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Greetings SoM Community! 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and 
safe. On March 13, as we all went about our 
classes, lessons, and rehearsals preparing 
to leave campus for spring break, most 
of us did not imagine that Friday would 
be the last day we would physically be on 
campus for the remainder of the semester. 
Like most other colleges and university 
across the country, Shepherd transitioned 
to distance learning to complete the 
remainder of the semester as the COVID-19 
crisis deepened. Our usually busy spring 
concert season was suddenly cut short and 
many of our academic touch points and 
traditions look quite different this year.

During this unprecedented time, the 
faculty of the School of Music have focused 
their intellectual and creative energies on 
developing ways to continue cultivating 
an environment in which our students can 
grow and learn in an online environment. 
As one can imagine, teaching music in 
an online environment has its challenges. 
Our wonderful applied lessons instructors 
have made use of various conferencing 
platforms to continue giving personalized 
weekly instruction to their students. Drs. 
Rachel Carlson and Robert Tudor are 
experimenting with virtual choirs, Dr. Scott 
Hippensteel holds virtual listening sessions, 
the theory teachers, Dr. Mark Cook and 
Ms. Brooke Evers, continue to record 

countless singing and listening exercises to 
hone students’ musicianship skills. We all 
continue to have regular “meetings” both in 
smaller groups and as a school.

I am most impressed with the resilience 
of our students. Through each of their 
unique situations, they remain active and 
engaged in their studies. They continue to 
grow and mature as musicians. Like their 
mentors, they direct their creativity toward 
discovering new solutions in completing 
projects and presenting their work in this 
new learning environment. Above all, they 
stay connected to their peers and faculty, 
keeping our School of Music family alive 
and well. 

Most of all, we miss making music together. 
This is typically a vibrant and busy time in 
our concert calendars, and we suddenly 
find ourselves without the ensemble 
rehearsals and public performances that 
define our work. We look forward to the 
future when we are all together again 
making beautiful music.

Thank you for being a part of our Shepherd 
music community. Whatever your role, it 
is your support that fosters the continued 
growth of a vibrant music and arts scene at 
our university. 

See you at the next concert! ¾

—Kurtis Adams, D.M.A.

From the Director
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The Shepherd University Wind 
Ensemble, under the direction of Dr. Scott 
Hippensteel, assistant professor of music, 
performed a concert titled “Celebration of 
Life,” an evening of wind band music that 
expressed various ideas about the joy of 
being alive, on Friday, February 21 in the 
Frank Center Theater.

The Wind Ensemble opened with a 
rhythmically driven “ZING!” by Scott 
McAllister, followed by “Four Scottish 
Dances” by Malcolm Arnold, a chorale 
prelude, “My Jesus! Oh What Anguish,” 
by Johan Sebastian Bach, and a new 
work titled “Twitch” by composer Nathan 
Daughtrey, featuring Shepherd University 
adjunct clarinet professor David Drosinos. 
Also on the program were “La Gitana del 
Albaicin,” a Spanish pasodoble by Pascual 
Marquina; “The Seal Lullaby,” a ballad by 
Eric Whitacre; “Colossus of Columbia,” a 
march by Russell Alexander; and a seven-
movement theme and variations on the 
hymn “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

by David Maslanka 
titled “The 
Unending Stream 
of Life.”

David Drosinos, 
a graduate of 
the Peabody 
Conservatory of 
Music, won the 
Sidney Jensen 

Memorial Award for outstanding clarinet 
performance and has been a guest artist 
at the Greek Embassy in Washington, 
D.C., and the Taj Mahal in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. Drosinos was the principal 
clarinetist and soloist with the Peabody 
Symphony Orchestra on its tour to Russia 
and a featured soloist with the Concert 
Artists of Baltimore. He has performed 
in Greece, Ireland, Moscow, Finland, the 
Bahamas, and all over the continental U.S. 
His Greek band Zephyros was featured 
at the International Clarinet Association 
annual convention in Washington, D.C.¾

News from the 
Instrumental Area

Greetings from the Shepherd University 
Choral Department of the School of 
Music! 

We hope this message finds you and 
your family in good health. This has been 
an extraordinary semester, and we are 
committed to continuing music education 
in new formats! 

The Shepherd University Chamber 
Singers, Camerata Soprano/Alto choir, 
and Ramblers choir spent the first half 
of this semester preparing for our Spring 
Choral Concert, which was scheduled for 
April 4 in the Frank Center Theater. When 
we left for our spring break, the plans 
for the remainder of the semester were 
uncertain.

The Ramblers choir was set to return to 
the stage this year after several years’ 
hiatus. Dr. Rob Tudor directed this jazz 
choir when he first came to Shepherd 
University in the early 2000s. The 
Ramblers members prepared a mixture of 
popular, music theater, and gospel songs 
for the spring concert, including Kirk 
Franklin’s “Lean on Me,” “Testify to Love” 
by Wynonna Judd, “Imagine” as recorded 
by Pentatonix, and “Gold” from Once – 
the Musical. The spring concert would 
continue with Camerata performing 
works by Orlando di Lasso, Michelle 
Roueché, Ola Gjeilo, and Anthony Trecek-
King and Chamber Singers performing 
works by Pierre Passereau, Johannes 
Brahms, Samuel Barber, and György 
Orbán. We were looking forward to 

hosting the Gov. Thomas Johnson High 
School Academy for the Fine Arts Vocal 
Ensemble, directed by Dr. Kathleen 
Taylor, as our guests. 

For the remainder of the semester, Dr. 
Tudor met online with Ramblers Choir. 
They explored the culture and history 
related to the literature and composers, 
and the tools and practices for exploring 
virtual performances. Dr. Rachel Carlson 
met Camerata and Chamber Singers 
online weekly and they sight-read and 
sang together (with their mics muted to 
avoid lag, of course)! They are working on 
creating an audio “virtual choir” of their 
repertoire for the spring concert. All three 
choirs are planning to carry forward some 
of their current repertoire for the fall 
2020 concert as well as feature student 
conductors who prepared works for the 
spring.

The Masterworks Chorale spent 
half of the semester preparing Carl 
Orff’s famous Carmina Burana for a 
performance on Saturday, April 25 in the 
Frank Center Theater. For the fall, we plan 
to present a French program featuring 
French-Baroque composer Marc-Antoine 
Charpentier’s Te Deum as well as 20th-
century composer Maurice Duruflé’s 
beautiful Requiem.

We hope you all are staying safe and 
healthy and look forward to presenting 
live concerts again in the future. ¾

—Dr. Rachel Carlson and Dr. Rob Tudor

Notes from the Choral Area
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On Thursday, January 30, in W.H. Shipley 
Recital Hall, Shepherd University’s 2019-
2020 Music Salon Series, sponsored by 
Jefferson Security Bank, continued with 
“Early Music Masterpieces” featuring 
Shepherd faculty Brooke Evers, 
soprano, and an ensemble of Baroque 
instrumentalists performing a program 
of works by Monteverdi, Buxtehude, and 
Handel. 

The ensemble includes soprano Lisa 
Dodson, violinists Elizabeth Field and 
Annie Loud, cellist Stephanie Vial, 
guitarist John Armato, and organist 
Patrick Merrill. Elizabeth Field and 
Stephanie Vial co-direct the D.C.-based 
period instrument ensemble, The Vivaldi 
Project, and share a wealth of expertise 
as performers and professors, George 
Washington University and the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, respectively, 
of historical performance practice. Annie 
Loud, an active area performer with 
the Washington Bach Consort, Opera 
Lafayette, and Washington Concert Opera, 
also serves as faculty at the National 
Cathedral School. 

A Dean’s Fellow and doctoral candidate 

Salon Series

at the Peabody Conservatory, Patrick 
Merrill teaches at George Washington 
University and was a second place winner 
in the Mae and Irving Jurow International 
Harpsichord Competition. Lisa Dodson, 
faculty member at University of Maryland-
Baltimore College as well as Hood College, 
shares her performance expertise in a set of 
Monteverdi duets. John Armato, graduate 
of the Peabody Conservatory and member 
of the Peabody Renaissance Ensemble and 
Peabody Consort, completes the ensemble. 

The program opened with a refreshingly 
beautiful cantata by Dieterich Buxtehude 
(1637-1707), followed by a set of Monteverdi 
duets from the Italian Renaissance, with a 
rousing rendition of his popular Zefiro torna. 
Returning to the Baroque era, a sonata by 
the great Baroque violinist and composer, 
Giuseppe Tartini, featured Elizabeth Field. 
The program highlight, the Handel Gloria, a 
seven-movement cantata for soprano and 
ensemble. combined challenging coloratura 
passages and typical Handelian lyricism 
to create a piece of exquisite and timeless 
beauty. 

Shepherd University music students had the 
opportunity to participate in a master class 
with Field and Vial the day before the recital. 

On Thursday, February 27 in the Frank 
Center’s W.H. Shipley Recital Hall pianist 
Lynne Mackey presented a program titled 
“International Miniatures.” 

“International Miniatures,” featuring works 
by Nicolai Medtner, Emma Lou Diemer, 
Charles Griffes, Henry Cowell, Frédéric 
Chopin, Isaac Albéniz, Maurice Ravel, 
Amy Rubin, Alexina Louie, and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff .

Pianist Lynne Mackey combines masterful 
technique with extraordinary expressiveness 
to bring a wide range of classical music to 
audiences. Most recently, she performed in 
Paris as artist-in-residence for five months at 
the Cité Internationale des Arts. Mackey was 
the first performing artist to be awarded an 
Appalachian College Association Fellowship, 
for a one-year residency at the University of 
Virginia  in the field of contemporary music. 

She has given lecture recitals in many 
venues, including the Hawaii International 
Conference on Arts and Humanities, 
and the MTNA National Conference. In 
addition to holding a doctorate degree 
from the Eastman School of Music, she 
holds a master’s degree from The Juilliard 
School, and a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Michigan. Highlights of 
her career include performances at Weill 
Recital Hall in New York City, the Banff 
Centre in Alberta, Canada, and overseas in 
Brazil, Spain, Morocco and the Netherlands. 
Mackey is also a skilled interpreter of 
contemporary music and has worked with 
many composers. Her performances of 
new works for piano include three New 
York premieres. In addition to performing, 
she is director of the Virginia Baroque 
Performance Academy, which is part of the 
Shenandoah Valley Bach Festival

Mackey also performs in the Duo Gee-
Mackey with cellist David Gee. The duo 
was formed in 2004 and performed in 
Europe, Africa and the United States. Their 
most recent tour of Spain in March of 
2019 included concerts in the Museu Pau 
Casals in Sant Salvador, the Conservatorio 
de Música in Granada, and a variety of 
venues along the Mediterranean coast of 
Andalusia. ¾

Violinist Elizabeth Field and cellist Stephanie 
Vial present a master class in January

Pianist Lynne Mackey
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Musical Showcase for Scholarships

The fourth Musical Showcase for 
Scholarships, scheduled for April 4, 
2020, was unfortunately canceled due 
to COVID-19 precautions. The evening 
promised a wonderful program 
highlighting the exceptional faculty, 
students, and alumni of the Shepherd 
University School of Music.

Funds raised at this annual event are 
used each fall for student recruitment 
and retention. With competition being 
so fierce for an ever-diminishing pool 
of potential music majors and the rising 
cost of education, we are always at risk 
of losing students to our competitors. 
The phenomenal and positive support 
we have received in the last four 
years from the Musical Showcase for 
Scholarships is essential to the School 
of Music maintaining enrollment and 

From the Recipients

Thank you. Those two words in our society 
do not always carry as much weight as they 
are worth. People throw around “thank 
you’s” out of politeness and rarely out 
of extreme, indescribable gratitude. This 
“thank you” is not one that I am saying to 
be courteous or to appear to be kind in 
character, but one that is coming from the 
depths of my being.

Without your support, I would not be able 
to attend Shepherd University without a 
significant financially based worry about 
whether I would be able to continue my 
education in the future. The School of Music 
does not only provide me with an education 
that I will cherish for the rest of my life, 

but also a community that I think of like a 
family. You have given me the opportunity 
to learn not just about music, but also 
about other people and about where I want 
my place in the community to be after I 
graduate. 

Already I have felt the effects of your 
support through my education and the 
relationships that I have made in this past 
year. Even though this was only my first 
year as a student in the School of Music, I 
have already developed close bonds with 
my professors and learned how to think 
more musically than I ever thought I could 
in a single year. I would not trade the world 
for these two personal developments. 

I consider my education and community 
that I have attained from being in the 
Shepherd University School of Music to 
be one of the most important things in my 
life. This education and the relationships 
that I have made would not be possible 
without your support. I sincerely thank 
you for helping to provide me with what I 
have been able to attain from the School of 
Music. 

Thank you, wholeheartedly, for your 
support,
Sianna King, 
B.M.E., Instrumental, B.A., Piano 
Pedagogy, 2023

reaching the projected enrollment of 120 
strategically selected music majors.

Despite these challenges, we are very 
grateful to our Hosts and Sponsors 
who still made the fundraising effort as 
success by meeting our goal and raising 
$35,872!

A Special “Thank You” to our 
Hosts and Sponsors

2020 Hosts
Marellen Johnson Aherne

Marianne and Duane Alexander
Anonymous

Marcia Brand and Mark Outhier
Gat and Susan Caperton

Alan Gibson and Scott Beard
Mary Hendrix and Chuck Craft

Jantina and Kenneth Mann
Susan Mills

Susie and GT Schramm
Jeff Stead and Ted Walton

Younis Orthodontics

2020 Sponsors
Impresario $10,000 +

Beth K. Batdorf and John S. Bresland

Virtuoso $2,500+
Liz and Chris Giese
Susan Kemnitzer

Composer $1,500+
BB&T

Anne and Roger Munro
Victoria Weagly and Polly Kuhns

Concertmaster $500+
Judith and Marc Briod

Jack and Pat Egle
Pete Hoffman and Steve O’Toole

John Pullen
Roy Winkel
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Thank you for your generous support! I am 
the youngest of four in my family and I’m 
in my second year of college. Education 
is something that my family and I value 
immensely, and I am so grateful for all who 
have supported the Shepherd School of 
Music. I’m looking forward to advancing my 
education and being back in concerts with 
all your continuous support!

Isaac Cheston 
B.M.E., Instrumental, 2022

The Music Foundation Scholarship pays 
a significant portion of my tuition here at 
Shepherd University. With that financial 
burden lifted, I am able to comfortably 
experience all of the wonderful things this 
department has to offer, which enhances 
my education greatly. I can improve myself 
both musically and academically with your 
support through this scholarship. Thank 
you so much for your continued generosity!

Sophie Palmer, 
B.M.E., Vocal, 2021

Without the Foundation scholarship I 
would not have landed in the wonderful 
community Shepherd has to offer. I have 
seen myself grow just in the short year 
I have been here. Through these tough 
times I have really seen the passion and 
dedication the faculty and students have. 
Thank you to everyone who continues to 
support Shepherd, and allows students like 
me to grow into the musician and educator 
I strive to be.

Katherine Fetting 
B.M.E., Instrumental, 2023

Natalie McGeachy, a freshman music 
education major from Winchester, 
VA, is the recipient of the William E. 
Moler Scholarship. After retiring from a 
successful career with IBM, Moler chose to 
leave his estate to the Shepherd University 
Foundation to endow the William E. 
“Ned” Moler Scholarship. Each year into 
perpetuity, Ned’s gift provides more than 
two dozen general education awards to 
deserving Shepherd students, influencing 
the lives of untold scholars who carry 

William E. Moler Scholarship

his legacy into the future. For Natalie, 
this charitable foresight has made all the 
difference. ¾

“The William E. Moler Scholarship means 
a great deal to me as it made possible the 
opportunity for me to go to college and 
pursue my dream of becoming a band 
director. I am honored to receive it.”

-Natalie McGeachy
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Shepherd School of Music B.M. Piano 
Performance major Jennifer Forbes 
presented her idea titled, Mindful 
Breathing to Increase Concentration in 
Young Musicians, at the Music Teachers 
Association (MTNA) Collegiate Chapters 
Piano Pedagogy Symposium at Ball State 
University, Muncie Indiana, January 10–11, 
2020. This meeting of collegiate chapters 
and their advisors has been instrumental 
in building bridges of research and 
communication across the country.

Key Notes This annual conference is sponsored by 
MTNA, and it combines the quality of the 
lectures of the national conferences but in 
a much smaller and intimate environment. 
It has provided young professionals 
with a platform to share ideas, intensify 
creative activity, network, strengthen 
communication, and gain the necessary 
experience in research and public 
presentation. As part of the Best Idea 
Session, Jennifer’s presentation included 
research from a preliminary study on the 
effects of brief mindfulness meditation 
exercises on the concentration levels of 

young piano students. Using a pinwheel to 
facilitate a fun and engaging deep breathing 
exercise, Jennifer’s idea succeeded in 
helping her young students concentrate 
more efficiently during weekly lessons over 
the course of four months.

Shepherd alumna Heidi Macaluso (B.A. 
piano pedagogy 2018) also participated 
in the conference as her continuous 
professional development. The two travelled 
to Indiana with their piano instructor and 
mentor Shepherd University Director of 
Keyboard Studies, Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao. ¾

In February, the School of Music mourned 
the passing of Dr. Gerald E. Zimmerman 
(1945-2020). Dr. Zimmerman served as 
associate professor of music and director 
of bands at Shepherd for thirteen years. 
Following his retirement from Shepherd, 
he continued teaching in the Frederick 
County Public Schools and with Shepherd 
University’s Lifelong Learning Program. He 
was a dedicated educator who loved all 
music and imparted his passion for the art 
form to countless students. ¾

Dr. Gerald E. Zimmerman

Did you know?
Many grant funding applications ask 
for employment statistics about our 
graduates.

To help the School of Music qualify for 
grant funding, consider letting us know 
the name of your employer.

Please update your record in the Shepherd 
University alumni database by contacting 
the Shepherd University Foundation at 
304-876-5195 or brugh@shepherd.edu.

Jennifer Forbes presents at the January MTNA Piano Pedagogy Symposium Heidi Macaluso (l.), Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao, and Jennifer Forbes
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First row (l. to r.): Hannah Nadenbausch, Michelle 
Spears, Samantha Vaughn, Kayla Starr, Andelena 
Jackson, Ilynn Brennan, Dr. Rob Tudor

Second row (l. to r.): Dr. Kurtis Adams, Samantha 
Elmer, William Miller, Abby Ayers, Jonathan 
Prematta, Jenny Forbes, Dr. Rachel Carlson

Third row (l. to r.): Dr. Scott Hippensteel, Kyle 
Colliflower, David Schaeffer, Josh Smith, John 
French Wilkins, Shenandoah Sokel, Dr. David 
Gonzol

Not pictured: Tara Foster, Caroline Hayden, 
Daniel Morris, and Emily Watson ¾

Congratulations to our 2020 
Graduating Seniors!

This spring, the Jazz at Shepherd held 
its annual jazz festival. On February 
22, Jazz hosted 11 area high school and 
middle school jazz ensembles. Each group 
performed a set on stage in the Frank 
Center and followed that with a private 
clinic session with one of the outstanding 
clinicians. This year the clinicians were 
esteemed Shepherd faculty: Dr. Mark 
Andrew Cook, Kevin Pace, and Griffith 
Kazmierczak. Each of these musicians is 

Jazz Lines

not only an accomplished performer, but 
also an amazing educator!

Thanks to our saxophone instructor, 
Jeremy Koch, several of our Shepherd jazz 
students had a chance to hear saxophonist 
Chris Potter perform with the United 
States Air Force Airmen of Note. The 
students also got a chance to meet Chris 
after the show. Undoubtedly an amazing 
experience! ¾

Community Music News

Shepherd jazz students with guest artist 
saxophonist Chris Potter

Prior to March 13, our semester was 
humming along, with more students 
taking private lessons at Shepherd from 
the community, as well as a larger string 
section in our Shepherd Community 
Orchestra, new Adult Piano Classes, 
and Early Childhood Music classes. This 
semester was Dr. David Gonzol’s last 
semester directing the Shepherd Youth 
Chorus before his retirement this May. We 
were planning our Summer Music Jazz 
and Orchestra camps and summer Early 
Childhood Music classes, but this all came 
to an end when the COVID-19 pandemic 
became our main challenge to overcome.

One of the new highlights of this 

challenging time is the ingenuity and 
dedication of our Shepherd music faculty 
and Community Music instructors who 
are able to continue teaching their applied 
lessons via Zoom or some other virtual 
instruction mechanism to keep our youth 
and adults engaged with their music 
studies.

Two of our talented Community Music 
instructors and Shepherd alumnae, Mary 
Granofsky Remsburg, and Renee Shaw 
Nutwell, have transitioned to online teach-
ing for piano and violin lessons with their 
students. They have each setup their teach-
ing studios at home to stay connected to 
their students and they continue to prac-
tice and make music with their guidance.

Looking ahead to the fall semester at 

Shepherd Community Music, string 
auditions are set for our Junior String 
Ensemble and Community Orchestra, for 
August 26. For students in 3rd through 
8th grade who enjoy singing, we will be 
offering the Shepherd Youth Chorus with a 
new director, and auditions are tentatively 
scheduled for September 2. In addition, we 
will continue to offer Adult Piano classes, 
Early Childhood Music classes, and a new 
Guitar Group Class taught by Shepherd 
alumnus and returning faculty member Dr. 
Candice Mowbray.

If you are interested in any of our class 
offerings for the fall semester, please 
contact Sherry Sykes, coordinator for the 
Shepherd University Community Music 
Program at ssykes@shepherd.edu. ¾



SCHOOL OF MUSIC8

Music students who are preparing for the 
keyboard proficiency exam now have a 
comprehensive review book co-authored 
by Dr. Scott Beard, Shepherd University 
provost and professor of music, to help 
them out. Beard and Dr. Lucy Mauro, 
associate professor at West Virginia 
University, wrote The Piano Proficiency 
Exam Review Book, which is published by 
Oxford University Press.

To augment the book, Beard created 
online videos that offer tutorials. He also 
composed several of the exercises featured 

Dr. Scott Beard Co-authors Keyboard Proficiency Exam Book

in the book, including two original solo 
pieces and arrangements of score-reading 
examples. Beard said the book includes 
musical selections that are more modern 
and inclusive, such as examples by women 
and African American composers. 

While the The Piano Proficiency Exam 
Review Book is geared primarily toward 
students preparing to take the keyboard 
proficiency exam, Beard said it would also 
be useful in a classroom setting, teaching 
groups, solo lessons, or to prospective 
college music students. The book includes 

some information on the anatomy of the 
piano and a musical glossary and covers 
everything from basic techniques, like 
how to sit at the piano, to the foundations 
of piano playing.

“I think the thing that really sets this 
apart is that we have practice exams, a 
rubric for grading those exams, and a 
companion website where I have tutorials 
on the various aspects of the book,” 
Beard said. “We were really fortunate to 
shoot those here at Shepherd in the Frank 
Center W.H. Shipley Recital Hall.” ¾

In collaboration with Shepherd University’s 
School of Music, the Contemporary 
American Theater Festival announces 
the student winners of an exciting, 
creative effort to honor the Festival’s 30th 
anniversary season. Students from the 
school’s theory and composition program 
were invited to envision a musical fanfare to 
celebrate the professional theater’s vibrant 
history and future.

Fourth-year music composition major 
Andelena Jackson is the winner of the 
fanfare competition, and music education 
and music composition major Daniel 
Morris is the runner-up. Both students will 
receive cash awards.

“The fanfare is a wonderful way to honor 
the relationship between CATF and 
Shepherd University. The collaboration 
speaks to the synergy that exists between 
the organizations,” CATF trustee and 
anniversary committee co-chair Susan Mills 
said.

Student News Shepherd University judges Dr. Scott 
Beard, Dr. Mark Andrew Cook, and Dr. 
Kurtis Adams, along with CATF Associate 
Producing Director Peggy McKowen echo 
Mills’s sentiments and emphasize the 
significance of this collaboration.

Jackson, a Hagerstown native, has faint 
memories of plunking out short melodies 
on her mother’s piano. In high school, she 
set her sights on becoming a composer. 
She confessed her composition process 
depends on her mood. “Some days I’ll put 
it all down on the page at once and then 
others I add musical elements one at a 
time.”

For this arrangement, Jackson reimagined 
a typical fanfare to include modes and keys 
she doesn’t often have the opportunity 
to use. This musical creativity mirrors the 
festival’s innovative nature. 

Jackson also composed original music 
for the Department of Contemporary 
Art and Theater’s recent production of 
Orlando. “I’d never done anything like that 
before… it was certainly a valuable learning 

experience.”

Runner-up Daniel Morris looked to Russian 
composer Dmitri Shostakovich to write his 
fanfare. “I start by thinking about the story 
I want to tell with the music.” Passion for 
storytelling is another hallmark value of the 
festival. In both of their creative processes, 
Jackson and Morris demonstrate ideals that 
parallel CATF values.

In response to COVID-19, the 
Contemporary American Theater Festival 
rescheduled the upcoming season. Plays 
originally slated for July of 2020 will be 
produced next summer. Jackson’s fanfare 
will be performed as part of the theater’s 
opening night celebration in 2021.¾

Awarded Masterworks Chorale 
scholarships to help defray the cost of 
further musical education in a summer 
program, musical enrichment in music 
studies, or in a graduate school program, 
were Arden Cline, Julia Stonesifer and 
Chase Turner. ¾
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Congratulations to Brooke Evers (l.) for 
receiving a Regional Independent Artist 
Award from the Maryland State Arts 
Council. Each year, MSAC recognizes the 
outstanding artistic achievements of artists 
from across Maryland. These awards honor 
artists, showcasing their importance to the 
cultural fabric of the state, supporting their 
creative potential, and strengthening their 
impact on the local level. ¾

Faculty News

Jason Solounias (B.A., Performance, 2009) 
performed in his hometown of Havre de 
Grace, MD, at the Cultural Center at the 
Opera House. He received his M.M. in 2011 
and D.M.A. in 2017 from Catholic University, 
and is a faculty member of the Levine School 
of Music in Washington, D.C., and Opal Music 
Studio in Alexandria, VA.

Robbie Wancowicz, (B.A., Composition, 
2013) U.S. Army Specialist 4, is the pianist 
for the U.S. Army Band Jazz Ensemble/
Combo at Fort Stewart, Georgia. He recently 
passed his E-5 Boards and will attend the 
Basic Leadership Course, preliminary to 
promotion, and deploying to Germany. ¾

Alumni Notes

A select group of student musicians and 
ensembles from Shepherd University 
performed at the Washington County 
Museum of Arts in Hagerstown, MD, on 
March 1, 2020. 

The students performing in the recital 
were selected and nominated from the 
numerous recitals, juries, and other 
performances at Shepherd each year. 

The selected performers were John 

The Shepherd University Honors Recital

Wilkins (Frederick, MD), Catherine 
Dyer, (Harpers Ferry, WV), John Miner 
(Boonsboro, MD), Korinne Myers 
(Martinsburg, WV), Shenandoah Sokel 
(Harpers Ferry, WV), Jerel Parker 
(Martinsburg, WV), Jennifer Forbes 
(Purcellville, VA), Isaac Vila (Kearneysville, 
WV), and saxophone quartet—Brian 
Berdan (Derwood, MD), Isaac Cheston, 
(Walkersville, MD), Catherine Dyer 

(Harpers Ferry, WV), and Spencer Viccellio 
(Hedgesville, WV). Accompanist for the 
recital was Shepherd School of Music 
faculty pianist Dr. Julianna Hayward.

Established in 2000 by Dr. Scott Beard, 
provost and professor of music, the first 
recital took place as part of the Reynolds 
Hall Recital series. The Honors Recital is an 
additional performance opportunity for 
students to showcase their talents.¾
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For music education majors, there is one 
class that all know will not be easy and that 
is MUSC 326 – General Music Pedagogy 
and 21st Century Technology with Dr. David 
Gonzol. They know there will be plenty of 
work to keep them busy and a standard so 
high, they practically need a rocket to get 
there! This semester will be Dr. Gonzol’s 
final semester at Shepherd as we wish him 
happiness and a well-deserved retirement.

In his time at Shepherd, Dr. Gonzol has 
overseen one of the finest music education 
programs in the region. “He is passionate 
about his work, but he is also passionate 
about people” says Allyson (Bayer) Rivera. 
This is reflected in the hours of meticulous 
work that Dr. Gonzol puts into each course 
he teaches and each student teacher he 
oversees. His guidance has shaped many of 
the music educators of our region.

Alumna Rebecca Karos relates a story from 
Dr. Gonzol’s first year at Shepherd:

“I had Dr. Gonzol during his first semester 
at Shepherd and I remember on our last 
class of the fall semester, he read us the 

book Snow by Uri Shulevitz accompanied 
by “Waltz of the Snowflakes” from the 
Nutcracker and made vegetable soup. It 
was such a magical moment and I still read 
that book along with the “Waltz” every year 
to my kindergarten students and hope to 
create the same magical moment for them 
that I experienced.”

I have learned many valuable lessons from 
Dr. Gonzol myself over the years from how 
to craft a highly detailed syllabus to how to 
listen deeply to both music and people. The 
memory I will always have of Dr. Gonzol is 
a (very) quick ride to Dulles International 
Airport following my interview at Shepherd. 
After a long and nerve-wracking interview 
day, I learn Dr. Gonzol will be driving me to 
the airport. We walk out of the Frank Center 
on a bright March day and he directs me 
to a red convertible sports car. Imagine my 
surprise…. I think to myself, “well this should 
be interesting.” After donning his driving 
gloves, we were off…like a rocket! I recall 
winding our way, quite quickly, through the 
country roads to Dulles all the while talking 
about subjects ranging from educational 

philosophy to the history of rock and roll. 
Needless to say, I was not the slightest bit 
late for my flight. It was a short ride in a 
fast machine.

From all of the faculty, staff, alumni, and 
students, we will miss you and always 
value all that you gave to us over the years. 
Thanks for everything you’ve done. And 
thanks for the ride. ¾

 —Kurtis Adams, D.M.A. 
Director, School of Music


