act like a pebble in a pond, rippling outwards and affecting hundreds of K-12 students in our local community and across the region. Students today deal with a wide variety of social issues, such as race relations, bullying, and gender diversity. They are also learning about different cultures around the world and need materials to support that exploration. Having a collection of literature and other media that addresses those issues and concerns will help Shepherd education and English students and faculty, foreign language students, and community users. 
 2. The library has purchased two new digital projectors.   One can be checked out for 4 days, while the other is 2 hours, library use only.  If professors find these useful, we can purchase more.
3.  Please visit our new website for the Shepherd University Archives and Special Collections:
https://libguides.shepherd.edu/c.php?g=342396&p=6244822

