ABOUT SHEPHERD
Established in 1871, Shepherd University is a public liberal arts university offering
more than 90 programs of study to the residents of West Virginia, Maryland, Virginia,
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania. Set on a 323-acre campus perched high above
the Potomac River, Shepherd provides the 3,160 student population a personal touch
with a 14:1 student to faculty ratio and an average class size of 20.
Located only 90 minutes from Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, the university offers
a wide variety of internship and job opportunities in local entrepreneurial initiatives
as well as in national and international industries. Shepherd’s safe and convenient
location opens a world of vibrant cultural and educational possibilities to students.
The university fields 16 NCAA Division II athletic teams and offers more than 100
clubs and organizations, many with a strong emphasis on student community service.
Shepherd University is a military friendly campus and is a proud partner in the U.S.
Department of Veteran Affairs Yellow Ribbon Program.
Along with many career, study abroad, and honors opportunities, Shepherd is also the
home to the Contemporary American Theater Festival, the George Tyler Moore Center
for the Study of the Civil War, the Center for Regional Innovation, Bonnie and Bill
Stubblefield Institute for Civil Political Communications, and the Robert C. Byrd Center
for Congressional History and Education.
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On behalf of Shepherd University, we welcome you to the 2021 Exhibition of
Undergraduate Research and Creative Endeavors.
At Shepherd, our undergraduate students are engaged in a variety of research and
creative projects, developing original work within their fields of study. Individual
departments often host events to highlight student work within a single discipline,
often as part of a capstone experience.
This exhibition serves as a showcase of student research and creative efforts across
numerous disciplines on the campus. The students hosted at this virtual exhibition
have been selected by our departments and programs to present their work to you.
This event has been designed to foster interplay between multiple specializations
as visitors and presenters come to appreciate the interconnections between
disciplines. We also wish to recognize and celebrate the continued commitment of
our undergraduate scholars. Their perseverance and academic commitment during
this challenging time is noteworthy and deserving of recognition.
Thank you for attending the 2021 Shepherd University Exhibition of Research and
Creative Endeavors in support of our students!
Dr. Jason Best
Assistant Provost for Distance Education and Strategic Research Initiatives
Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics and Observatory Director

EXHIBITION TOPICS
BIOLOGY
¡ “Colorful Turtles Lack a Preference for Plants that Maintain Stripe and Spot Color”
by Logan Rothstein and Dominik Webster
¡ “Shell Disease and Carotenoid-based Color Expression in Painted Turtles
(Chrysemys picta)”
by Dominik Webster and Logan Rothstein
COMPUTER SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, AND ENGINEERING
¡ “RNA Sequence Classification with Deep Learning”
by John Little and Keagen Thomson
ENGLISH AND MODERN LANGUAGES
¡ “Fantastic Creatures and Where to Find Them: The Animals of Emily Dickinson Vol. II”
by Frank Santiago-Cabrera
¡ “Philip Larkin: Selfish Man vs Selfless Nature”
by Sarah Seibert
¡ “Stuck Behind Dublin’s Window”
by Madison Sites

“Undergraduate research:
an inquiry or investigation
conducted by an
undergraduate student that
makes an original intellectual
or creative contribution
to the discipline.
Undergraduate research—a
term that encompasses
scholarship and creative
activity—is recognized as
a high-impact educational
practice that has the ability
to capture student interest
and create enthusiasm for
and engagement in an area
of study.”
—The Council on
Undergraduate Research

