7 REASONS TO MAJOR IN INTERDISCIPLINARY
APPALACHIAN STUDIES B.A./B.S. DEGREE
Shepherd University’s newest undergraduate degree in Appalachian studies is innovative, flexible, and exciting for students
living and working in Appalachia. The interdisciplinary degree offers majors a clear and achievable road to success and the
opportunity to understand the region in order to make a tangible contribution.
1.

The degree is interdisciplinary and flexible, geared to appealing to student strengths and interests, while preparing
them for 21st century jobs.

2.

While the BA track is suitable for moving on to graduate degrees in education, law, politics, or graduate studies, the
BS track is geared toward the practical, with no language requirement, two minors for job flexibility, and suitable
for stepping into any position that requires knowledge of the region, including fields such as leisure studies, hospitality, parks and recreation, politics, business, professional writing and editing, and the environment.

3.

The degree has a global Appalachia component that prepares students to look both outwardly as well as inwardly, as
students explore their Celtic Roots and the surprising diversity of the region and its cultural heritage. Students who
take the optional semester of study abroad in Scotland or Ireland will have their required electives waived.

4.

Practical experience and service learning counts toward degree credit, and credit is awarded for work in the community and in fields that enhance the well-being of the state and region.

5.

Appalachian studies courses are engaging and exciting, and the faculty is dynamic and inspiring to work with, with
all core faculty winners of teaching awards.

6.

A range of nationally and regionally recognized programs are connected to the interdisciplinary Appalachian studies
BA/BS degree, including the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence and State Common Read, the West Virginia Fiction Competition, the annual Anthology of Appalachian Writers, Shepherd Speaks StoryCorp Project, and
Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia programs.

7.

Students who choose the interdisciplinary Appalachian studies major gain a deeper understanding of themselves and
the region where they live, and they will go on to make a significant contribution to the health and well-being of a
new Appalachia.
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