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Appalachian studies fall 2021 courses

At Shepherd University

Center for Appalachian Studies and
Communities inaugurates new home
As our Appalachian studies programs have grown
to include a thriving MA, graduate certificate, minor, and this fall, a new interdisciplinary BA/BS in
Appalachian studies, the Center for Appalachian
Studies and Communities has been assigned a
new home in the Scarborough Library. This valuable campus real estate will facilitate the Center’s
work: telling the story of Appalachians and facilitating economic development and prosperity in
West Virginia. The Scarborough location is close
to the Center’s Appalachian collections, the West
Virginia Room, and the Robert C. Byrd Center
for Congressional History and Education. This
permanent location will also facilitate programs

including the annual “Anthology of Appalachian
Writers;” the West Virginia Fiction Competition;
local and national teacher institutes, which focus
on understanding the region and deconstructing stereotypes; the Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence project, which partners with the
West Virginia Center for the Book to select the
annual West Virginia State Common Read author; as well as any future programs. The open
house for the new home of the Center will be on
August 23 at 6:30 p.m. in the Scarborough Reading Room, and will a feature ribbon cutting event
and a reading by noted author Silas House. ¾

New Interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies
Degree offers something new for students
www.shepherd.edu/ba-bs-appalachian-studies-program

Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt
Director
Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities
Scarborough Library 209
304-876-5207
sshurbut@shepherd.edu

This fall marks the beginning of a new interdisciplinary degree at Shepherd, the BA/BS in Appalachian studies. The innovative degree offers an
original and unique program of study that is both
high-interest and flexible for students.
It on
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ative Celtic roots and global Appalachia component for students who choose to study abroad in
lieu of required electives, as well as travel abroad
components for those who do not wish to spend
a full semester abroad. Depending on their interests and career goals, students can choose one

of two tracks: a BA, which is suitable for graduate studies and humanities professions; and a BS,
which is ideal for a range of 21st century careers
in leisure studies and hospitality, science and the
environment, business and entrepreneurship, and
other fields of growth in the Appalachian region.
This degree is also ideal for students who wish to
remain in the region, contribute to their communities, and help to bring economic development to
West Virginia and an understanding of Appalachia
to people around the world. ¾

Appalachian author Silas House will read from “Southernmost” at Open House
Kentucky author Silas House will be the featured
speaker at the open house for the new home of
the Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities in Scarborough Library on August 23
at 6:30 p.m. House will read from his Weatherford Award-winning book “Southernmost” at
the open house. The 2009 Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence, House is one of the
foremost writers of Southern and Appalachian
books, films, and plays. His work and fearless
activism have made him a force in both American letters and Appalachian environmental and
social causes. The Shepherdstown Presbyterian
Church Social Justice Committee and Four Seasons Books are partners in the program, along
with the Scarborough Library and the Office of
the President of Shepherd University. ¾

Author, Silas House

New critical collection
from the Center features
Shepherd University
scholars
A major critical work in Appalachian studies from
the Center of Appalachian Studies and Communities, “Silas House: Exploring an Appalachian
Writer’s Work,” was published in June 2021 by
The University of Kentucky Press. Dr. Sylvia Bailey
Shurbutt, Center director, is editor and co-author
of the collection, which also features the writing
of Shepherd University Storyteller-in-Residence
Adam Booth, anthology editors Natalie Sypolt
and Dave Hoffman, the latter a 2005 Shepherd
graduate, former Ikenberry Award winner, and
a scholar/educator in Pensylvania. More details
about this collection and other scholars involved
in the project, including Pulitzer nominee Maurice
Manning, are available online. ¾

One Book One West Virginia: “The Patron Saint of Ugly”
Appalachian author and West Virginian Marie
Manilla’s book, “The Patron Saint of Ugly” was
chosen for the West Virginia Center for the
Book’s One Book One West Virginia program,
which selects a title each year from the body of
work by the current Shepherd University Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence (AHWIR).
In addition to being the 2021 AHWIR and the
West Virginia Common Read author, Manilla is
also the recipient of Appalachian Heritage Writer’s Award, and worked throughout this spring
and summer with the American Heritage committee on the Writer-in-Residence project on
resources and tools for teachers and book clubs.
Manilla, whose theme for the residency is “Other
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Peoples’ Shoes: Fiction and Empathy,” has been
one of the most engaged of the Heritage authors, working with the committee on scholarly
projects and selecting the winners of the West
Virginia Fiction Competition (see Page 4).
For more information about the One Book One
West Virginia program, visit their website. For
information about Manilla, September’s Heritage events, or the West Virginia Common Read
selection, see the 2021 AHWIR website. The
AHWIR project is supported by a grant from the
West Virginia Humanities Council and the West
Virginia Center for the Book.¾
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Spring/Summer 2021 newsmakers from the
Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities
Dr. Benjamin Bankhurst was awarded a $1,200 grant from the Maryland
Humanities Council to support research and student work on the
Maryland Loyalism project.
This grant affects phase II of the project, creating a digital archive for 82 loyalist men and
women from Maryland who petitioned Parliament after the Revolutionary War for financial
compensation. The records explored also include
enslaved people. This digital project is a first for
this topic and is important in understanding the
dynamics of the war and the loyalist movement.
Dr. Bankhurst (pictured left) is a member of the
history department, serves on the Appalachian
studies board, and teaches Appalachian his-

tory for the program. To learn more about the
grant and its application, visit this webpage. Dr.
Bankhurst and two Shepherd alumni were also
featured in a history podcast on May 27, 2021.
The podcast was part of conversations coming
from the Center for Digital History at the Fred W.
Smith National Library for the Study of George
Washington at Mount Vernon. Dr. Bankhurst’s
podcast specifically dealt with the digital project
and his students’ research on the Maryland Loyalists. ¾

The Center of Appalachian Studies and Communities hosted a program about Scottish travel on March 1
The event was hosted at the Byrd Center for
Congressional History and Education and
streamed online. “Highland Travels with Elinor and Sherman,” presented with humor and
charm by Elinor Ross, carried the audience back
in time on a rolicking road trip circa 1965. The
trip included the Ross’s children in tow and occurred at the end of Sherman Ross’s Fulbright
experience in Belgium in the early 1960s. Their

trip through the highlands, remembered vividly
and meticulously by Ms. Ross, parallels the 2022
Celtic Roots travel study that Shepherd students
will take following the Celtic Roots course this
past spring. Also part of the program was Catherine Irwin, who, along with Ms. Ross, helped
the Center raised funds for travel scholarships.
Ms. Ross, Ms. Irwin, and their friends and supporters were able to raise the funding for un-

dergraduate student and Appalachian studies
minor Chloe Johnson’s travel to Scotland next
spring. Graduate student Bland Campbell also
received a travel scholarship. The Celtic Roots
tour, after two postponements due to Covid, will
take place June 13-25, 2022. Click here for details about the “Highland Travels” program. To
enjoy the March 1 program itself, view it here. ¾

Rachael Meads received the top Appalachian studies teaching award,
the Stephen Fisher Award for Excellence in Teaching
The award was presented at the March 2021
Appalachian Studies Association annual conference, read more here. Meads’ courses, Appalachian culture and Appalachian music and
ethnomusicology, the latter she’ll be teaching
this fall, are noted for their intellectual rigor and
her inclusive approach to teaching and telling
the story of Appalachia. Meads will be teaching
the Appalachian music class this fall on Monday
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evenings. Noted for her expertise in the field
of Appalachian studies, Meads has been asked
to serve as an National Endowment for the
Humanities grant proposal reviewer, a highly
prestigious honor, and serve on the West Virginia Humanities Council program committee,
along with Dr. James Broomall, Director of the
George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the
Civil War. ¾
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Drs. James Broomall and Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt join forces
Drs. James Broomall (HIST) and Sylvia Bailey
Shurbutt (APST) joined forces with their two centers—George Tyler Moore Center for the Study
of the Civil War and Appalachian Studies and
Communities Center—to propose an National Endowment for the Humanities Landmarks Grant
called “Roads to Freedom, 1859-1963.” Working
together throughout December and January,
along with Madge Morningstar in the Office of
Sponsored Programs, Broomall and Shurbutt
brought their two Centers together for a team
project that would explore the long freedom
struggle from the antebellum period to the Civil Rights era in America. If funded, the proposed
grant will bring K-12 educators from varied disciplines across the country to Shepherd Unviersity

in 2022 and 2023, to experience the rich history
and cultural landscape of the Shenandoah Valley
and surrounding landmarks in Shepherdstown,
Harpers Ferry, and Sharpsburg. Using local historic sites, cultural institutions, and museums,
“Roads to Freedom” will examine the social and
cultural dimension of the contest over universal
freedom and equality. The thorny political and
social questions of the 19th and 20th centuries
will be addressed through the experiences and
perspectives of enslaved and free African Americans, United States soldiers, and local citizens
across time and place. ¾
Top left: Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt
Bottom left: Dr. James Broomall

Four Seasons Books hosted a July 18 reading from the new “Anthology
of Appalchian Writers, Dorothy Allison Volume XIII”
The collection, which features several state
poet laureates, Weatherford Award winners,
and some of the finest writers in the region,
came out in April and centers around the work
of Allison and her stories deconstructing Appalachian stereotyping. Allison was the 2020
Shepherd University Appalachian Heritage
Writer-in-Residence and state common read
author. The reading also featured local writers
Pat Donohoe, former teacher and Presbyterian
minister reading West Virginia Fiction Competition winner “Closet Wars,” and Rebecca Calloway, a Shepherd Unviersity graduate student

reading her nonfiction piece “Transforming
Trauma on the Appalachian Trail,” about the
first female through-hiker Granny Gatewood.
The anthology is supported by the West Virginia Humanities Council, the West Virginia Center for the Book, and the Shepherd University
Foundation. This is the 13th volume in the series, which has featured Charles Frazier, Nikki
Giovanni, Frank X Walker, and other award-winning Appalachian writers. ¾
Right: Dorothy Allison and Anthology of
Appalachian Writers Volume XIII

West Virginia Fiction Competition finalists
West Virginia common read author and
Shepherd University Appalachian Heritage
Writer-in-Residence Marie Manilla selected
finalists for the West Virginia Fiction
Competition:
¾ “Mr. Kindness” by D. W. Gregory

(Shepherdstown)
¾ “The Wake” by Sean Patrick Duffy

(Wheeling)
¾ “What He Didn’t Hear” by M. Lynne Squires

(Scott Depot)
¾ “Wild Geese” by Lois Spencer (Belpre, Ohio)

¾ “Ties That Bind” by Julie Becraft-Shehan

(Harpers Ferry)
¾ “Dog Days” by Kandi Ellison (Belpre, Ohio)

The Judges’ Choice, selected from public
and home school submissions, was Noche
Gauthier’s “Tulips” (Harpers Ferry). Winners
will be announced at the Scarborough Awards
on September 30, part of the Appalachian
Heritage Writer-in-Residence and Festival.
All of the finalists have the opportunity for
publication in the Marie Manilla “Anthology of
Appalachian Writers, Marie Manilla Volume,”
scheduled for publication in 2022. ¾

¾ “Motel” by Lynn Swanson (Hedgesville)
¾ “Spirit of Kind Feather” by Stephen Bartlett

(Shepherdstown)
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Left: Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence
Marie Manilla
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Andrew Finn Magill

Andrew Finn Magill will perform
“Celtic Roots and South American
Musical Treasures”
The event will take place on August 15 at 7 p.m.
in the Byrd Center for Congressional History and
Education. The program will bring Magill’s Celtic
Roots musical training to Shepherd to share with
students and community the diverse array of
Celtic musical traditions that make up regional
music. Magill is an award-winning musician from
Ashville, North Carolina, who has specialized in
old-time, bluegrass, jazz, as well as classical violin. He is the recipient of a Fulbright Fellowship
and has been featured on the BBC and NPR. The
event is free and open to the public. ¾

Celtic Roots Highlands and Orkneys tour
Celtic Roots Highlands and Orkneys Tour 3.0
has risen from the ashes of COVID-19 for its third
incarnation, after two postponements. Dr. Shurbutt, who taught the Celtic roots course this
spring, shared all available information and then
asked the students and community travelers to
make the decision about postponement of the
travel portion of the Celtic roots course; and
though an August reboot had been determined
after May travel was cancelled, the group opted
for a June 2022 tour in order to assure access
to all the venues, including tea at Dove Cottage
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in Grasmere, the Edinburgh Writers’ Museum,
and Robert Burns Cottage and Museum. While
the Orkney Island tour, Battle of Culloden, and
Inverness events would likely be open, smaller
venues like Abbotsford and the Bronte parsonage in Yorkshire might have been missed. As it
was, WorldStrides who helped arrange the trip,
worked closely with Shepherd to be sure those
who wanted their deposits back received them,
though most travelers remained on the travel
list. There will be a few spaces open for travelers
to join the group, which is limited to 20 travelers.

WorldStrides was able to hold the ground costs
remarkably close to the original 2020 quote, despite rising travel costs in the United Kingdom.
The new study tour is scheduled for June 13-25,
2022, with a $600 deposit deadline of March
5. To secure one of the available spots on the
tour, visit the World Strides website. The Center
thanks the Office of the Provost and the Campus
Health Task Force, as well as Global Studies and
Dr. Sam Green, for their support during these
complex times. ¾
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Appalachain Heritage Writer-in-Residence
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 1-30

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Photography exhibit: Images of Appalachia
from the Anthology of Appalachian Writers
Dorothy Allison Volume
Curator: Mike Mendez
Scarborough Library, view online here

7 p.m. | “A Celebration of Appalachian
Storytellers, Anthology of Appalachian
Writers, Dorothy Allison Volume XIII”*
with West Virginia Poet Laureate Marc
Harshman and friends
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education

Noon | Lunch and book discussion
with Senior Moment Book Club

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

7 p.m. | Scarborough Society keynote and
AHWIR Awards Ceremony*
with Marie Manilla, reception to follow
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
7 p.m. | Stories from West Virginia*
with Shepherd University Storyteller-inResidence Adam Booth
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
The Appalachian Heritage Festival
day-long events and concert
For detailed schedule, visit Performing Arts
Series at Shepherd website
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
7 p.m. | “Mother Jones and Transformation
through Suffering”*
with Karen Spears Zacharias
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education

3 p.m. | Writer’s master class
with Marie Manilla and West Virginia Poet
laureate Marc Harshman
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education and Zoom, until 4:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m. | “The Patron Saint of Ugly” reading
with Marie Manilla to honors students from
Martinsburg High School, Spring Mills High
School, and from Jefferson and Berkeley
Counties
11 a.m. | Marie Manilla reading
Martinsburg Public Library
12:30 p.m. | Shepherdstown Library
Nourishing Literacy Giving Circle
Bavarian Inn
7 p.m. | The Writing Life*
with Marie Manilla, reception to follow
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
7 p.m. | “Fried Green Tomatoes”
a story of redemption and forgiveness,
screening and film discussion
Shepherdstown Film Society
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional
History and Education
*Event is also live-streamed on Shepherd
University’s YouTube Channel
For more information, contact sshurbut@
shepherd.edu or the Center at 304-876-5207

Appalachian studies fall
2021 courses
Art of Storytelling and Folktales
APST 256/556-01, (Core 2nd Tier Arts, MD) 3 credits
Tuesday, 6:30-9:10 p.m.
Knutti 203, Meads
West Virginia and Appalachian Region
APST/HIST 309/509-01, 3 credits
Tuesday and Thursday, 3:15-4:30 p.m.
Knutti 204, Bankhurst

Appalachian Studies Degree Programs
Degree programs offered are Appalachian studies minor, graduate certificate, MA in Appalachian studies, and new Interdisciplinary BA/BS degree in Appalchian Studies. Both the MA
and BA/BS degrees are part of the Celtic Roots Global Appalachia program which encourages student study abroad in lieu of the required electives in both programs. Institutions of
higher education in both Ireland and Scotland are part of the program, with MA students able
to leave the experience with two graduate degrees if they attend the University of the West
of Scotland (UWS MA increative media studies and Shepherd MA in Appalachian studies).
For information about these degree and non-degree programs, contact the Center Director
Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, sshurbut@shepherd.edu or drop by The Center for Appalachian
Studies and Communities located in Scarborough 209. Details can also be found online.
www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/appalachian-studies-degree-programs
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Appalachian Literature
APST 358/558-01, 3 credits
Monday and Wednesday, 5-6:15 p.m.
Byrd CHE 156, Shurbutt
Appalachian Studies Practicum
APST 476/576-01, 1-3 credits
TBA, Shurbutt
Independent Research
APST 601, 3 credits
TBA, Shurbutt
Thesis
APST 601, 3 credits
TBA, Shurbutt
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