
DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE 

Recruitment Corner ........... 2 

Student Recognition Day ... 2 

Community Outreach ........ 2 

The English Corner ............ 3 

Cook Off Competition ........ 4 

Ambassador Visit ............... 4 

Language Lunches ............. 4 

Voices on Campus .............. 5 

Alumni Speaker Series ....... 5 

Spring 2019 Newsletter 

Wow!  The past year has flown by! It is hard to believe that, less than a 

year ago, there was no International Student Center on our campus.  We 

are thrilled to call Gardiner Hall home and have a space to welcome our 

international students.  International Affairs now has a staff of five who 

work diligently to meet the needs of our current and incoming interna-

tional students. 

This year we were able to host several discussion panel sessions, visits 

from two ambassadors, a cook-off competition as well as a soccer tour-

nament, implement an International Student Leadership Team, and 

schedule field trips to visit ten embassies in addition to our  English 

Language classes, language lunches, and International Culture Week. 

The International Student Center has been abuzz!  I remember standing 

at the door of the student lounge in early August dreaming of the space 

being filled with students and humming with laughter and noise.  The 

first time it happened, I cried.  My dream had come to fruition.  I am 

fortunate to work with a fantastic team who continues to make dreams 

come true.  I am surrounded daily by amazing students who have 

dreams of their own, and we are assisting them to make their dreams 

come true.  It is fulfilling work.  

The hectic year makes me relish the idea of some quiet in May, but it 

won’t last long, and that’s okay!  As our students return to fill the space 

and create the noise, I know we touch the future, and that is 

good!  Wishing you all a wonderful summer! 



Throughout the Spring semester, the International Affairs Department organized trips 

to Washington, D.C. to visit numerous students’ embassies and strengthen the rela-

tionship with the different countries represented by our student population. The first 

trip took place on February 26 and was solely focused on Africa. We visited the embas-

sies of Mali, Niger, Ivory Coast, and Morocco.  The second trip was on March 28 and 

focused on Latin America and the Caribbean. We visited the embassies of El Salvador, 

Colombia, Mexico, and Barbados. Finally, the third trip was on April 24 and included 

visits to the embassies of Zimbabwe, Myanmar, and Nigeria. During those visits, we 

met several dignitaries form each embassies and we were able to strengthen our exist-

ing relations and create new partnerships. 

On April 9, International students participated in the Dinner with Strangers program 

and were hosted by community members Leah and David Rampy. During that time, 

students had the chance to meet Leah and David and share their experiences in the 

United States.  

RECRUITMENT CORNER 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Increase International Fall Applica-

tions processed by 25% by the end 

of 2018-2019 (105 students): From 

Fall 2018 until Summer 2019, we have 

100 international applications. Given that 

we are expecting more applications com-

ing in before our Fall 2019 semester be-

gins, we need five more international ap-

plications to meet up our goal. 

Increase international partnerships 

by adding two additional institu-

tional partnerships by the end of 

2018-2019: In fall 2018, an agreement 

was signed with the Embassy of Niger. In 

the similar context, pretty soon, on June 

6th, the Embassy of Benin will be signing 

an agreement with Shepherd University. 

In an effort of increasing international 

partnership, the Ambassador of Gambia 

visited Shepherd last April 2019. His Ex-

cellency, Dawda Fadera expressed the 

urge of establishing a partnership be-

tween his diplomatic institution and 

Shepherd University to bring internation-

al students to Shepherd from Gambia. 

Overall, a significant progress has been 

made since our international Admissions 

Officer/ Recruiter started last Fall 2018. 
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On April 23rd, the International Affairs department attended the 71st Student Recog-

nition Day at Shepherd University. Four international students were recognized for 

their leadership and became members of the International Student Leadership Team 

(I.S.L.T.): Valentina Preciado Bello, Henry S. Navarrete Mendéz, Abdoul Nasser Achi-

rou, and María José Acevedo.  

Moreover, three students were recognized for their outstanding performance at Shep-

herd University. Valentina Preciado Bello was recognized for being an Outstanding 

International Student in Community Service.  Henry S. Navarrete Mendéz was recog-

nized for being an Outstanding International Student in Leadership. Ja Seng Nsang 

was recognized for being an Outstanding International Student in Academics. These 

award were sponsored by the Sunrise Rotary of Martinsburg, WV and the Smoketown 

Rotary of Brunswick, MD.  

STUDENT RECOGNITION DAY 

The 3 goals for the internation-

al Admissions Officer/

Recruiter are: 

Increase international stu-

dent enrollment for the 

2018-2019 academic year 

by 7 students: We are at six 

International students as of 

Summer 2019. Three of the 

students are from Cote D’Iv-

oire, and three are from Niger. 

We are one international stu-

dent away of meeting our goal. 
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THE ENGLISH CORNER: 

INTENSIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

This spring, students in the IELP focused on research, research, research!  Be-

cause bibliographic rules- including works 

cited pages and that dreaded subject of pla-

giarism- are vastly different in other cultures, 

the students worked hard to learn, study, and 

practice finding elements of American cita-

tions and building  reference pages that would 

be acceptable in any American college course. 

Students worked with the nationally recog-

nized Shepherd University Debate and Forensics Team on their presentation 

skills, and they spent weeks learning proper research methodology.  

The students researched topics they were passionate about and presented their 

findings to family members, fellow Shepherd students, staff, and faculty. Abdoul 

Nasser Alassane presented about the child 

labor crises in The Republic of Congo; Na-

dia Diallo shared her passion for the 

French art of gastronomy; Sarah Diaby pre-

sented on the lack of diversity in the film 

industry; Audrey Assamoa worked to con-

vince her audience that societies must care 

more about animal extinction and endangerment; and Ja Seng Nsang scrutinized 

the importance of fighting human trafficking and gender inequality. Two stu-

dents, Ja Seng and Nasser, have completed the program and “graduated” from the 

IELP the last week of April. We wish them well in their future college endeavors!  

Students spent one morning reading poems and doing arts-and-crafts with sen-

iors at the Berkeley Senior Center in Martinsburg.  They also celebrated the Chi-

nese New Year together and attended a 

festive Mediterranean dinner at the home 

of Beth Rehberger. In March, students 

helped facilitate panel discussions with 

visitors of the Department of State’s In-

ternational Visitor Leadership Program. 

IELP students also travelled to Frederick 

Community College to attend a lecture given by Cristina Henríquez, author of The 

Book of Unknown Americans . Two IELP students were inducted into the brand 

new International  Student Leadership Team and were recognized  at the Student 

Recognition Day in April. 

We are very excited to roll-out a new structure to the program: for the 2019- 2020 

academic year, instruction in the IELP will be designed around themed units. The 

four skills of language learning will be taught through text sets, narratives, poems, 

letters, and nonfiction articles. Themes of focus include technology, biographies, 

social justice issues, art, history, and politics, the environment and climate 

change, English literature, and mystery/ noir. We will be piloting this new struc-

ture in the IELP summer program which starts in June.  

IELP: WHAT’S 

NEXT? 
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Looking ahead to next se-

mester: 

Partnership between 

Shepherd University and 

Jefferson Adult Learning 

Center 

Service learning collabora-

tion between Shepherd-

stown Middle School and 

IELP 

Inaugural International 

Speech and Debate Club  

Inaugural IELP student 

publication, Passages 

Hear This! Series: Interna-

tional Edition 

Furthering recruitment for 

the IELP in local high 

schools 

Helping local high schools 

establish a ‘Latino Night’ 

program for Hispanic and 

Latino students and their 

families 
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SATURDAY  

SHUTTLES 

The Saturday Shuttle pro-

gram was an initiative 

started in the Spring se-

mester 2019 and was de-

signed to provide transpor-

tation for out international 

students. Students had the 

opportunity to go shopping 

at the Hagerstown Outlets, 

at Tyson’s Corner Center 

Mall, and other shopping 

mall in the area. Moreover, 

we organized trips to 

Washington, D.C. for the 

Cherry Blossom Festival, as 

well as several other trips to 

the movie theater giving 

students the opportunity to 

do something fun outside 

of the campus. We also 

took several trips to the 

grocery stores, allowing 

students to buy groceries 

and other necessities.  

PEACE ON EARTH COOK-OFF COMPETITION 

On April 17, the International Affairs depart-

ment received the Ambassador of Gambia, 

H.E. Dawda D. Fadera. The afternoon started 

with a welcoming ceremony by Shepherd 

University’s Provost, Scott Beard. Shortly af-

ter, the Ambassador gave a presentation on 

the Cultural, Economic, and Political Aspects 

of Gambia. A reception  sponsored by the 

Ambassador followed the presentation.  

On January 30, the International 

Affairs Department and Global 

Shepherd Students organized the 

Peace on Earth Cook-Off Competi-

tion to create awareness of interna-

tional students on campus. Various 

students, faculty/staff and commu-

nity members participated in the 

event by making delicious food from 

around the globe. 13 countries were 

represented, mostly from Africa, 

Latin America, and Europe.  Local 

business owners served as judges: 

Maria Allen from Maria’s Taqueria, 

Rigo Torres from Hecho en Mexico, 

Pam Neely from the Berkeley Coun-

ty Chamber of Commerce, DJ Hahn 

from Shenandoah Valley Westmin-

ster Canterbury, and Jeffrey Ault 

from the Bavarian Inn.  

The top three dishes received cash 

prizes: Ja Seng Nsang from Myan-

mar, María José Acevedo from Cos-

ta Rica, and Nasser Achirou from 

Niger. 

LANGUAGE LEARNING LUNCHES 

AMBASSADOR OF GAMBIA 

The  International Affairs Department sponsored Language Learning Cafés 

all semester long, offering students, faculty/staff, and community members 

the opportunity to practice different languages and hold conversations with 

native speakers. Mondays were re-

served for Spanish, Tuesdays for 

Reading, Wednesday for French, and 

Thursdays for Discovery Languages.  

This semester, participants had the 

opportunity to discover two new lan-

guages: Arabic and Swedish. Arabic was taught the first six-weeks by Fadéla 

Belhaj, and Swedish was taught the second six-weeks by Eva Olsson.  
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The Multicultural Student Affairs office and the International Af-

fairs department sponsor the Voices on Campus series, which is a 

continuous series on campus that gives a voice to those who may 

otherwise not have the opportunity.  

This semester, our department hosted two of the panel discussions: 

International Students and the Global Lens on LGBTQ. The Inter-

national students voices panel focused on the struggles of interna-

tional students in the United States, as well as cultural immersion. 

The Global Lens on LGBTQ+ explored how other countries and cul-

tures around the world view LGBTQ+.  Students shared their expe-

riences abroad and the struggles they faced as LGBTQ and also the 

stereotypes they encountered.  

In April, the International Affairs 

Department sponsored a sspeak-

ers series entitled “Shepherd 

Alumni: The Value of Internation-

al Experience”. We hosted three 

alumni on campus who shared 

their experiences abroad and how 

these experiences have helped 

them succeed in their academic, 

social, and professional life.  

On Tuesday, April 14, Alumni Mi-

chael Bailey shared his experienc-

es spending two years in Senegal 

with the Peace Corps. This 

presentation was very rewarding 

and helped students see the im-

portance of travelling and study-

ing abroad. Michael Bailey cur-

rently works for U.S. Immigration 

and was recently elected to the 

town council of Walkersville, MD.  

On Thursday April 18, we wel-

comed alumna Eileen Waggoner, 

who spent a year in the UK with a 

study abroad program. During her 

presentation, Eilleen shared pic-

tures of people she had met and 

with whom she co-founded a mag-

azine named Boshemia. 

On Thursday April 25, we wel-

comed alumna Liz McCormick, 

who spent two summers in 

France. During her first summer 

abroad, she stayed in Pau, a little 

city in the south of France, taking 

French classes, During her second 

trip to France, she worked as an 

intern for the Cannes Film Festi-

val. Liz explained that her experi-

ences at the Cannes Festival has 

helped her become a better jour-

nalist and helped her develop pro-

fessionally. She currently works 

for the West Virginia Public Radio 

Station.  

VOICES ON CAMPUS 

SHEPHERD ALUMNI: THE VALUE OF INTERNA-
TIONAL EXPERIENCES 
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