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Orpheus was a musician, poet, and prophet in Greek mythology. His 
parents were the king of Thrace Oeagrus and the muse Calliope. He was 
considered the best musician and poet of all, and he perfected the lyre. It 
was the god Apollo who taught Orpheus how to play the lyre when he was 
an adolescent. According to a source, his music had the ability to charm 
the animals and make the trees dance.  

The most famous story about Orpheus is that of him and his wife 
Eurydice. Eurydice was having a stroll when a satyr tried to rape her. She 
tried to avoid him, but she fell into a nest of vipers, and she was fatally 
bitten. Orpheus found his wife's body and due to his grief, started singing 
the most mournful songs. The nymphs and the gods started weeping upon 
hearing Orpheus' songs and advised him to go to the Underworld and 
bring his wife back.  

Orpheus indeed followed their advice and met with the god of the 
Underworld, Hades and his wife Persephone. He pleaded to let him take 
his wife back, and after singing to them, their hearts were softened so 
much that they agreed. However, they told him not to look back until they 
had reached the surface. They started walking towards the surface; when 
Orpheus reached the opening of the cave with his wife following, he 
looked back, anxious to see if Eurydice was behind him. As she had not 
yet reached the opening though, she disappeared back into the Underworld 
forever.  

Source: https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Mortals/Orpheus/orpheus.html  
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Part I: Falling in love  
Orpheus with His Lute                                           William Schuman  

                                 (1910-1992) 
Xander Strain, tenor 

  
Song: Wedding Song from Hadestown                         Anaïs Mitchell  

(b. 1981) 
Xander Strain and Zoey Breakall   

L’Orfeo favola in musica                                        Claudio Monteverdi  
Act II begin with p. 42, m. 54 – end                                        (1567-1643)   

Orfeo: Matthew Green  
Pastore II: Meghan Butler  
Pastore III: Xander Strain  
Coro di Nife e Pastori: all singers  
Messaggera: Amber Shayeb  
Pastore I: Brianna Schmuck  

Part II: Loss and memory 
  
Sonnet I: Orpheus’s Lament (monologue)  

Sarah Murphy and Jason Whitaker  
  
Part 8: Death from Orpheus and Euridice                   Ricky Ian Gordon  

(b. 1956) 
Amber Shayeb, clarinet  

  
Sonnet II: Eurydice Speaks from the Dead (monologue): Rebekah Smith  
  
Dreamland                                                                         Alexis French  

(b. 1970)  
Lorie Payne, piano  

Film by Timothy R. Butcher  
  

INTERMISSION  
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 Part III: How far will you go for love?  

Orpheus                                                                        Sarah Bareilles  
(b. 1979)  

Zoey Breakall 
  
Sonnet III: Ultima Volta (monologue)   

Sarah Murphy and Jason Whitaker  
  
When the chips are down from Hadestown                         Anaïs Mitchell  

All sopranos and altos  

Vieni ai regni del riposo from Orfeo ed Euridice 
Christoph Willibald Gluck  

(1714-1787) 
All singers  

Part IV: Trial and redemption  
  

Sonnet IV:  Sonnet from the Gods (monologue): Rebekah Smith  
  
The Book of Love                                                              Peter Gabriel  

(b. 1959) 
Matthew Green, baritone and all singers  

 “Qual vita è questa mai” to end from Orfeo ed Euridice  
Christoph Willibald Gluck 

   Euridice: Amber Shayeb  
  Orfeo: Meghan Butler  
  Amor: Sarah Seelinger  



  
Zoey Breakall, soprano  

Meghan Butler, alto  
Alexis Cookus, soprano  

Matthew Green, bass  
Cassidy Joy, alto  

Charity Meyer, soprano  
Brianna Schmuck, alto  
Connor Sheedy, bass  
Sarah Seelinger, alto  

Amber Shayeb, soprano  
Xander Strain, tenor  

   
Dr. Robert Tudor, conductor  
Dr. Julianna Hayward, piano  

Chase Molden, Theater Technical Director  
Braden Harrington, Assistant Theater Technical Director  

Crispin Enger, bass  
Jacob Routzhan, guitar  

Sawyer Gaydon, percussion  

• Dr. Bobb Robinson for the idea of creating this work and assistance creating 
practice sound files and running rehearsals while he was out of town.  

• Drs. Robinson and Holmes for assisting with preparation of the singers.  
• Kevin pace for assistance in assembling the band for this performance.  
• Prof. kb saine for her support in guiding me to find two wonderful actors to 

collaborate with on this project.  
• Sawyer Gaydon for finding time to collaborate with us.  
• Artist Timothy R. Butcher for taking my idea, saying “yes” and running with 

it. 
• Artist Kimo Williams for the generous collaboration and gift of his beautiful 

art for this performance.  
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Zoey Breakall is a Shepherd Music Education Major with a vocal focus. She is 
from Clear Spring Maryland and was involved in choir and music theater 
throughout her years there. She has been involved in many choir performances 
that the School of Music has offered over the past two years, and high school 
performances and competitions as well. She is very thankful for her opportunity 
to be involved in Shepherd’s School of Music and would like to thank all her 
professors and family members for their constant support.  

Timothy R. Butcher is a Shepherd Painting/Illustration B.F.A. Major. He has 
created several short live action and animated films, winning three awards 
regionally and nationally for excellence in the avant-garde category for his 
movies Libra (2017) and Walk Again With Me (2019). Timothy has recently 
published his first children’s picture book Gilbert’s Backwards Day, and will be 
continuing his studies in visual storytelling at graduate school next year, where 
he intends to earn an M.F.A. in Film Production from Full Sail University in 
Florida.  

Alexis Cookus is a Music Education Major. She has sung in choirs throughout 
her secondary school career, in particular the Hedgesville High School Chamber 
Choir, where she was a section leader. Alexis is not only a proficient vocalist, but 
also excels at piano. Alexis has been to many choral activities within the state, 
including the 2019 Fall Choir Festival at West Virginia University. Additionally, 
Alexis traveled to Charleston, WV for the All-State Music Conference in March 
of 2020, where she worked with Dr. Tim Seelig in the All-State Choir. When she 
isn’t making music, Alexis spends her time at her job, teaching music to the 
children of her church, and relaxing with her family and her cat, Socks. Alexis 
generously thanks her family and friends for their support through the years. 
  
Cassidy Joy is a Communications Major with a Music Minor at Shepherd 
University. Her latest performances include the Fall Choral Concert and the 
Spring Outdoor Celebration Concert. She is looking forward to tonight’s concert 
and thanks her family, friends, and professors for their constant support and 
encouragement.  

Charity Meyer is a freshman Music Performance major at Shepherd 
University. Her primary instrument is the harp, but she has sung in school and 
youth choruses for years. She looks forward to participating in many vocal and 
instrumental ensembles in her years at Shepherd.  

Lorie Payne is a Shepherd School of Music Performance Major. Lorie comes to 
Shepherd as a transfer student, bringing with her a wealth of experience. She has 
thirty years of organ training and performance and was twice selected to be the 
organist for regional conferences of her church which 5,000 plus people 
attended. She has been the principal organizer and performer as organist, pianist, 
violinist, vocalist, and conductor of her church’s Christmas and Easter programs 
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attended by hundreds for eighteen years. She has instructed piano, organ, and 
vocal students for ten years—several having received recognition in statewide 
competitions. Lorie is an active member of Sigma Alpha Iota and Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor Society. She is the mother of four boys and the grandmother of four 
children. She homeschooled her four boys from kindergarten through high school 
and instructed early morning seminary students for five years. Lorie will 
complete her Bachelor of Music in Performance at Shepherd University in 
December of 2022 and credits her husband Steve for his help and support.  

Sarah Seelinger is a freshman Music Education Major with an emphasis on 
voice. HShe sings in Shepherd University Ramblers and Camerata 
ensembles. She graduated from Martinsburg High School, where she was a 
Section Leader for three years in the Choraliers. She is excited and thankful to be 
in the music program and is eager to continue gaining knowledge and 
experience. She thanks Mrs. Schramm and Mrs. Hasely for being the reasons she 
chose this path, and her friends and family for loving and supporting her.  

Amber Shayeb is a senior Music Education major. During her time at Shepherd, 
Amber participated in Camerata and Chamber Singers as the soprano section 
leader, Ram Band, the Sheptatonix vocal quintet, and performed as a soloist for 
the Masterworks Chorale. She has also been active in the program by being the 
School of Music SGA representative, serving on the Student Advisory Council, 
and mentoring. After graduating, she hopes to go straight into teaching 
elementary school music and eventually, pursue her master's degree in 
conducting, and then to teach high school choir.  

Rebekah Smith is a theater major at Shepherd University. She has previous 
musical and play history with productions Bye Bye Birdie, She Kills 
Monsters, and Radium Girls. Rebekah also has a deep love for singing and 
participating in choir groups. Acting in Orpheus Explored is an honor for her, and 
she is so excited to recite the original sonnets for you all!  

Jason Whitaker is a Shepherd Theatre Major and tri-state based performer. His 
latest theatrical performances include Peter Pan in Peter and the 
Starcatcher (nominated Best Non-Professional Actor in West Virginia 
by BroadwayWorld), Jim in Glass Menagerie, and Leaf Coneybear in 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. Jason has studied at UCB (NYC), 
The Unified Scene Theater (DC), The Pit NYC, and DC Improv. He has also 
been published in several online publications and has spent time producing local 
radio shows alongside a brief walk-on at SiriusXM. Jason is an Air Force Vet 
with 2 tours in Iraq and has also worked with the Armed Services Arts 
Partnership as a mentor for military veterans interested in entering the arts. He 
thanks his friends, family, and director for their continued support and guidance 
each day.  



Upcoming Events: 

Game Day — Ram Band 
Saturday, November 13 at 12:00 p.m. 

 
Isaac Vila, Euphonium Recital 

Sunday, November 14 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Javier Flores, Euphonium Recital 
Sunday, November 14 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Wind Symphony 

Tuesday, November 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Piano Ensemble and Studio Recital — Let’s Dance! 
Wednesday, November 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

Small Ensembles and Composition Recital 
Monday, November 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

Annual Holiday Concert 
Saturday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. and 

Sunday, December 5 at 3:00 p.m. 

Shepherd Community Orchestra and Shepherd Youth Chorus 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m. 

Follow Shepherd Music!

Facebook    Instagram


