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The Fall semester has come to an end, and the interna-

tional students have worked hard and persevered to 

make it happen under these unusual circumstances. I am 

so proud of the resilience of our international stu-

dents.  Some returned to their home countries, others 

went to stay with family members in the US, and some 

remained on campus.  Although COVID19 has halted life 

as we normally know it, we were able to successfully 

wrap up this semester with an increase in international 

students and create virtual events and programming for 

Shepherd University Students and the Community.  

The 2020-21 academic year began with sixty-four international students enrolled.  This 

number is up from just twenty-eight international students in the fall of 2017.  We 

have students representing over thirty different countries and more than forty of our 

students are on visas to study in the United States. Our international recruiter, Mr. 

Siriki Diabate, is working diligently to create partnerships that will increase these num-

bers for the Spring semester. 

                   Dr. Lois A. Jarman 

The Director’s Corner 



 

This semester, the international affairs department welcomed Madi Welder and Nas-

ser Achirou as graduate assistants. They are both working diligently with us to create 

multiple partnerships, as well as branding and marketing for the department.  

Madi Welder is the Graduate Assistant for International Partnerships. He graduated 

from Shepherd with a Regents Bachelor of Arts and is currently enrolled in the CSDA 

graduate program. His passions include advocating and educating others on equity 

and inclusivity.  

Nasser Achirou is the Graduate Assistant for International Programming. He has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer engineering and is currently working on a Master’s 

degree in Business Administration at Shepherd University. 

New Graduate Assistants 

-20s where international students 

are still waiting to schedule an F1 

visa interview. Since the COVID-19 

outbreak, U.S consulates around 

the world have closed their offices. 

There has not been any F1 visa in-

terviews scheduled, the good news 

is that we have been hearing from 

students that some U.S Consulates 

should be opening soon. Our hope 

is that in the summer or fall 2021 , 

we will be welcoming new interna-

tional students that have yet to go 

for their visa appointments once 

U.S consulates definitely open up 

offices.  

 

               Mr. Siriki Diabate  

As of the fall 2020 semester, 

we have 64 international stu-

dents. For the coming spring 

2021 semester, we should be 

having an increase of 10% in 

recruitment. We should be 

expecting 10 to 15 additional 

international students for the 

spring semester. Additionally, 

we have issued more than 40 I
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Nasser Achirou 
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The Recruiting Corner 

 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List Recipients 

Olamide Adegbamide 

Audrey Assamoa 

Samon Bhatta 

Laura Castro-Vargas 

Abdelrahman Elmasry 

Jean-Emmanuel Kouadio 

Larissa Mendy 

 

Frank Santiago-Cabrera 

Valentina Preciado-Bello 

Viet T. Nguyen 

Samuel Sloboda 

Pustak Sunuwar 

Trinh Tran 

Anulika Umunnah 

Fall 2020 Graduates 

Congratulations to our 

Taiwanese student Yu 

Hsin Hoang for com-

pleting the RN to BSN 

program and moving on 

to new adventures. 

Madi Welder 



The idea behind Building Community           

Ambassadors with Embassy Partners is about 

giving the opportunity to our international 

student students to chat with representatives 

of the Embassies of their home. These 

meeting are done through Zoom. The virtual 

chat is      focused on students’ experiences at 

Shepherd University, their goals after program 

completion, and the support of Shepherd 

community. Students introduced themselves 

and spoke about their majors, grade levels 

and their  feelings of safety and being        

welcome at Shepherd University. Visits this 

fall were with the embassies of Cote D’Ivoire, 

Mali, and Gambia. 

For the first zoom virtual Embassy chat in   

September 2020, we have invited Mr. Paul 

Koffi, Education advisor to the Ivory Coast 

Ambassador in Washington D.C. Students 

were able to talk about their future plans after 

graduation. For example, Audrey said, she 

would like to be an accountant in a big firm.  

Community members Glenn and                     

Debbie Gravatt also were in attendance. Glenn 

and Debbie are Audrey’s host family members. 

Mr. Koffi expressed his appreciation that Ivorian 

international students are doing well academi-

cally and that they also feel a sense of belong-

ing here at Shepherd University. 

Our next virtual embassy chat was in October 

with the Ambassador of the Republic of Mali, 

His Excellency, Mahamadou Nimaga. We had a 

fruitful exchange with his staff and our Malian 

student, Kady Sanogo. The Ambassador was 

really impressed by Kady’s academic achieve-

ments .  

By the same token, we had our third virtual 

Embassy chat with the Ambassador of the Re-

public of Gambia, His Excellency, Dawda      

Fadera. He was impressed about what 

Fatoumatta Conteh, our Gambian student, 

had to say about her experiences at Shep-

herd University.  

In a nutshell, this platform of virtual Embas-

sy Chats has created a dynamic with our 

embassy partners. The Office of Internation-

al Affairs plans to continue the chats in 

spring semester. The first virtual chat with 

the Embassy of the Republic of Benin in the 

month of January 2021. 

Building Relationships with our Embassy Partners 
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International Affairs Logo designed by Madi Welder, Graduate Assistant for International Partnerships 



The International Affairs Office began 

a partnership with the Nigerian Com-

munity of Frederick, Maryland.  Our 

Nigerian students met via Zoom with 

members of this non-profit organiza-

tion.  During the meeting, students 

discussed challenges they face in the 

United States and possibilities for in-

ternships and mentoring opportunities 

with the group’s members in the fu-

ture.  

We also discussed the water project 

led by our graduate assistant, Nasser 

Achirou. Nasser is working very closely 

with a Nigerian Painter, Oniybor Col-

lins, who painted a portrait of a little 

girl’s reaction when her mother 

splashed her with water after a very 

hot day in a village in Nigeria. The goal 

of this project is to bring awareness of 

water scarcity in Africa and global 

warming. Nasser is hoping raise mo-

ney to build a well in this village in 

Nigeria. 

We are looking forward to face-to-

face events when COVID restrictions 

are lifted. 

 

 

 

This semester, due to COVID19 restrictions, Drs Jarman and Wendle started a YouTube platform to address 

different topics brought up by our international student population. Some of the topics covered were social 

justice and academia in other countries. There were also chats about Hispanic Heritage Month, Diwali, and 

the Moon Festival. The purpose of these cultural chats was to educate the Shepherd campus and community 

about different issues our students are facing, as well as getting to know each of the cultures and traditions 

shared by the students. To view these videos, follow us on YouTube at International Shepherd. 

 

Partnership with the Nigerian Community of Frederick, MD 

darkness and good over evil. If you 

want to greet someone who is cele-

brating you can say "happy Diwali" or 

"saal mubarak" which means "Happy 

New Year.” People will also decorate 

with rangolis, intricate patterns made 

from colored powder, rice or flowers, 

on the floor of their homes. Food is 

also a major part of the holiday, with 

traditional sweets and savory items 

eaten.  

Rangoli artwork was created by stu-

dents and culture walks were led by 

members of Phi Beta Del-

ta.  Everyone learned about this 

wonderful celebration in India and 

Nepal. 

In addition to Diwali/Tihar, other 

holiday traditions were virtually 

feted.  Students celebrated Hispan-

ic Heritage Month, the Taiwan 

Moon Festival in early October, 

Nigerian Independence Day, and Dia 

de los Muertos. 

The Global Shepherd Students or-

ganization collaborated with the 

Multi-Cultural Leadership team and 

members of Phi Beta Delta to cele-

brate Diwali/Tifar. Diwali/Tifar is 

the Festival of Lights which symbol-

izes the spiritual "victory of light 

over darkness, good over evil, and 

knowledge over ignorance. 

The celebration lasts five days, dur-

ing which candles, firecrackers and 

clay lamps, known as diyas, are lit 

to signify the triumph of light over 
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Holidays Celebration 

Cultural Coffee Chats 


