
Shepherd University: 
Campus Climate Survey Results 

Data collected in Spring 2018 



Overview 

 Purpose: To generate campus-specific data on: 

 Nature and extent of sexual misconduct and 

violence on campus 

 Attitudes, perceptions, and experience related 

to violence and harassment, response, and 

prevention 

 984 Shepherd University students participated in 

the survey 

 Participants ages range from under 18 to 25 or 

older, first-year students through graduate students 

 

 

 



Demographics 

69% 

30% 

0% 1% 0% 0% 

Gender Identity 

Woman (n =679) Man (n = 293) Transwoman (n=1) Transman (n = 3) Gender non-conforming (n = 3) Other

Most students that 

participated in the 

survey identified as 

women, followed by 

men. There were 8 

respondents that did 

not identify as a 

woman or a man. 



Demographics 

1% 

2% 

9% 

0% 

83% 

5% 

Race 

American Indian/Alaska Native
(n=9)

Asian (n=13)

Black/African American (n=65)

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
(n=3)

Most respondents (83%) were 

white, reflective of Shepherd 

University’s enrollment (80.3% 

white). Other races 

represented are mostly 

reflective of University 

demographics for 

undergraduate and graduate 

enrollment. 



Demographics 

0% 
11% 

19% 

19% 
17% 

8% 

5% 

4% 

17% 

Age 

Under 18 (n=1)

18 (n=106)

19 (n=185)

20 (n=186)

21 (n=167)

22 (n=83)

23 (n=48)

Nearly 70.0% of all 

Shepherd students are 

under age 25 while 65.1% 

of survey participants 

were 21 or younger.  

Seniors (24.6%) and 

freshmen (23.9%) 

submitted slightly more 

responses than other 

undergraduates. 

 



Demographics 

34% 

28% 

37% 

0% 

1% 
Residential Status 

On Campus Residence Hall (n=334)

Off-campus w/o Parents/Guardian
(n=270)

At home with parent/guardian
(n=368)

Homeless (n=3)

Homeowner (n=8)

Most students that 

responded to this survey 

either lived on campus, at 

home with family, or on their 

own.  



General School Connectedness  

0 36 18 23.99 

Average School Connectedness Score 

The average school connectedness score is based on 12 questions about students’ 

general perceptions of Shepherd University. These questions asked about perceived 

safety, value, and respect while others focused on specific campus resources and 

experiences while enrolled at Shepherd University. 



Campus Climate - Student Belonging 

and Connectedness  

 Examples of questions average score is based on 

 I feel valued as an individual at this school: 948 responses, 79.4% 

 I am happy to be a student at this school: 946 responses, 82.3% 

 I feel close to people at this school: 948 responses, 68.8% 

 I feel like I am part of this school: 947 responses, 73%  

 I believe students at this school respect one another: 942 responses, 

78.3% 

 I believe students at this school trust one another: 941 responses, 

78.4% 

 

 



Perceptions of School Leadership 

0 

0 

0 

21 

15 

12 

10.5 

7.5 

6 

15.77 

10.68 

8.86 

Perceptions of School Leadership Climate for Sexual 

Misconduct Prevention and Response  

Awareness and Perceived Fairness of School Sexual 

Assault Policy and Resources  

Perceptions of School Leadership Climate for 

Treatment of Sexual Assault Victims  

Theses scales are based on 

students’ awareness of policies 

and their perceptions of the 

school’s leadership efforts 

related to sexual misconduct. 

Most students were aware of 

and perceived school sexual 

assault policies to be fair. Most 

also perceived leadership 

prevention, response, and 

treatment to be positive. 



Campus climate – perceptions of 

Safety and school leadership 

91.8 

83.5 

18.1 

82.9 82.9 
89.6 

8.2 

16.5 

81.9 

17.1 17.2 
10.5 
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I feel safe when I
am on this

campus

I believe there is
a clear sense of
appropriate &
inappropriate

behavior among
students at
Shepherd

I believe alcohol
abuse is a big
problem at
Shepherd

I believe
Shepherd is

trying hard to
protect the rights

of all students

I believe
Shepherd is

trying hard to
make sure that
all students are

treated equally &
fairly

I believe
Shepherd is

trying hard to
make sure that
all students are

safe

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



General Campus Perceptions of 

Administration, Campus Police and 

Administration  

0 

0 

0 

9 

9 

9 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

5.96 

5.98 

6.11 

Leadership Staff 

Campus Police 

Faculty  

These scores are each 

based on questions 

regarding student’s 

perceptions about each of 

these categories. Faculty 

had the highest overall 

rating, followed by SUPD, 

and leadership staff, 

respectively. 



General Perceptions of Campus Police, 

Faculty, and Administration 

81.1 82.6 81.9 

36.3 

83.8 86.1 

78.9 

33.1 

80.9 
84.4 83.6 

47.3 

0
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90

100

This group is genuinely
concerned about

students wellbeing

This group is doing all
they can to protect

students

This group treats
students fairly

This group is more
interested in protecting

the reputation of
Shepherd than the
students they serve

Campus Police Faculty Administration



Perceptions of School Leadership cont. -  

Climate for prevention and response at 

Shepherd  

93.6 91.5 91.9 90.6 90.6 
86.3 

82.8 

6.4 8.4 8.1 9.4 9.5 
13.7 

17.3 

0

10

20

30

40

50
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80

90

100

Sexual harassment
is not tolerated at

this school

This school takes
training in SA
prevention
seriously

This school is
doing a good job

of education
students about SA

This school is
doing a good job

of trying to
prevent SA from

happening

This school is
doing a good job
of providing the

needed services to
victims of SA

This school is
doing a good job
of investigating
incidents of SA

This school is
doing a good job
of holding people
accountable for
committing SA

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



Awareness & Perceived Fairness of School 

Sexual Assault Policy & Resources 

Awareness and Perceived Fairness: The following questions measured student awareness of 

school procedures and their perception of these procedures 

82.5 84.7 85.3 85.3 84.9 

17.2 15.2 14.6 14.8 15 

0
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90

I am aware of and
understand this

school's procedures
for dealing with

reported incidents of
SA

I know what services
are available for

people who
experience SA

If a friend of mine
were sexually

assaulted, I know
where to take my
friend to get help

At this school,
students who are

accused of
perpetrating SA are

treated fairly

At this school, when
it is determined that
SA has happened, the

perpetrator gets
punished apporiately

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



PERCEPTIONS OF SCHOOL RESPONSE 

TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT 

If I were sexually assaulted I believe this school would… 

86.5 
91 91.1 

83.6 

13.5 
9 8.8 

16.4 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Take my case seriously Protect my privacy Treat me with dignity &
respect

Enable me to continue my
education without having

ot interact with the
person who assaulted me

Strongly Agree/ Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



Have you ever attended/received 

training that covered: 

75.9 

83.7 
79.2 

75.6 74.9 
81.2 79.1 

24.1 

16.3 
20.8 

24.4 25.1 
18.8 20.9 
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Yes No



How Likely Would You be to Report a Sexual Assault 

to the Following Groups? 
Likelihood of Reporting Sexual Assault : The following questions measures the likelihood that 

students would report if they experienced a sexual assault.  

69.5 
74.6 

70.5 69.9 
67.8 

30.6 
26.4 

29.5 30.1 
32.2 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Administrators,
faculty, or other
school officials

A crisis center or
helpline, or a hospital
or health care center

at this school

A crisis center or
helpline, or a hospital
or health care center

NOT at this school

Campus police or
security at this school

Local police NOT at
this school, such as
the county or city
police department

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



Sexual Assault Victimization: 

2017-2018 School Year 

 

 

 

In the 2017-2018 school 

year, 5% of survey 

participants reported 

having had unwanted 

sexual contact, 8% 

reported being coerced 

into a sexual act, 21.3% 

reported being sexually 

harassed (in person or via 

technology), and 6.2% 

reported experiencing 

intimate partner violence 

(IPV), all since the 

beginning of the last 

school year. 



Unwanted Sexual Contact 2017-2018 

 Since the beginning of the current academic year in August 

2017, has anyone had unwanted sexual contact with you? 

 95% responded “No”, 5% “Yes” 

 

 

6.4 

23.4 

12.8 12.8 

6.4 

8.5 

4.3 4.3 4.3 

17 

0

5

10

15

20

25

Aug-17 Sep-17 Oct-17 Nov-17 Dec-17 Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 Unsure/I don't
know

In what month did this incident occur? 



Unwanted Sexual Contact 2017-2018 

cont. 

43.9% 

29.3% 

22% 

4.9% 

Where did this incident 
occur? 

On campus Off capus but in town

Different city/towm Unsure/I don't know

On Campus Off-campus but in 

Unsure/I don’t know 

94.3% 

5.7% 

What was the gender of the 
person who had unwanted 
sexual contact with you? 

Man Women

Different 

City/town 



Presence of Alcohol or Drugs 

54.3 

31.4 

14.3 

Offender under the 
influence? 

Yes No Unsure/I don't know

53.7 

46.3 

Victim under the 
influence? 

Yes No



Offender Profile 

55.60% 

38.90% 

5.60% 

Was the person a member of 
Shepherd University 

community 
(student/employee)? 

Yes No Unsure/I don't know

5.70% 

5.70% 

62.90% 

11.40% 

20% 

Who was the person who had 
unwanted sexual contact with you? 

A stranger

Someone you had seen but not talked to

An aquaintance, friend of a friend, or someone you just met

A current or ex friend/roommate

A current or ex dating partner or spouse



Re-victimization rates: 44.8% 

55.10% 

26.50% 

12.20% 

6.10% 

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

1 Incident 2 Incidents 3 Incidents 5 or More Incidents

Separate Incidents in 2017-2018 School Year 



Impacts: 

As result of sexual violence incident 

 11.1% Moved; 9.4% wanted to move 

 16.7% changed class schedule; 26.7% wanted to change their class 

schedule 

 38.9% considered taking time off from school, transferring, or 

dropping out of college 

 38.9% had problems with school work or grades  

 41.7% had more problems with friends, roommates, or peers 

 25% had problems with family members 

 14.3% had problems with job, boss, or co-workers as a result 

 

 

 

 



Gender Breakdown: Shepherd vs. 

National Data 

 



Perceptions of Campus Culture 

0 

0 

0 

21 

12 

12 

10.5 

6 

6 

16.82 

7.62 

7.32 

Likelihood of Personal Bystander Behavior to Prevent 

Sexual Misconduct  

Perceptions of Student Norms: Student 

Bystander Behavior  

Perceptions of Student Norms: Student 

Misconduct  

0 18 

Personal Acceptance of Sexual 

Misconduct  

12.65 9 

These scales reflect measures 

of perceptions of the campus 

culture or student norms as 

well as the students’ own 

attitudes toward sexual 

misconduct and bystander 

intervention behaviors.  

 

Overall, students that 

participated in this survey 

believe it is likely for them to 

intervene in order to prevent 

sexual misconduct, while they 

believe it is less likely for 

others to intervene. 

Participants believe fault lies 

with perpetrators and believe 

student misconduct is slightly 

above the midpoint as an issue 

at Shepherd University. 



Likelihood of Bystander Behavior to 

Prevent Sexual Misconduct 

Bystander Behavior: The following questions assessed student intention to intervene as a 

bystander, should they witness signs of sexual misconduct. Bystander intervention is seen as one 

of the most promising intervention practices in sexual assault prevention 

90.4 
84.3 

96.1 96.5 

83.3 

9.6 
15.7 

3.9 3.5 

16.7 

0
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100

120

If your friends are
sending sexual pictures,
web pages, or messages
to someone who didn't

ask for them, how likely
are you to say something

to try and get them to
stop

If people you don't know
very well are making

unwanted sexual
comments, jokes, or

gestures, how likely are
you to say something to
try and get them to stop

If you see one of your
friends leading someone
who is obviously drunk
away to have sex with

them, how likely are you
to say or do something to

stop them?

If you suspect that one of
your friends might be in
an abusive relationship,
how likely are you to ask
them if they are being

mistreated?

If someone tells you that
they had sex with

someone who was passed
out, how likely are you to
report the incident to a
campus administrator or

police?

Very Likely/Likely Not Likely/Not at all Likely



Perceptions of Student Norms Related to 

Sexual Misconduct  

26.4 
22.8 

30.9 
26.4 

73.6 
77.2 

59.1 

73.7 
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90

It is common for
students to spread
sexual comments,

photos, or videos that
people don't want

shared

It is common for
students to call people

who are gay or lesbian a
negative name

A lot of sexual assault
happens among  when
students are unable to

provide consent
because they are

incapacitated

It is common for
students to make jokes
about sexual assault or

rape

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree

Perceptions of Campus Climate: The following questions assessed student perception of 

other students’ behaviors 



Perceptions of Student Norms Related to 

Bystander Behavior and Knowledge 

84.8 85.5 

75.8 

54 

15.1 14.5 

24.1 

45.9 
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If students see someone
trying to have unwanted

sexual contact with
someone, they will try to

stop them

Most students are
knowledgable about the

topic of SA

Many students at this
school initiate or lead
campus efforts to raise

awareness about SA

When students make
sexual comments, jokes,

or gestures, other
students stand up to them

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



Personal Acceptance of Sexual 

Misconduct 

28.7 

6.8 

18 

90.7 

10.2 

34.2 

25 

71.2 

93.1 

82 

9.3 

89.8 

65.8 

75 

0

10

20
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70

80

90

100

People get too
offendedby

sexual
comments,
jokes, or
gestures

It doesn't really
hurt anyone to
post (digitally)

sexual
comments or

photos of people
without their

consent

A person who is
sexually

assaulted while
drunk is at least

somewhat
responsible for

putting
themselves in
that position

If one of your
friends told you
that someone
had unwanted
sexual contact
with them, you

would
encourage them

to report

It is not
necessary to get
consent before

sexual activity if
you are in a

relationship with
someone

Accusations of
sexual assault
are often used

by one person as
a way to get
back at the

other

A lot of times
what people say

is rape is
actually

consensual sex
that they
regretted
afterwards

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree



Other Interesting Finds  

 Out of the respondents that did not choose to report unwanted 

sexual contact, most did not report because they did not 

perceive their incident to be serious enough to report (72.4%) 

or they did not want action taken against the offender (72.4%) 

 Only 2 respondents stated they did not know how to contact 

administrators, faculty, or staff at Shepherd University, and as 

a result did not report. 

 82.8% are aware of and understand University 

policies/procedures for handling sexual violence 

 


