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During spring semester 2020, the creation 
of the Center for Financial Education and 
the Hoxton Endowed Lectureship for 
Financial Planning were made possible by 
a very generous donation by Rob Hoxton 
and his wife, Mary Logan Hoxton. 

During the summer of 2021, White Hall 
226 was transformed into a physical space 
for the Center for Financial Education. 
It Is expected that this space will be 
completed by the end of fall semester and 
be operational for spring semester 2022. 
Lectures, classes, and activities that focus 
on financial topics will take place in the 
Center. This space, and the activities of the 
Center for Financial Education, will focus 
on the broadening of financial education 
and the development of financial planners 
in order to increase the level of financial 
literacy in the Eastern Panhandle and 
other West Virginia counties. Watch for a 

The Center for Financial Education

dedication ceremony for the center in the 
spring.

Janine Sam, assistant professor of business 
administration, has been named the first 
Hoxton Endowed Lecturer for Financial 
Planning. This endowed lectureship is 
designed to support a faculty member with 
faculty development funding to undertake 
activities in support of the center’s mission. 

Professor Sam has been nominated by the 
Association of African-American Financial 
Advisors to the 50 Under 50 program. 
The second annual AAAA 50 Under 
50 program recognizes and celebrates 
influential Black/African American licensed 
financial advisors, planners, consultants, 
and operations/administrative executives 
in the financial services industry. Each year, 
a committee of peers reviews nominations 
to create a list of 50 outstanding financial 
advisers, or industry professionals 
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As many of you know, Dr. Ben Martz is 
currently serving as the interim provost for 
academic affairs as the university searches for 
a new Provost to replace Dr. Scott Beard, who 
died suddenly in March 2021. While Dr. Martz 
has assumed the role of Interim Provost, I have 
stepped in as interim dean for the College of 
Business. We anticipate a new provost will be in 
place by July 1, 2022.

The College of Business, along with the rest 
of the institution, is starting to slowly turn the 
page on the COVID-19 pandemic. Fall semester 
2021 has seen the return to more in-person 
learning, more activity on the part of student 

clubs and organizations, and more interactions 
with outside groups. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions that are still in place, the College 
of Business found it necessary to postpone 
the homecoming alumni dinner to sometime in 
the spring, conditions permitting. Please stay 
tuned for announcements regarding a College 
of Business spring alumni event.

Despite three long semesters of COVID-19 
restrictions, the College of Business has still 
been moving forward. This newsletter serves to 
update you on some of our new initiatives and 
progress on established initiatives. ¾ 

-Kathleen Reid

Message From the  
Interim Dean

Kathleen Reid
Chair, Department of Economics and Finance

Interim Dean, College of Business
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LEFT: James Dovel in lecture.

James Dovel, assistant professor of 
business administration, and coordinator 
for the entrepreneurship concentration and 
minor, recently received a $5,000 grant 
from the President’s Club to conduct a high 
school business plan competition.

Small businesses and entrepreneurial 
efforts are extremely important to 
the economy. The U.S. Small Business 
Administration reports that small 
businesses account for 44% of U.S. 
economic activity and create two-thirds of 

new jobs. Shepherd University’s College 
of Business will help high school students 
to get a jump on their future by holding a 
business plan competition for local high 
school students. Finalists will have the 
opportunity to compete for up to $5,000 in 
scholarships to attend Shepherd University 
in the fall. Information on the competition 
can be found here: 

www.shepherd.edu/cob/high-school-
scholarship-contest

High School Business Plan Competition

supporting advisers, who are 50 or 
younger. Honorees are judged on their 
accomplishments, contribution to the 
industry, leadership, and promise. 

Professor Sam is the 2021 Storer Award 
recipient for infusion of diversity and social 
justice within the curriculum. Her latest 
publication, “Financial Literacy to Prevent 
Poor Borrowing Choices” was published 
this fall in Financial Services Review 
journal. In September, Professor Sam was 

interviewed by moneygeek.com as part of 
their home/auto insurance bundle study 
and West Virginia insurance article. Links to 
the articles are provided below:

¾	www.moneygeek.com/
insurance/auto/best-home-auto-
bundle/#expert=janine-sam-phd-cfp

¾	www.moneygeek.com/insurance/
auto/cheapest-car-insurance-west-
virginia/#expert=janine-sam-phd-cfp 

RIGHT: Janine Sam, assistant professor of busi-
ness administration
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Luis F. Mercado, Jr., MBA, joined Shepherd 
University in June 2021, serving as academic 
advisor to first and second year College of 
Business students and adjunct instructor for 
BADM 385: Business Externships. Luis holds 
an MBA (Marymount University), post-MBA 
certificate in Supply Chain Management (Lehigh 
University), graduate certificate in student 
development and affairs (Drexel University), 
and attended an executive development 
program at the Kellogg School of Management 
(Northwestern University), a professional 
development experience that enabled access to 
middle-management roles. Luis’s employment 
history includes AT&T, Mars Chocolate, Mars, 
Inc., Nestle Waters (now Blue Triton Brands), 
PPL Electric, ENGIE North America, and most 
recently the Lower Shore Workforce Alliance. 
He was also employed by Kutztown University 
as an adjunct instructor during the Spring 
2018 semester supporting the supply chain 
management program. Luis is also an Eastern 
Association of Colleges & Employers (EACE) 
member and currently serves on community 
college and first-generation committees.  

As a first-generation student from an 
underserved population, Luis credits personal 
and career success to the unbelievable 
generosity of many diverse professionals 
that offered mentoring, caring advice, and 
approachable demeanors. Without these 
amazing influences, it is unlikely that he would 
have successfully completed college, adopted 

lifelong learning 
habits, or 
comprehended 
the importance of 
paying it forward. 
Throughout 
his career, Luis 
has informally 
mentored 
secondary 
school students, 
higher education 
students, 
graduates, non-
students, and 
especially multi-
generational 
individuals. In 
2014, he began 
volunteering in 
higher education 
career services 

centers, working in tandem with the staff to 
effectively conduct (or evaluate) initiatives that 
improve student outcomes across the career 
development spectrum. Areas of specialty 
are mock interviewing, interview preparation 
techniques, resume creation, and academic 
and career mentoring. Luis has designed 

seminars on salary negotiations, competency 
summary creation, and common mistakes in 
the interview process. For example, he recently 
delivered a ‘Small Mistakes, Big Consequences’ 
webinar for St. John’s College and Salisbury 
University. Volunteerism includes Lafayette 
College, Moravian College, Kutztown University, 
Washington College, East Stroudsburg 
University, and non-profit Merit America.

The above experiences culminated in Luis’s 
decision to pivot employment from the business 
sector into higher education. In 2019, he began 
to pursue a graduate certificate in student 
development and affairs hoping the additional 
micro-credentials, combined with extensive 
volunteerism, would enable success in pivoting 
full-time employment. He is very appreciative 
for the opportunity to support Shepherd 
students and has already volunteered for Get 
Ram Ready and the Emerging Leaders in the 
Community program, supports the Admissions 
and Credits Committee, and is preparing to be a 
Student Conduct Board member. 

Luis can be reached at lmercado@shepherd.
edu, 304-876-5350. His office is room 214, White 
Hall. ¾

New Faculty and Staff

Professor Angela Busila, assistant professor 
of accounting, joined the accounting faculty 
in January 2021. Professor Busila received her 
Ph.D. from Saybrook University, her MBA from 
Northern Illinois University and her B.S.B.A. 
in accounting from the University of Missouri. 
She is also a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) and has passed the Certified 
Information Systems Auditor exam.

Prior to Shepherd, Professor Busila taught 
accounting at Old Dominion University, 
Metropolitan State University of Denver, Regis 
University, Colorado State University Global 
Campus, and Elmhurst College. Professor 
Busila’s private sector experience includes 
work as a CPA, CFO, auditor, and controller.

Professor Busila will be teaching Accounting 
Information Systems, Managerial Accounting, 
Principles of Accounting I and II, Intermediate 
Accounting III, and MBA Managerial 
Accounting and Financial Accounting 
Foundations. ¾
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College of Business awarded WISH Grant

Aviation Program takes flight with three students

The College of Business won one of the 2021 
WISH Shepherd Learning Project grants in the 
amount of $31,250 to build a College of Business 
Analytics Lab. In order to prepare students for 
data-driven analytics careers, the WISH grant 
will help bring the current computer lab in White 
Hall 204 into a state-of-the-art facility. It will 
include moveable tables, multi-screen capability, 
upgraded internet access, high-quality video 
displays that will provide the infrastructure 
to support the visualization of charts and 
dashboard information, and the ability to handle 
increased technology needs created by more 
powerful analytics software. ¾

“The proposal funds not simply a lab upgrade, 
but also the development of a classroom to 
showcase how Shepherd understands that in 
today’s world students must become more 
information literate,” said Martz. “We see this 
grant as enabling opportunities. For Shepherd, 
we have a technology-enhanced analytics lab; 
for faculty, we have a customizable learning 
classroom; for students, we have an environment 
in which analytical and quantitative skills 
integrate with a well-rounded curriculum and the 
start of a knowledge-based career.” 

The Shepherd Aviation Program welcomed 
its inaugural class this semester with three 
students: Mason Kidwell, Jaxon Bakken, and 
Bailey Bakken. In March, Shepherd University, 
Bravo Flight Training, and the Eastern West 
Virginia Regional Airport (MRB) announced 
a partnership to bring aviation training and 

education to the Eastern Panhandle. Shepherd 
is offering the academic portion of the program 
through its College of Business, while Bravo 
will deliver the ground school aviation training 
classes, and MRB will host the activities at the 
recently renovated airport facility. ¾

4+1 economics program now available

Shepherd recently finalized a 4+1 agreement 
with West Virginia University (WVU) for 
Shepherd economics students who want to 
pursue a graduate economics degree. Shepherd 
undergraduates can use up to three upper-
level economics electives toward their M.S. 

in economics at WVU, if accepted into the 
program. The program allows students to finish 
their master’s degree in economics in as little as 
one year after completing their undergraduate 
degree. ¾

The College of Business Help Desk is 
up and running again this academic 
year. Students needing assistance 
with their business classes can meet 
with the Help Desk face-to-face or 
via Zoom. A schedule is available at 
White Hall 213 and online.

The College of Business Help Desk 
is a resource for students who 
have questions about the business 
program in general, or may need 
help with their business, economics, 
finance, and/or accounting courses. 
It is a place where students can 
come to receive guidance with 
course work.

Two graduate assistants are 
assisting students via the Help Desk. 
Ayomide Adegbamigbe received her 
B.S. in accounting and economics 
and her MBA from Shepherd 
University. She is currently in the 
graduate program in data analytics 
and information systems. Britney 
Rodia received her undergraduate 
degree in accounting from West 
Virginia University and is currently 
a student in Shepherd’s MBA 
program. ¾

Help Desk 2021/2022

Departmental News
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Accounting Club Spotlight

This past year, the Accounting Club was able 
to host many events virtually despite the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. In Fall 
2020, the Club virtually hosted two speakers, 
Daniel Sweeney, Shepherd University alumnus, 
and Weston Smith, former CFO of HealthSouth. 
The annual Meet the Firms was also held 
virtually using the HandShake platform. A total 
of 11 students met with 13 employers from public, 
private, and government organizations. There 
were 55 student-employer interactions made 
during the virtual Meet the Firms event. In the 
spring, the club virtually hosted two speakers, 
Derek Fuzzel from the Institute of Management 
Accountants, and Melissa Markey from Shepherd 
University Career Services. Fuzzel spoke with 

students about the CMA certification and its 
benefits. Markey helped students develop and 
tweak resumes along with providing interview 
tips. Additionally, the club virtually hosted 
presenters from five CPA exam review courses 
- Gleim, Wiley, Becker, Surgent, and UWorld 
Roger CPA. The CPA review representatives 
spoke with students about each review course 
and provided students discounts on the review 
materials. In April, the club hosted its annual 
alumni dinner virtually over Zoom. Attendees 
networked, made dinner, and played games to 
win prizes. The outstanding Accounting Club 
member for the 2020-2021 academic year was 
Shawn Himes. ¾

Fall 2021

During the Fall 2021 semester, the Club was 
able to interact in-person on campus. The 
annual Meet the Firms event welcomed 12 
firms, a local CPA chapter, and Shepherd 
University Career Services. Sixteen students 
attended the event and were able to network 
with accounting professionals and discuss 
internship and full-time career opportunities. 

The Club was able to hold its annual tailgate 
at Homecoming with the McMurran Scholars 
Association. The Club has also hosted multiple 
speaker presentations that focused on career 
opportunities and the transition from college 
to the workplace. The presentations were 
provided by representatives from the following 
organizations. FEMA, SEK CPAs and Advisors, 

Yount, Hyde, and Barbour, P.C., DeLeon and 
Stang, and West Virginia State Auditor John 
B. McCuskey. Club members also participated 
in a community service activity at Horses with 
Hearts in Martinsburg, and provided tutoring 
to students taking Principles of Financial 
Accounting and Managerial Accounting. ¾

Shepherd University Accounting Club


