7 REASONS TO PURSUE THE APPALACHIAN STUDIES
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OR MASTER’S DEGREE
Shepherd University’s Appalachian studies graduate certificate and master’s degree are innovative, flexible, and exciting for
students living and working in Appalachia. The Appalachian studies certificate is the first module of the master’s degree,
and can serve itself as a graduate “minor” for other graduate degrees. The MA in Appalachian studies prepares students for
success in business, the environment, history and literature where an understanding of the region is important.
1.

Students interested in working in education, parks and recreation, leisure industries, the environment, business
and entrepreneurship, local politics, or writing and editing will gain an understanding of the region that facilitates
success in their work.

2.

The degree has a global Appalachia component that prepares students to look both outwardly as well as inwardly,
as they explore their Celtic Roots and the surprising diversity of the region and its cultural heritage. Students who
take the optional semester of study abroad at the University of the West of Scotland (UWS) will have their required
electives waived and they will receive two master’s degrees for their work: MA in Appalachian studies at Shepherd
and master’s in creative media practice at UWS.

3.

Practical experience and service learning count toward degree credit, and credit is awarded for work in the community and in fields that enhance the well-being of the state and region.

4.

Appalchian studies courses are engaging and exciting, and faculty members are dynamic and inspiring to work with,
with all core faculty winning local and national teaching awards.

5.

Students may choose either a thesis track or a course-work track to complete their MA in Appalachian studies.

6.

A range of nationally and regionally recognized programs are connected to the Appalachian Studies degrees, including the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence and State Common Read programs, the West Virginia Fiction
Competition, the annual Anthology of Appalachian Writers, Shepherd Speaks StoryCorp Project, and Celtic Roots
and Global Appalachia programs.

7.

Students who choose this new interdisciplinary master’s degree in Appalachian studies and/or the graduate certificate, which serves as the first module of the master’s degree, gain a deeper understanding of themselves and the
region, and they make a significant contribution to the health and well-being of a new Appalachia.
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