
Creating Accessible Courses

With more courses delivered on the web, it is important for instructors to

create accessible content for all students.  Shepherd University is

committed to providing access to quality course content regardless of

disability status.  

Shepherd is increasing and expanding its use of technology to deliver

courses in the online space. These online programs and individual courses

whether they are synchronous, asynchronous, or hybrid must be

accessible to every student.

According to the National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES) 19% of

undergraduate students and 12% of graduate students nationwide

reported having a disability during the 2015-2016 school year.  At

Shepherd these statistics equate to approximately 600 students who could

report living with a disability.  Therefore, it is important to design courses

with a variety of needs in mind. Creating accessible content for our

students not only levels the playing field, but improves the course for all

learners regardless of disability status.

What is Accessibility?

According to the website W3C,  accessibility means that websites,

courses, materials, tools, and technologies can be used by people with

disabilities without barriers.  Online courses and materials that are

accessible allow all learners to fully perceive, understand, navigate,

contribute, interact with the content.
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It's the Law
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Alternative Text– Add it to provide textual descriptions for
photos and graphics.  
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Contrast– Ensure a strong color contrast between foreground
and background on every document, slide, and web page.2

Headings –Structure your document using paragraph styles (for
documents) or heading tags (for web pages).
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Links– Use descriptive labels for links instead of using long URLs4

All state and local government agencies including Shepherd University, are

bound by the American with Disabilities Act.  Accessible design supports

inclusivity, improves usability for all,  and reduces institutional risk.

Start with 7 Core Skills

Lists– Use lists when possible to avoid walls of text.  Lists
increase engagement.
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Tables– ccessible tables are simple, rather than complex, have
an identified header row, and include a table summary, either as
a caption or as alt text.
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Captions/Transcripts–Videos should include accurate captions
and audio descriptions. Audio-only content should include an
accurate transcript. When sharing audio and video recordings,
don't use auto-play.
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