
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Director’s Corner 
 

Director’s Corner 

What a year, and we are still moving forward and accomplishing 

our goals and objectives.  Our students are awesome, determined 

individuals that know the meaning of resiliency and being able to adapt to 

the conditions to make them work for you.  We had to sometimes 

improvise and it still worked out. 

I am pleased to announce that on September 1, 2020 we began our 

third, five-year cycle of the Shepherd University TRIO Student Support 

Services program.  Time goes by quickly when you enjoy what you are 

doing.  Our 2019-2020 program statistics were as follows: we served 

(167), 101% of the students we were funded to serve, our persistence rate was 86%, our students 

in good academic standing rate was 93%, and our graduation rate was 58%.  Half of that year was 

during the beginning of the COVID 19 Pandemic.  

On April 22, 2021, we hosted our TRIO Graduate Celebration.  Thirty-seven TRIO students 

graduated this year.  Brian Crutchley received a plaque for the highest grade point average, and 

Tania Hernandez received a plaque for the most active TRIO student.  Dr. Howard-Bostic was our 

keynote speaker. 

We partnered with Rachael Meads in Student Affairs to sponsor a Shepherd University 

Student Leadership Conference.  The speaker was Tom Krieglstein with Swift Kick.  There were 

over 90 students in attendance.  We offered Yoga activities to help students, faculty, staff and 

community members ease some of the stress we were experiencing.  The Yoga instructor was our 

very own Wendy Baracka in health services.  

Thank you very much to everyone that helped TRIO SSS accomplish our goals and for 

extending a helping hand when we needed it.  When we work together, great things happen. 

#TRIO Works!      
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The Dr. Anne Crum award is given to a student who demonstrates promise 
and who has a great deal of potential. TRIO/SSS student Austin Carr was 
presented with this award at the WV TRIO Student Leadership Conference 
held virtually on March 12th through March 14th. This award included a 
certificate and a one-hundred dollar scholarship. 

Austin Carr is a sophomore majoring in Political Science. Austin is very 
active in the TRIO/SSS program in a number of different ways. Austin stays 
in frequent contact with his TRIO Advisor and regularly participates in 
TRIO events. He also served as a TRIO Peer Mentor for Fall 2020.  

Austin was previously involved with the TRIO Upward Bound program at 
Shepherd University during his time in high school at Musselman High 
School.  

 

 

 

TRIO/SSS student Emily Walker has won the 2021 WV TRIO and 
MEAEOPP Scholarships for the second year in a row. The WV TRIO 
scholarship is awarded to 2 high school students and 2 college 
students who are active in a TRIO program in WV. The MEAEOPP is 
awarded to outstanding TRIO students in West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware and the District of 
Columbia. Applicants are evaluated on academic performance, 
school/campus involvement, and community involvement in 
service or work opportunities.  

Emily is a senior majoring in Secondary Education- Physical 
Education and will be graduating in December 2021. Emily is very 
active on and off campus. Emily is the President of multiple student 
organizations on campus while also volunteering in the community. 
During this academic year, Emily served as the Social Media 
Coordinator for TRIO/SSS creating and managing the Instagram 
account. She also served as a TRIO Peer Mentor. 

TRIO/SSS Student Emily Walker Wins 
2021 WV TRIO & MEAEOPP Scholarships for 

Second Year in a Row 
 

Austin Carr Receives Dr. Anne Crum 
Director’s Award 2021 

 



 

 

 

Mahayana Garcia Named Royal Ram at Shepherd 
University Homecoming 2020 

 

 

In the Fall 2020, Mahayana Garcia won the Royal Ram by peer 
led votes. The Royal Ram is a Shepherd honor awarded to a 
student during the annual Homecoming celebration. Mahayana 
Garcia is a junior Environment Science major and Biology 
minor. Maya has a spirit and passion for involvement. She 
serves as the Environmental Science Club president, is a 
member of the Multicultural Leadership Team (MLT), and is a 
member of the cross country team. 
 
As Environmental Science Club president she led the charge 
that founded a garden for club members to go to on Shepherd’s 
campus. Maya is also a leader among her peers. In the late Fall 
of 2019, Maya was accepted to the School for Field Studies 
(SFS) Cambodia Summer 2020 program. Unfortunately, due to 

the pandemic this was cancelled. 
 
These actions, opportunities, and accomplishments showcase just how hard Shepherd TRIO 
students work. Maya hopes to one-day work with animals and travel the world giving back to 
environments and communities. Shepherd’s campus will continue to benefit from Maya’s success! 

 

TRIO/SSS Student- Nicholas Wissinger Named 2021 
McMurran Scholar 

 
The McMurran Scholar Award, the highest academic honor granted 
by Shepherd University, was conceived in 1961 by Professor 
Kenneth Riley who served on the first Honors Committee along 
with Librarian John Maine and Dean of Students O.L. Harry. 
McMurran Scholars must complete a minimum of 90 semester 
hours, maintain at least a 3.86 grade point average, complete two 
consecutive semesters of study at Shepherd, and be nominated by 
at least three faculty members. Nominees must then be approved 
by the faculty at large. TRIO/SSS is proud to say we had a student 
recognized this year- Congratulations to Nicholas Wissinger!  

 

https://media.suweb.site/2015/06/seal.jpg?v=1549362101


 

 

 

TRIO/SSS Students Spotlighted by the Shepherd 
University Foundation 

 

Laura Castro-Vargas- Recipient of the Thomas T. and Margaret S. Dunn 
Scholarship  
 
Laura will be a December 2021 graduate, majoring in Spanish. Designated as a general academic award, 
this endowed fund was established by the estate of Margaret Dunn to give back to the community by 
providing opportunities to Martinsburg High School students to receive a quality education. Laura is very 
grateful and honored to receiving this award. Laura explained, “I cannot wait to begin my dream job after 
all the hard work I’ve done!” 
 

 

Richard Robinson III- Recipient of Several Athletic Scholarships  
 
Richard Robinson III graduated with a Business Administration degree in December 2020. Ricky was not 
only is a scholar but he also was an athlete. Ricky was a defensive lineman on the Shepherd University 
Football Team. Ricky received several athletic scholarships, which included the James and Katherine 
Moler Scholarship, the Gregg Warfield Memorial Scholarship, and the Lingenfelter Scholarship. Ricky 
stated, “It means a lot to me as a student athlete to have received theses scholarships. It takes a lot of effort 
to be successful both in the classroom and on the field.” 
 

 

Tania Hernandez- Recipient of the Mary Elizabeth Lewis Memorial 
Scholarship 
 
Tania Hernandez, a Shepherdstown resident, graduated with a Computer Science degree in December 
2020.  Donald and Alice Lewis established this scholarship in memory of their daughter, Mary Beth, who 
also studied computer science at Shepherd. Their wish in creating the scholarship was that it would assist 
deserving Shepherd students who share the same passions that their daughter did. 
 

 

Kylie Riggleman- Recipient of Four Academic Scholarships 
 
Kylie Riggleman, a Moorefield, WV resident, graduated with a nursing degree in December 2020. She 
received 4 different scholarships from the University. They included the Allegheny Power Scholarship, the 
City National Bank Scholarship, the John W. Headlee Memorial Scholarship, and the William E (Ned) Moler 
Scholarship.  “I feel grateful and blessed to have received these scholarships,” said Kylie, adding, “My hard 
work throughout college has provided me with these scholarship opportunities so that I could continue 
my studies at Shepherd University.” After graduation, Kylie moved to Alabama and began her Nursing 
career there. 

 

 



 

 

 

TRIO/SSS Events Went Virtual During the 
Pandemic 

 
This year, TRIO/SSS events looked a little different than other years. As a result of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing guidelines, most TRIO/SSS events 
were conducted virtually. Below are just a couple examples!  

 
Virtual Pottery Painting 

 
Students participated in a virtual pottery 
painting event on April 1st from 4-6pm. This 
event was hosted over zoom and allowed 
students to explore their creative side while 
talking about stress management and relaxation 
techniques. 
 
Kits were purchased from Pottery by Me, and 
More who also glazed and fired the painted 
tumblers. TRIO/SSS hopes to host another in-
person paint event in the Fall 2021 semester! 

 

 
Virtual Yoga Sessions 

 
While in the middle of a pandemic, we as a community were able to come together and 
defeat anxiety and stress, thanks to Wendy Baracka, Director of Counseling Services. 
Wendy put together a special series of meditations, stretches, and exercises to help us to 
overcome these obstacles, as well as helping us to become as one with our bodies. These 
sessions were open to all faculty, staff, students and community members. These sessions 
were made possible by a partnership between TRIO Programs, the Office of Diversity & 
Equity and Counseling Services.  
 
 

 

   



 

 

 
First-Generation Student Celebration 

In the fall, TRIO participated in the 2020 First-Generation College Celebration. This weeklong 
celebration highlighted the important group of students on Shepherd’s campus. Throughout 
campus, famous first-generation students, Michelle Obama to Albert Einstein, could be found 
hanging in academic buildings.  

Individual profiles of students whom shared their unique experiences being a first generation 
student were and are displayed on the TRIO Student Support Services website. The student 
stories exemplified impressive resilience and passion toward their college-going experience.  

TRIO partnered with the Scarborough Library to collect and display resources written by authors 
that were, themselves, first-generation students. The physical display provides an opportunity for 
faculty, staff, and students to check out and learn more about first-generation students. This 
display is still available on the first floor of the library and resources can be found on the 
Scarborough Library website. The weeklong celebration concluded with a student panel where 
another opportunity was made for students, faculty, and staff to listen, learn, and celebrate the 
stories that the student panel shared regarding being a first generation student. All of the TRIO 
staff identify as first-generation students and share the importance of what that means for degree 
attainment.  

Please check out our website to view the student stories and stop by the first-generation display 
on the first floor of the library for more resources. 

TRIO/SSS Student Tobey Spates Named Outstanding 
Junior in Criminal Justice 

 

Tobey Spates is majoring in sociology with a criminal justice 
concentration and a minor in psychology. He exemplifies 
academic excellence while involving himself as a student 
advocate for diverse populations on campus. Tobey has been a 
RA for two years and commits himself to promoting 
community and educating students about difference. He 
founded Shepherd’s Disability Advocacy Group (DAG) in 2019. 
He is actively involved with Alternative Spring Break (ASB). In 
his final year at Shepherd, Tobey plans to extend his education 
about accessibility and accommodations to advocate for 
students with exceptionalities. Upon graduation, he plans to 
seek employment as an expert in arson or medico-legal death 
investigation.  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

     

4.0 GPA-Spring 2021 

MJ Acevedo-Cabrera 
Brittney Brossart 
Laura Castro-Vargas 
Sonia Chavez 
Kendall Costner 
Madison Cover 
 

Kevin Dodson 
Sarah Flesher 
Brandon Hagen 
Sherene Jackson 
Nikolas Molin 
Andrew Moseman 
 

Ja Seng Nsang 
Rebecca Strunk 
Lina Thibodeaux 
Diana Villalobos 
Emily Walker 

 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 

 

Dean’s List-Spring 2021 
 

MJ Acevedo-Cabrera 
Bridgette Aguilar-
Dishman 
Emily Baker 
McKenzie Copeland 
Dalton Dodson 
Mahayana Garcia 
Griffin Haines 
Bianca Ison 

Sherene Jackson 
Kambria Kosanic 
Elizabeth Langenstein 
Michelle Lemus 
Valerie Martinez Ramos 
Maranda Robinson 
Marissa Robinson 
Rebecca Strunk 
Elmar Talbot 

Kayla Valentine 
Diana Villalobos 
Emily Walker 
Zachary White 
Nicholas Wissinger  
Amari Wooden 
Krystalyn Yeakley 
 
 

     

 

    



 

 

Congratulations to our TRIO/SSS 
2020-2021 Graduates!

  
December 2020 
John-Paul Bronzi 
Brian Crutchley 

Isaiah Hall 
Tania Hernandez 

Emily Link 
Zoe Nicewander 
Jasmin Orellana 
Kylie Riggleman 

Richard Robinson III 
Allyson Spinks 
Jatalia Wilson 

 
August 2021 

Zachary Dodson 
Benjamin Homan 
Jacob Klepp-Egge 

Robert Mort 
 

 

May 2021 
Maria Jose Acevedo-Cabrera 
Bridgette Aguilar-Dishman 

Brittney Brossart 
Jamie Crosser 
Robert Dixon 

Dalton Dodson 
Dylan Dove 

Stephanie Gonzalez 
Alexandra Grassi 
Brandon Hagen 
Ashley Headley 

Bianca Ison 
Sherene Jackson 

Jacob Lee 
Nikolas Molin 
Matthew Reed 

Anna Samandasuk 
Matthew Smith 
Michelle Spears 
Dylen Stewart 

Diana Villalobos 
Zachary White 

Nicholas Wissinger 
Zachary Zeberlien                           

 


