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Priestfield is one of four pastoral centers in the Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston serving 

the parishes of West Virginia.  The 38-acre outreach and ecumenical center would not exist in 

the form it does today were it not for a centuries-old haunted house story known as “The Legend 

of the Wizard Clip.” The origins of the oddly named “Wizard Clip” mystery date back to the late 

1700s, in early Virginia, long before West Virginia became a separate state. There are hundreds 

of books, newspaper articles and journal entries retelling of the infamous haunting that took 

place over 200 years ago in Middleway, West Virginia. The story, and others like it, were 

common during the 1700’s in the backcountry of Virginia and were constantly growing and ever 

evolving, “borrowing from Scottish, Irish, Indians, Africans and German folklore” 

(Fischer 713). The beliefs and stories included sorcery, omens, charms, spells, etc. and retained 

“beliefs in the devil, witches, stars and planets. But mainly sought to control worldly 

events.” (Fischer 715). There was a constant fear of witchcraft and “in the early settlements there 

were specialists in the supernatural called witch masters who make house calls” (Fischer 710). 

There was a strong belief in granny witches in Appalachia which would have helped to keep the 

story alive. But it was the belief in Brauchers, common in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in the 
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18th and 19th Century that would have led a German settler to believe in the powers of the 

supernatural and those who could put evil to rest (Bilardi 21).1  

Much of the story of Wizard’s Clip is verifiable, but other parts remain a mystery.  

We know that in February 1802 John Livingston deeded a portion of his land to the Catholic 

Church in perpetuity (Jefferson County Deed Book No.1, 152) before moving back to 

Pennsylvania, where he lived until his death in 1820. He stipulated that there should always be a 

member of clergy on the land, and that any profits from it should go toward building or repairing 

a church on the property. Many accounts of the Livingston hauntings and Wizard Clip come 

from religious sources; even a recent version published in the local newspaper in 2019 was based 

on an interview with a church representative (see appendix 1).  Thus, the miraculous ability of 

the Catholic Church to banish the mysterious spirits may be a bit convenient.  

The story is based on a traveler through backcountry Virginia  in 1796. Yet, “[a]nyone 

that knows West Virginia folklore knows that the fate of travelers never ends up well. They are 

either robber, murdered, chased by a ghost or fall ill,” as in the story of Wizard Clip (Best 

Virginian). Those who learned the story from the church’s account will have a slightly different 

version. For example, a published book sold by the Catholic Church at Priestfield, claimed that 

Livingston arrived in Smithfield, Virginia, from Pennsylvania, where he had owned a great deal 

of land, but fled because his Pennsylvania property experienced a host of calamities, from his 

                                                           
1 Brachers performed Braucherei, a system of folk magic with roots in Christian and Pre-Christian Germany but 
developed as an American magical system which draws on quotes from the Bible, the Kabbalah and old grimoires 
and is empowered by the Holy Trinity (Bilbardi). 
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cattle dying off to his barn burning to the ground (Brown 7). He went to Smithfield, looking for a 

fresh start. While other versions give no claim that Livingstone 

was haunted before arriving in Smithfield. Church-based versions claim that Livingston sought 

help from various religious leaders, but it took a Catholic priest to finally end the 

hauntings (Brown 13).   

The Plot 

The basic story is the one the town’s people of Middleway and the surrounding areas still 

believe. It began when Adam Livingston moved to Smithfield, Virginia, with his wife and 

children in the early 1790s and settled on 350 acres (about half the area of Central Park in New 

York City).2 All was good until one day a bad storm was coming through town. A wandering 

stranger stopped at Livingston’s house to shelter from the cold and weather. He was struck with 

a horrible fever and was believed to be dying. He begged Adam Livingston to find a Catholic 

Priest to offer his last rights. Because of the storm, Livingston refused. The man died soon after. 

That is when the mysterious occurrences began. The barn caught fire. There were sounds of loud 

banging and the thunder of galloping horses, which would occur unexpectedly. Stones and pieces 

of firewood would be flung through the air; dishes and pottery would mysteriously come off the 

shelves and smash to the floor; and the heads of ducks, geese and cattle would fall off. You name 

it, the stories reported it. Nothing was going well for the Livingstons. The most consistent 

phenomenon was that the family’s clothes and bedding were cut in ribbons and in the shape of a 

                                                           
2 Some versions claim that Adam Livingston was Dutch. However, many people still refer to people living in and 
near Lancaster, PA as Pennsylvania Dutch though they are of German descent. Germans call their motherland 
Deutschland. So, when an immigrant from Deutschland arrived at the New World, it was easy for any uneducated 
citizen (most would have been uneducated) to assume the people from Deutschland were Dutch.  
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crescent moon. Some claimed the stranger was a barber by trade which would explain the 

clippings, while others believe he was a tailor because he would cut the shape of a 

crescent which is common for making shirt sleeves. An Interview by Atlas Obscura with a 

representative from Priestfield found “[i]t appeared in their clothing and on the animals” 

(Grundhauser). See appendix 3.  Clothes were even being cut while people wore them; stored 

linens would be found clipped; pieces were clipped on the laundry line. One account tells of a 

visitor to the Livingston house who took off her hat and wrapped it in a handkerchief to keep it 

from being clipped, but when she left and unwrapped it, the silk hat had been cut to narrow 

shreds (Bates 60).   

Just when Livingston was losing his faith in God altogether, he had a vision that would 

change his dreadful fate. According to Kersey (Priestfield employee), “Finally, Adam Livingston 

had this dream where he saw a man in a long cloak-like type of thing” (Grundhauser). See 

appendix 4.  Another church version claims that Livingston saw a man in robes and heard a voice 

say, “This is the man who can relieve you” (Brown 10). Livingston concluded that this meant he 

should seek out a Catholic priest for help. He found Reverend Dennis Cahill, and reluctantly 

invited a Catholic to his home. Some versions of the story say that Livingston’s neighbor, Mc 

Sherry had the dream. While others say that another priest had the dream (Marshall 

18; Nordheim 13).  

   Cahill gave prayers and sprinkled holy water and the hauntings stopped for a few 

days. Reverend Dimitri Gallitzin also visited the Livingston residence around 1797. The stories 

do not usually say why, but we know from letters that Gallitzin was sent to the Livingstons to 

investigate and document. In a letter written in 1839, Gallitzin stated that after three months 
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of witnessing the disturbances at the Livingston home, “I was soon converted to a full belief of 

them.” Gallitzin had Cahill come back to the Livingstons’ and together they performed an 

exorcism that caused the house to shake with “the rattling and rumbling as of innumerable 

wagons.” Finally, after Cahill performed a mass in the house, the hauntings stopped (Brown 

13; Bushong 98).  

Some versions include even more hauntings that began after the exorcism (Brown 18).  

Adam Livingston and his family began hearing what they called, The Voice. Cahill continued 

visiting the Livingstons to convince them to convert to Catholicism. By now, the family claimed 

to be being instructed by a strange voice that taught them about Catholicism (see appendix 2).  

The Voice was said to request prayers and shame members of the family who did not 

confess. They were warned to believe in the church or die (Finotti, retold in Mystery of the 

Wizard Clip in 2001 and again reprinted by Loreto Press in 2010).  The Livingstons 

converted to Christianity. In return for all the help given to Livingston by the Catholic church, 

Adam Livingston gave his land to the Catholic church “to sustain a priest” (see appendix 1).  

Back Story 

In 1681, William Penn acquired land in Pennsylvania and wrote about the freedom and 

rewards of the new world. Soon, others visited and authored enticing stories which were printed 

in Dutch, English, and German. One German who would have heard or read about the religious 

freedom and rich lands was Johann Georg Liebenstien (Lowenstein), the son of Heinrich 

Liebenstein and Eva Margarete, who was born in 1713 at Durre aus Pfenningischen, Pfalz 

(Marshall 5). In early 18th Century Westphalia Germany, many Dissenters from the state religion 
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left for the new world.3 To emigrate to the New World, one had to “obtain a civil passport 

declaring good character, declare that he owed no property, pay a migration tax and obtain a 

certificate from the state church professing he had received the sacrament on the particular date.” 

The emigrants traveled down the Rhine from Germany to Rotterdam (Brobst Chronicles).  From 

May 3, 1709, to July 1709, eight thousand Palatines arrived in New York from England with 

most moving on to Pennsylvania (Palatine Society 1970).  

   At 19, Johann Georg Liebenstein arrived in Philadelphia on May 15, 1732, from Boston 

on a ship called, Norris. He eventually obtained 100 acres in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and was 

married to Catarina Ruscher on February 12, 1738, by the first traveling Lutheran minister in 

Western Pennsylvania, Reverend John Asper Stoever. By February 16, 1739, John Adam was 

born. John Adam was able to attend the Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, but he learned from 

his father the linen weaver trade (Marshall 9). Upon his father’s death on December 18,1771, 

John Adam not only inherited his father’s weaving loom and gears, but was granted along with 

his sister, Anna Maria, land his father purchased for 300 pounds in Frederick County, Province 

of Virginia, now known as Middleway, West Virginia (Deed Book E 461).   

                                                           
3 German dissenters were like the English dissenters or English Separatists who were Protestant Christians who 

separated from the Church of England in the 17th and 18th centuries. A dissenter is one who disagrees in opinion, 

belief, and other matters. Dissenters opposed state interference in religious matters, and founded their own churches, 

educational establishments, and communities. Some dissenters immigrated to the New World, especially to the 

Thirteen Colonies and Canada.  
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John and his sister, Anna Maria and her husband John Benner moved to the northern part 

of Frederick County which had been split forming Berkeley County. According to Deed Book 1 

in the Berkeley County courthouse in Martinsburg, West Virginia, John Benner, as the sister’s 

spouse, received 180 acres, and John Adam received 350 acres of land from Christian Fox of 

Lancaster County of the Province of Pennsylvania (Marshall 11). Records indicate that John 

Adam Livingston had at least eight children, and that his second wife was named Mary Ann 

(Marshall 12).  

  In 1757, Pennsylvania recorded fewer than 1,400 Catholics out of a population of about 

200,000. The first national census of 1790 determined that there were four million people in the 

newly founded United States (Gauthier). Of that, there were an estimated 30,000 Catholics, 

about 1% of the population (Fox). Anti-Catholicism hostility was prevalent during the 1790’s. In 

1794, there were anti-Pope parties in the colonies (Swaldman & Gordon). Anglicanism was the 

official religion in Virginia, so many Puritans migrated from Virginia to Maryland (Catholic 

Church in Colonial Days). In 1700, there were less than 3,000 Catholics in Maryland, or 9% of 

the 34,000 inhabitants. Until the end of the  Congress of the Confederation in 1789, Catholics 

were under a titular bishop of the Catholic Church in England and Wales or Vicar Apostolic of 

the London District whose authority included the English speaking Catholics of British 

possessions in America. The last British Catholic bishops to oversee the Catholics of the newly 

formed United States were Richard Challoner, 1758–81, and James Robert Talbot, 1781-90. 

Talbot was succeeded by the American, Jesuit John Carroll, who became the first American-born 

bishop. In 1785, he estimated the number of Catholics at 25,000; 15,800 in Maryland, 7,000 

in Pennsylvania and 1,500 in New York. There were less than 30 priests (Fox).  

http://link.bu.edu/portal/Catholic-Church-in-Colonial-Days-The-Thirteen/v4QRVi5JGtE/)
http://link.bu.edu/portal/Catholic-Church-in-Colonial-Days-The-Thirteen/v4QRVi5JGtE/)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_the_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titular_bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church_in_England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicar_Apostolic_of_the_London_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicar_Apostolic_of_the_London_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Challoner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Talbot_(priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carroll_(bishop)
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John Carroll came into power during a time of upheaval in the Catholic Church. The 

Jesuit Pope Pius IV had been arrested and Cardinal Antonelli was banished from Rome because 

of the murder by the Jesuit of Clement XIV, Pope Pius VI's predecessor. Bishop John Carroll 

played a significant role in planning the fate of the Catholic Church in America during the late 

1790’s. He fiercely petitioned for the division of church and state. Otherwise, the government 

could take over church property the same way they did in Europe (Klugewicz). He also 

successfully lobbied to have the American church separate from European control. John Carroll 

feared anti-Catholic prejudice, but also exclusion “from the honors and emoluments 

of society” (Klugewicz). If Catholics could not own property, they would not 

become financially successful. Carroll worked hard, urging his cousin, then serving in the 

Maryland legislature, to oppose a state law that discriminated against Catholics (Klugewicz).  

It is noted that John Carroll was the richest man in American in late 1700’s (Stephen etal).   

Adopted December 15,1791, as part of the Bill of Rights, The First Amendment 

prevented the government from making laws that would regulate or prohibit religious freedom, 

prohibit freedom of speech, assembly, or the right to petition the government for redress of 

grievances. With the church free to practice, free from state or government control and free from 

European control, Catholics could own property and increase wealth. The passage of the 

first amendment allowed for religious freedom, but also property ownership. However, even 

though a law was passed, it may have taken several years for society to accept and follow the 

law which may have been the case affecting the church in Virginia.   

One writer suggests Carroll was sent orders to infiltrate the colony of Virginia where 

priests were forbidden to own land (Nordheim 6). Nordheim further explains that while there 
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were still laws preventing Catholics from owning land, extensive survey of land was conducted 

in Berkeley County, Virginia. He contends that the church targeted John Livingston because of 

the location of the property. It was along a major trade route, middle-way between Winchester to 

Shepherdstown, on one side and the Opequon Creek, which maintained a Mill on the other side. 

At that time, Winchester was considered one of the most important towns in Virginia for 

commerce (Hofstra 1990). Today, this 64.4-mile-long tributary stream of the Potomac 

River forms natural boundaries between Jefferson and Berkeley Counties in West Virginia and 

Frederick and Clarke Counties in Virginia. Turkey Run flows through the area, ending in Turkey 

Run Lake, which would have been an important food source. Land along the Opequon was 

considered fertile and accessible. It was at the edge of the frontier. The nearby Great Wagon 

Road was now more than just an Indian path since the 1750s. It linked Shenandoah Valley from 

Virginia to Pennsylvania where many farmers traveled selling their crops, making it a major 

transportation corridor (Hofstra).  

It is contended that Livingston was elderly, wealthy, without a religious affiliation or 

church group and uncomfortable with the English language—an easy target. Other sources, many 

connected with the Catholic church, depict Livingston differently. Nordheim explains that the 

Jesuit Order claimed that Livingston’s land acquisition was fraudulent (7). Livingston’s father 

originally purchased the land that belonged to Christian Fox. But Fox’s land was part of a larger 

200-acre plot owned by Andrew Hampton. Fox got the land from a deal made with Edward 

Thomas and John Briscoe. It was speculated that Hampton may have been murdered and his land 

stolen as there is no record of conveyance of the land from Hampton to Fox. It was common 

during early America for people to kill someone and claim ownership of their property. When 
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stolen land could not be returned to the rightful owner, the church would receive it as charity. So, 

if the Jesuits converted Livingston, they could claim the land (Nordheim 10).   

A version of the story documented by J. Taylor when he traveled to Wizard’s Clip in 

1864, specifically to investigate the story (Taylor 315) explained that once the catholic priest was 

called in, “the spirit confessed to having murdered the predecessor and the spirit could not find 

rest till [sic] it had made restitution and had given to the murdered man restitution” (Taylor 330).  

See appendices 2 and 3.   

Bishop John Carroll sent Dimitri Gallitzin, also known as Reverend John Smith, to 

Smithfield, Virginia (now Middleway, WV), for an urgent and secret matter. Nordheim contends 

that the plan was to find a way to convert Livingston. And that, soon after Demetrius met with 

Livingston, the strange happenings began occurring (The Catholic version claims that Livingston 

faced the same demons in Pennsylvania and only came to Smithfield to escape them.). Soon, a 

Reverend Pellentz visited Livingston with the story of a dream in which he saw Livingston’s 

house filled with demons and that a man in a black robe, standing on a mountain could solve his 

problems (Reverend Dennis Cahill standing beside St. Peter’s Chapel in nearby Harper’s Ferry). 

It was documented by Gallizin that Father Cahill performed an exorcism (Devitt 385). Not only 

did Reverend Dennis Cahill perform what is believed to be the first exorcism in America, he also 

performed the first Catholic Mass in Allegany County, Maryland in 1791 (Dichtl).4 He founded 

several Catholic Parishes in Maryland, Virginia, and the Potomac River valley (Dichtl). The 

                                                           
4 Dichtl, John (May 2008). The First Mass Was Celebrated in Allegany County by Father Dennis Cahill. Records of 
the American Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia, Volumes 35-36. American Catholic Historical Society, 
1924. (126, 206).  
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church was growing and would need financial support. So, it was appropriate that he had 

Livingston to help support him.   

Pellentz explained to Livingston that there were Bible scriptures proving that God gave 

disciples the power to cast out demons (Marshal 28). During the 1700’s, it was quite common for 

people to believe in ghosts and demons. As late at 1693, Salem was still holding witch trials. 

Appalachian Folklore is ripe with stories of animals beheaded, cow’s milk turning to blood, 

superstitions, witches, and demons (Gainer 143). German immigrants brought several books on 

dispelling demons through rituals and prayers including the Sixth and Seventh Books of 

Moses and Egyptian Secrets. Livingston would have been familiar with these, and other books 

used by Braucheries during that time as he grew up in Lancaster, PA. The books encouraged 

the recitation of Bible verses to heal burns, stop bleeding, protect cattle, exorcise spirits, 

preventing cows from being beheaded, healing illnesses, and other catastrophies. These books 

are still used by Amish and Mennonite medicine doctors in the Lancaster, Pennsylvania region.  

   Adam hated Catholics because his father left Germany to escape religious persecution by 

the Catholic Church, so he sought help from the Protestant church to no avail. Livingston had no 

choice but to seek help from the man in the vision. Adam Livingston’s neighbors, the Mc 

Sherry’s took Adam to a Catholic chapel in Shepherdstown, VA. Adam, of course, saw the man 

in the robe who agreed to investigate the hauntings. Reverend Cahill claimed the spirit told him 

that the spirit of the murdered Andrew Hampton was responsible for the hauntings. Cahill 

performed an exorcism, putting the spirit to rest. He claimed that unless Livingston returned the 

bad land back to the rightful owner the hauntings would continue. Otherwise, the land would 

need to go to the church for their services. Livingston agreed, but his wife, Mary Ann 
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Livingston, did not. She wrote to the Potomac Magazine about her feelings about the issue and 

was never heard from again, according to Nordheim (16).  

The new Mrs. Livingston was a catholic, and she consented to the transaction between 

Livingston and the Jesuit church (Marshall 12; Nordheim 17). Father Gallitzin's final report to 

John Carrol in 1797 claimed that Mary Ann changed her mind. However, Mary Ann Livingston 

always signed her full name, so she would have used her full name on a legal deed. The name on 

the deed reads: “…and Mary, his wife…” (Jefferson County Courthouse Deed Book 

1, 1802). Mary was the most common female name at that time, so it is possible that the new 

wife was named Mary as well, and not Mary Ann.  

Gallitzin later performed numerous masses and spirit intercessions at Livingston’s house, 

all at the expense of Mr. Livingston (see appendix 3). Adam gave the rest of his land to Joseph 

Bell (Marshall 41) and moved back to Pennsylvania where he died in 1820. Yet, there is no 

record of the land transaction. Gallitzin started a retreat center in Loretta, Pennsylvania (Mellott). 

After several bad land deals, he went into debt. Reverend Cahill went back to Ireland.  

Meanwhile, Virginia laws stood in the way of the church taking ownership of the property, so it 

was placed in a trust with Richard Mc Sherry, Joseph Minghinni and Clement Pierce and their 

heirs as trustees. One stipulation was that there should always be a member of clergy on the land, 

and that any profits from it should go toward building or repairing a church on the land.   

The property stayed in a trust until 1922 when Plaintiffs Reverend D.J. O’Connell, 

Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church for the Diocese of Richmond, Reverend, A. Curran, 

Rector of the Parrish of Harpers Ferry, William Butlerand Samuel J. Hodges, members of the 

local church congregation successfully argued their case against W.E. Minghinni and the 
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unknown heirs of Richard McSherry, Clement Pierce, and Adam Livingston and all their 

unknown heirs. In 1921, Judge J.M Woods awarded the 34-acre property to plaintiffs Reverend 

D.J. O’Connell, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Church for the Diocese of Richmond, Reverend, 

A. Curran, Rector of the Parrish of Harpers Ferry, William Butlerand Samuel J. Hodges, 

members of the local church congregation.5   

A small chapel known as “All Soul's Chapel” was built on the property in 1923 (Brown 

64). In 1982, the core facility was completed with 32 guest rooms, a chapel, dining room, 

conference rooms and offices. It was named All Hallows Hall because it suggested Halloween 

when ghosts of the dead were supposed to return, but also because it reminded 

the congregation of the “will of good in their sanctification” (Brown & O’Reilly 72). Several 

other hermitage buildings were also built on the property. Over the years, the stories of clippings 

grew so much so that the town acquired several nicknames including Clip Town, Clip, and 

Wizard’s Clip. Town’s folks were known as Clippers. The term “Wizard” referenced the 

crescent moon and “Clip” the clippings.   

Today 

Since many accounts of the Livingston hauntings and Wizard’s Clip come from the 

writings of religious sources such as Gallitzin, the miraculous ability of the Catholic Church to 

banish the mysterious spirits may seem a bit convenient. Still, the legend itself continues be a 

prominent feature of the local culture with the retelling of the tale for over two hundred years. 

                                                           
5 J.M. Woods also acquitted Bill Blizzard of Treason in the Charles Town, WV courthouse.  

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=pD7SAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA165&lpg=PA165&dq=prince+demetrius+augustine+gallitzin&source=bl&ots=KfQui3ur4p&sig=b3AygTU3BM6ksXJw5Wr-9dGMviU&hl=en&sa=X&ei=NZ7pU5uKFY-IogSKqoKgCw&ved=0CBwQ6AEwADge#v=onepage&q=virginia&f=false
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The deeded land, home of the Priest Field Pastoral Center, still belongs to the church and is used 

as a retreat center. Father Gallitzin went on to become a prominent frontier missionary 

priest, and was known as, the “Apostle of the Alleghenies” (Cause for the Canonization). In 

2005, he attained the first step to sainthood by being designated a “Servant of God.” In 2013, 

Italian-based priest was designated as “Postulator for Gallitzin case” (Helenjaris). The Vatican is 

seeking more verification to canonize Gallitzin as a Roman Catholic saint (Cause for the 

Canonization). 

The town where the hauntings occurred, now known as Middleway, triangular historic 

markers bear a crescent moon and shears in opposite corners on several houses of the period to 

honor the legend. The story was included in an episode of a 2016 television series, The Ghosts of 

Shepherdstown. Every year, there is at least one retelling of the tale in a newspaper, book, or 

magazine (Griffin). There is even a screenplay about the hauntings and a movie in the works.   

Meanwhile, the controversy continues. Some believe the crescent moon is a symbol for 

the occult and is "used in the practice of obtaining material things through creative visualization 

(Nordheim). The Crest for Priestfield contains parts of the symbolism for the wheeling-

Charleston Dioses, but also contains three crescents and in Latin, the Jesuit motto for victory—

Caritas Omnia Vincit (A mother's love conquers all).  Nordheim claims the Jesuits are a militant 

organization, that their leader was an army general, and their goal is universal power to control 

the world, and as such, believes the Jesuits tricked Adam Livingston into turning over the land 

to them (3).  Interestingly, the church version of the story was re-released in 2010 as The Mystery 

of the Wizard Clip: Diabolical Activity, Priestly Intervention, and Conversions in Colonial 

America by Loreto Press (Brown). In 2001, it was titled The Mystery of Wizard Clip: 
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Supernatural Visitations in Old Virginia and their Remarkable Legacy when published by The 

Catholic Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  

A recent story was published by a woman who grew up in the house whose family 

members saw various “ghosts.”  She suggested that the house might rest on a vortex which 

would explain the many ghostly sighting, alluding to her version of Livingston being haunted by 

the “Catholic Pilgrim who died without Last Rites” (Bario 16).  Another explanation put forward 

by locals regarding the possible paranormal activity in the house is that the village was built on 

limestone which is recognized as an element associated with spirit activity as it acts as the 

mechanism for releasing residual energy which then re-plays events from the past; limestone also 

can act as sponge which stores energy which spirits can tap into to give them a ‘boost’ of 

energy” (Yohe). However, it may be the quartz in the limestone that emits or stores 

electromagnetic fields as it is piezoelectric, meaning that when pressure is added it emits an 

electrical charge, and when subjected to a current it vibrates (Hunnemann).  

Since ancient times water has had spiritual and metaphysical symbolism. The biblical 

story of Noah and the great flood shows water as a powerful destroyer, cleansing the Earth of the 

evil and disobedient. Water is also portrayed as a great giver of life in many beliefs and is 

considered sacred. The Ganges River in India for example is deemed sacred to Hindus. Many 

Hindus pilgrims bathe in the river to wash away sins and the faithful often spread ashes of 

the departed into the river, helping them reach nirvana. Christians rely on the spiritually healing 

waters of baptism for redemption, cleansing, renewal, and rebirth of the soul. Catholics employ 

the use of holy water for blessing themselves and their homes. Not only is the area of Priestfield 

situated along the Opequon which connects to Turkey run, but Turkey run spills into nearby 
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Lake Louise which is still recognized by locals as a “bottomless” lake. Many revere a bottomless 

lake for its spiritual powers and/or it is demons who reside there. Where two waterways 

intersect, as in the Opequon River and Turkey Run, high spiritual activity is said to be 

present (Joy). Turkey Run originates from a spring which meanders through Middleway  

connecting the Opequon and Lake Louise. Additionally, springs are considered highly significant 

and powerful energy vortexes (Rainbow Bridge).  

There are stories of vortexes in Sedona, Arizona and spaceships rising in and out of Lake 

Titicaca, Peru. So why can’t there be spirits haunting a house in Middleway, West Virginia? 

Couldn’t it be a simple coincidence that the Catholic Church wanted to expand in an area where 

they were not allowed to buy land. We may never know the truth of what happened in 

Smithfield, VA in 1796, but we do know that there is unrest, still. The fact that this legend 

continues to be researched and re-written proves there is a story waiting to be told, a voice 

waiting to be heard and a truth waiting to be revealed. For over two hundred years a version of 

this story has been passed around. The time was ripe for stories of witchcraft and sorcery as the 

country was just coming out of the days of the witch trials. Stories were told around the fireplace 

or campfire for entertainment and often details were recreated to suit the audience. Apparently, 

folktales of West Virginia had common themes and “[a]nyone that knows West Virginia folklore 

knows that the fate of travelers never ends up well. They are either murdered, fall ill or are 

robbed” (Best Virginian). A German from Lancaster would have been exposed to the traditions 

of braucheries and been more than willing to have the evil spirits cast out. News took a lot longer 

to reach the backcountry in 1796 and the people were much less educated than their northern 

brethren. Backcountry folk were certainly less educated than the wealthy priests who traveled 
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the Alleghenies accumulating land and wealth for the Catholic church. The Jesuits had been 

kicked out of their homeland and needed to expand in America. They were acquiring land and 

wealth and needed to add Virginia to their territory. The richest man in the country, who was 

also highly active politically, John Carroll, sent a Gallitzin to investigate strange occurrences in a 

land where Catholics were not welcome. So, with a desire to gather land, it was convenient to 

find a vulnerable man living on prime real estate.  Tradition would obligate Adam Livingston 

to donate land to the church for services rendered.   

The church acknowledged that a similar story occurred in literature, many years 

before. This was a story about which the priests would have been well versed, and it would have 

been convenient to resurrect it in the name of spreading God’s word and the church’s reach. The 

versions of the story based on the church’s explanation are slightly different from the rest. 

Their versions focus on the Catholic Church’s ability to rescue believers from evil and even 

purgatory and how the land was granted to them out of generosity. Clearly, the Catholic Church 

had an economic reason to argue for the veracity of the story. They not only would collect 

Livingston’s property, but they would convert fearful citizens for years to come by promising 

protection from sorcery and evil spirits. Much more land would be donated to the church, and 

Jesuits would have a new residence as a power center. Reverend Cahill not only performed the 

first exorcism in the new land, but he performed the first Catholic service in the Allegheny 

Region. He may have been a little overzealous in his crusade to convert. However, with all the 

fame and the free Livingston land, why did he return to Ireland? This detail is worth further 

exploration. Could he have been unwilling to continue the business of the church? Reverend 

Gallizen seemed to enjoy the luxuries of priesthood, so much so that he created masses of wealth 
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and land for himself in the region. Some would say he should have been rewarded for 

traveling to the new world to help desperate backcountry folks who had no one to pray for 

them or perform their masses.  

 Many still believe the church’s explanations, but there is no scientific or verifiable 

evidence suggesting the paranormal interpretation of these events is true. There are two 

important reasons why and how the tale has remained a part of the culture—location and 

greed. The story originated in the backcountry of Virginia, now West Virginia, which is now part 

of Appalachia where many of the people followed traditions as a way of life. Any child of 

a German immigrant at that time would have known about the folkways of the ancestors and the 

religious books, such as The Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses, which the German and Swiss 

brought with them to the new land as they sought religious freedom. These books described the 

very methods of casting out spells and demons that the Catholic Church suggested and practiced, 

leaving a vulnerable German susceptible to coercion. West Virginia has a history of isolation. 

The people have been taken advantage of repeatedly by outsiders: coal companies, land 

developers, mineral miners, and politicians. So, they would have been late to consider science 

and logic over religious dogma, superstitions, and magic. In some areas of West Virginia, people 

still rely on granny witches and folk remedies because of poor access to health care and 

education.   

Aside from the legend surviving naturally because it’s location, the church clearly 

benefitted by keeping it alive. The story allowed the church to gain the land initially, later to 

rally community support during the hearings after abandoning it for so many years, and now, to 

gain church members who would succumb to the allure and perceived power of the church to 
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cast out demons and save souls. These congregates are needed to make financial contributions to 

keep the church intact and continue the mission. A spokesperson for Priestfield made quite a 

revealing statement during a recent interview. She said, “No further ghost stories have developed 

around the land. But then again, it is never left the hands of the church either” (Grundhauser). 

So, it’s safe to assume, had the church lost the court case, we may have had a resurrection of the 

“Unknown Stranger.”  
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Appendix 1  

  

The Spirit of Jefferson Newspaper in Charles Town, WV  

Middleway's Wizard Clip is one of the most well documented ghost stories out there  

By Justin Griffin  

Oct 30, 2019   

  

The marker for the grave of the Unknown Stranger is shown at Priest Field in Middleway.  

Justin Griffin  

  

MIDDLEWAY — The story of Wizard Clip, at first glance, seems to be pretty simple.  

Adam Livingston, a farmer in Middleway, took in a traveling stranger in 1797 and during the 

night, the stranger fell ill and right before death, requested a Catholic priest to perform last rites. 

Livingston, a devout Lutheran, told the dying man there weren’t any Catholic priests nearby and 

even if there were, he’d never let them pass through his doorway.  
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The man died and soon thereafter, a haunting for the ages ensued. As the man’s body lay in the 

Livingston home, candles had to be continually lit as a neighbor kept watch over the body; they 

kept blowing out no matter where they were placed. Livingston didn’t think much of the 

situation and assumed there was a persistent draft in his house.  

It only got worse.  

Clothes in the house were clipped into shreds in the shape of a crescent. Horses could be heard 

trampling in the house. Burning logs would fly out of the fireplace and into the family’s 

beds. All of their bedding was set aflame. Livestock died for no apparent reason. Livingston’s 

barn burned down. He found all his chickens with their heads cut off. His crockery was thrown 

on the ground and smashed.  

The mischief at the Livingston household continued for months. But one night in a dream, a 

voice told Livingston that a man in a white robe would offer him relief. While in Shepherdstown 

on business, Livingston told the story of his dream to some folks, asking who might wear a white 

robe. The people referred him to a Catholic family in town, the McSherry's, who in turn, referred 

Livingston to their priest, Father Dennis Cahill. The priest subsequently visited the Livingston 

home, performed a few rituals, sprinkled some holy water and the haunting stopped.  

As a result, Livingston converted to Catholicism and deeded 35 acres — the same part of his 

land where all of this mischief happened — to Cahill for ‘services rendered,’ before moving back 

to Pennsylvania in 1802 to be closer to his sons and daughters who had relocated there earlier.  

It is a neat story and a neat ending with a bow on top, right? Not quite.  

Jon Erik Gilot, the director for Archives and Records in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, 

said Wizard Clip is not like most ghost stories.  
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Said Gilot: “As far as ghost stories go, most of them are related by oral tradition. They are passed 

down from one person to another and they might eventually get written down but most ghost 

stories have their roots in oral tradition.”  

That’s not the case with The Wizard Clip, said Gilot, who gave a presentation entitled “West 

Virginia’s Oldest Ghost Story” at the West Virginia Archives and History a few years ago. In it, 

he explained the documented history of the haunting.  

“It’s likely one of the most well-documented early American ghost stories out there,” Gilot said. 

“It’s definitely the most well-documented I’ve come across. These were real events happening to 

real people at real places, all of which we can trace through historical civil and church records.”  

All about Livingston  

Adam Livingston was a man of German roots. Born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania in 1739, 

he was the oldest of 10 children. His original name was John Adam Leibenstein. But, by the 

1770s, he’d Anglicized his name to Adam Livingston.  

In 1771, Livingston’s father died and bequeathed to him 350 acres of land next to Smithfield, 

Virginia. A few decades later, the village changed its name to Middleway in order to avoid being 

confused with another, more well-established town in the Tidewater region of Virginia.  

As of 1790, Livingston was still living in York County, Pennsylvania. He was married and had 

six kids, along with four slaves.  

“Things started to go bad for the Livingstons,” Gilot said. “Some of Adam’s livestock died, 

others disappeared. His crops failed. Things turned up broken around the house. The kind of stuff 

we might chalk up to bad luck today.”  

Between 1791 and 1794, Livingston moved his family to Middleway.  
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“It was likely that he was looking for a new start and wanted to get away from his troubles in 

Pennsylvania,” Gilot said. “He was hoping his bad luck wouldn’t follow him. Unfortunately, it 

did.”  

By 1797, the time of the visit from the unknown stranger who died in the night, Livingston 

had established his new homestead in Middleway.  

Gilot said the part of the story about the visitor is flimsy.  

“He died without Adam knowing his name,” Gilot said. “And that’s where I take some issue with 

part of the story. So, Adam stayed up with this man and sat with him through his final hours and 

he never learned the guy’s name. I don’t know. I don’t believe it.”  

But, aside from that detail, there were quite a few stories that could be confirmed.  

Tales of mischief  

A few weeks after the haunting began, Livingston started looking to the Bible for answers. He 

traveled to nearby Winchester, Virginia to enlist the help of priests of the Lutheran, Methodist 

and Episcopalian faiths. In the end, none were helpful.  

Gilot found the account of an Episcopal priest from Winchester, Alexander Baughman, who 

visited the Livingstons at the height of the haunting.  

“Baughman came to the house and attempted an exorcism only to find his prayer book 

disappeared and was found in another room and I quote ‘in place which indicated no great 

respect for our admirable liturgy on the part of the ghost.’”  

“Where do you think that would be?” Gilot quipped. “Probably the chamber pot.”  

There’s also an account of a woman from Martinsburg who visited the homestead and upon 

entering the house, wrapped her hat into a handkerchief to keep the ghost from cutting her hat 
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into slivers. Her visit was uneventful. But when she went to retrieve her hat from the 

handkerchief, she found it had been clipped into shreds.  

After Cahill’s initial visit to the Livingston farm in 1797, things quieted down for a few days, but 

then it all started back up. Father Cahill came back out again and this time celebrated Mass in the 

house and instructed the family in the Catholic faith — but after another period of peace the 

destruction began once again.  

The McSherry family, who lived in Shepherdstown, became close with the Livingstons and one 

night in Shepherdstown, a cradle that contained their son, William, started rocking 

violently by unseen hands. William grew up to become a Provincial of the Society of Jesus. 

That particular cradle is part of the archives and special collection at Georgetown University.  

Cahill, who was assigned to the Diocese of Baltimore, shared his story about the strange 

happenings at the Livingston Farm with Bishop John Carroll. Eventually, Carroll decided to send 

a priest to Middleway to investigate these occurrences.  

The right man for the job  

Carroll wanted answers and he wanted someone who was preferably a skeptic running the 

investigation of the Livingston homestead. These qualities and the fact that his native tongue was 

German made Father Demetrius Gallitzin a perfect fit. Being from Lancaster, the 

Livingstons likely spoke Pennsylvania Dutch, an offshoot of the German language.  

Gallitzin was educated by the most learned men of Europe. His father, Prince 

Dimitri Alexievich, was the Russian Ambassador to the Netherlands and an intimate friend of 

Voltaire. His mother was a Prussian countess. Gallitzin was also the first priest to be ordained in 

colonial America.  
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In the fall of 1797, Gallitzin moved in with the Livingstons for three months. After arriving, he 

became convinced that something supernatural was occurring on the farm, but sought out 

whether it was an infestation or if it was a possession. An infestation would mean that it’s the 

house, the things or the land infested with spirits. A possession would mean it’s a person. 

Gallitzin believed it to be an infestation.  

Gallitzin, with the help of Cahill, performed an exorcism and at last, the problems stopped. 

Gallitzin wrote a detailed report of what he observed. He submitted it to his superiors, which 

everyone read and passed around – and of course, lost.  

But, in 1839, at the request of McSherry’s daughter, Gallitzin wrote a letter where he spoke of 

the haunting at the Livingston farm.  

“My view in coming to Virginia and remaining there three months was to investigate those 

extraordinary facts at Livingston’s, of which I had heard so much ... and which I could not 

prevail upon myself to believe; but I was soon converted to a full belief of them. No lawyer in a 

court of justice did ever examine or cross-examine witnesses more strictly than I did all those I 

could procure.”  

Gallitzin was a footnote in the story of Wizard Clip, but would go on to forge his own story. 

After leaving the Diocese of Baltimore in 1799, he spent the majority of the next four decades in 

the wilds of Pennsylvania, where he served as a priest for an area that spanned 150 miles.  

Later on in life he was known as the Apostle of the Alleghenies, where he worked tirelessly to 

build a Catholic mission, which he named Loreto, and is still in Pennsylvania today. For his 

efforts, Gallitzin, has been a candidate for sainthood since 2005.  
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 No one with the church or otherwise has attempted to see if the site is actually a grave and if you 

ask Gilot or anyone at Priest Field whether the unknown stranger is actually buried in that spot, 

their answer isn’t ‘yes.’ But it Something that impressed Gallitzin about the Livingston 

household was that for being Lutherans, the Livingstons knew a great deal about the Catholic 

faith. There weren’t any priests or any other Catholics in the area. Cahill had quite a large area to 

cover and only came around sparingly.  

One of the side stories about Wizard Clip was a disembodied voice that talked to the Livingstons 

and foretold events to them. It instructed them in the Catholic faith and would even call them to 

prayer, sometimes for hours at a time.  

The voice predicted that the Livingstons’ land would become “a great place of prayer, fasting 

and praise. It later became Priest Field Pastoral Center. The voice told Adam’s wife, Mary Ann, 

who remained a devout Lutheran and often defied the voice, that she would die in her own 

house, which, she did.  

But before Mary Ann died in 1798, she was blamed by a local newspaper, the Potomak 

Guardian, for all of the mischief at the farm. The publication even went as far as to accuse her of 

either causing the infestation, being the voice or even the ghost itself.  

The Guardian said that Mary Ann “with the assistance of some other knavish hussies of the 

neighborhood, is the ghost herself and has played on the poor old man, her husband.”  

Mary Ann responded:  

“The trouble still remains in the Livingston family despite any priestly arts,” She wrote in a letter 

to the editor, “Whatever it is, it is wonderful and unaccountable to the most penetrating mind … 

What’s most unhappy for me is ‘it’ aided by priest craft has been the means of secluding me 
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from business of my family, the embrace of an affectionate husband and has fixed me as an 

object of public contempt.”  

Priest Field and its legacy  

A few years after his wife’s death, Livingston sold his property in Virginia and deeded 35 acres 

to Father Cahill as a proof of his esteem for the man and Catholicism. He knew that Cahill lived 

in Hagerstown and likely couldn’t use the land, so he appointed several trustees to care for the 

property. A condition was that in the event that Cahill or his successors couldn’t use the land, it 

should be rented and the proceeds should be put toward building or the upkeep of a chapel on the 

land. The land became known as the ‘Priest’s Lot” or “The Clip.”  

The story of the haunting at the Livingston farm left a lasting mark on Priest Field. Some area 

Catholics regarded it as holy land and wanted to be buried there, and they very well may have 

been, as Gilot pointed out. He said there are a couple of areas on the 35-acre plot that might 

include cemeteries. But he was quick to add the proof that most people would look for 

concerning a graveyard, headstones, etc. were all gone.  

Even by 1864, when renowned journalist and sketch artist James E Taylor had found the farm, 

little remained of it. He sketched the dried-up spring where the Livingstons got their drinking 

water and the cellar of the house that had been haunted a mere 65 years earlier. Taylor noted that 

the foundation stones from the house and any head stones were all gone by that point, taken by 

farmers who wanted to use them for the foundations to their homes — and by curiosity seekers.  

Taylor was relieved to be done sketching the property, as he had been contracted to do by John 

Gilmary Shea, who wrote “The History of the Catholic Church in The United States,” in the late 

1800s.  
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“With my commission of Dr. Shea accomplished, I felt like I’d been freed of a heavy load at that 

blasted farm where brooding silence reigned,” Taylor said.  

The land was ignored until the 1920s when the heirs of the original trustees decided they wanted 

to keep the land for themselves. Clergy were not being allowed to live on the property and the 

rent from it was not making its way back to the Diocese of Richmond, which at the time, was the 

legal owner of the property.  

In 1922, the Virginia courts settled the case between the Diocese of Richmond and the heirs of 

the original trustees. The court ruled that the land was in fact the property of the Diocese of 

Richmond.  

The next year, more than 120 years after Livingston left ‘The Clip,’ the church built a chapel on 

the land, All Souls Chapel.  

In 1974, the land which had remained unused and largely forgotten switched ownership. The 

Diocese of Richmond traded the Eastern Panhandle to the Diocese of Charleston and Wheeling 

for a few counties in southern West Virginia.  

In 1978, construction of Priest Field, a pastoral retreat center, began on the property as part of 

four pastoral centers in the state of West Virginia. To this day, the center remains busy hosting 

support, service, and religious groups, regardless of denomination, from all over the region.  

The history of the land is ever present, as a marker honoring Livingston has been erected with a 

wooden statue. And there’s also a grave marker for the unknown stranger that visited Livingston 

on that fateful night 222 years ago.  

Gilot said that the grave marker was already on the property when construction began.  
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Appendix 2  

THE MYSTERY OF THE WIZARD CLIP  

Mystery of the Wizard Clip (olrl.org)  

  

BEGONE SATAN!  

"One of the most wonderful manifestations of God's benevolence during the struggles of the 

primitive Church in these United States" – such is the impressive estimate of the learned Jesuit 

scholar, Father Joseph M. Finotti, concerning the extraordinary but little-known spiritual drama 

which took place some 200 years ago near Martinsburg, West Virginia.   

And in fact, in the year 1797, on a farm near the present Middleway, Jefferson County, West 

Virginia, a Lutheran family was saved from diabolical persecutions by a Catholic priest and then 

instructed in the Catholic religion by a mysterious, invisible Voice from the other world, that 

continued for seventeen years to enlighten, guide, and inspire these former Protestants and 

their Catholic friends to live as fervent and model Christians. Frequently during those years, this 

mystic Voice, whose "influence was always beneficial," communicated timely warnings, 

prophecies, and messages of charity and mercy for many persons, which resulted in numerous 

conversions.  

That such seemingly miraculous phenomena did actually take place has never been questioned 

by serious historians. According to the scholarly Professor P. J. Mahon, in his Trials and 

http://olrl.org/stories/wizclip.shtml
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Triumphs of the Catholic Church in America (Chicago, 1907), "no facts are better substantiated." 

Non-Catholic authorities also confirm the truth of the events. In 1904, an article in The West 

Virginia Historical Magazine admitted, "the people there had no doubt of the facts related." And 

as recently as 1941, the West Virginia guidebook of the American Guide Series compiled by the 

Writers' Program of the Works Project Administration gave nearly a whole page to an objective 

account of the locally famous Mystery of the Wizard Clip.  

We shall now narrate the principal incidents of this fascinating and significant chapter in the 

early history of the Catholic Church in the United States; in the same words, for the most part, as 

they are recorded by eyewitnesses and by the children of eyewitnesses in Father J. M. Finotti's 

valuable collection of documents entitled The Mystery of the Wizard Clip (Baltimore, 1879, 

143p.). Holy Scripture teaches us "it is honorable to reveal and confess the works of God" 

(Tobias 12:7). And it is our hope and prayer that many American Catholics – and non-Catholics 

too – may come to share Father Finotti's conviction that this stirring historical narrative "draws 

our heart near to God; it teaches lessons of supernatural wisdom; the Finger of God is Here! ... 

Herein lies the beauty of the story."  

Adam Livingston was an honest and industrious Lutheran who owned considerable property in 

York County, Pennsylvania. Due to mysterious causes, however, his property began to diminish 

in various ways: his barn burned down, and his horses and cattle died. As these losses continued, 

Livingston and his family decided to move. Early in the seventeen nineties, therefore, with his 

second wife and several children, he left Pennsylvania and migrated to the lower end of the 

lovely Shenandoah Valley, where he settled on a large estate of the triangle formed by 

Charlestown, Martinsburg, and Winchester, all of which were then in the state of Virginia.  
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But there too the same mysterious forces continued to afflict the Livingston household. There too 

the cattle and horses died. Now the very house in which Adam and his wife and children lived 

seemed to have become haunted: at night, they were kept awake by weird noises, such as loud 

knocks and rumblings as of galloping horses and wagons. But even in daylight, their 

furniture would be suddenly banged about and their crockery smashed onto the floor by invisible 

hands. Chunks of fire rolled out of the beds across the rooms. At times, the heads and legs of 

chickens and geese were seen to drop off suddenly. But by far the most sensational of these 

devilish afflictions was the strange persistent clipping and cutting that attacked almost every 

piece of cloth and leather on the Livingston estate. Sheets, table clothes, shirts, dresses, suits and 

even leather boots and saddles, whether in use or locked up in closets, were skillfully slit and 

clipped into crescent-shaped strips by invisible shears! The noise of the scissors clipping merrily 

away was distinctly heard on many occasions by members of the family.  

One old woman in Martinsburg, wishing to satisfy her curiosity, went to visit the Livingstons, 

but before entering the haunted house, she carefully took off her new silk hat and wrapped it in 

her large handkerchief, to save it from being clipped. Upon leaving, however, she found her new 

hat cut into small ribbons! Poor old Mr. Livingston's mental torture was acute and he turned to 

the Bible for help against these attacks, which were clearly diabolical. As Father Gallitzin later 

wrote, "the good old man reading in his Bible that Christ had given to His minister's power over 

evil spirits, started from his home to Winchester in Virginia, and having, with tears in his eyes, 

related to his minister the history of his distress, losses, and sufferings, begged of him to come to 

his house and to exercise in his favor the power he had received from Jesus Christ. 

The parson candidly confessed that he had no such power. The good man. . .therefore rationally 
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concluded that Parson S ____ could not be a minister of Christ ...and applied to other persons 

calling themselves ministers of Christ, some of whom promised relief. They came, prayed and 

read; but they prayed and read in vain..."  

As a result of so many disappointments, Mr. Livingston almost came to the conclusion that 

Christ no longer had any true ministers on earth. So, in desperation he turned to some local 

conjurers or magicians, one of whom promised to banish the evil spirit if paid a good sum 

in advance, but refused the job when the shrewd old farmer offered to pay him double that 

amount – after he succeeded! Three others came very confidently from Winchester, but took to 

their heels when they saw a large stone whirl around the living room without any support for 

fifteen minutes!  

Then one night, Mr. Livingston had a strange dream. He saw a beautiful church and in it a 

"minister dressed in peculiar robes" and he heard a voice say to him, "That is the man who can 

relieve you." He decided to search that same morning for the minister dressed in robes. He was 

directed to the estate of a distinguished Catholic family named McSherry. Late that evening Mrs. 

McSherry saw Mr. Livingston, whose farm was about four miles away, coming toward her house 

and she met him at the gate. When he asked to see the priest, she told him there was no priest 

there then, but that one would "hold church" at a home in Shepherdstown the following Sunday 

morning.  

On the next Sunday, the McSherry's met Mr. Livingston in the Catholic home in Shepherdstown. 

As soon as the priest, Father Dennis Cahill of Hagerstown, appeared at the altar vested for Mass, 

the old Lutheran farmer suddenly burst into tears and exclaimed, "That is the very man I saw in 

my dream – he is the one who will relieve me!" When the Mass was over, going right to the 
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priest, he poured out his sad story and earnestly begged him for help. After much persuasion, Fr. 

Cahill agreed to visit the haunted house. The priest questioned the whole Livingston family, but 

they all told him exactly the same story. He therefore consented to say some prayers and to 

sprinkle the house with Holy Water. And as he was leaving, a sum of money that had lately 

vanished mysteriously from the farmer's locked chest was suddenly laid by invisible hands on 

the doorsill between the priest's feet!  

Now the Livingston home became quiet for several days. But soon the weird noises and dreaded 

clipping started again. So, Father Cahill came a second time and celebrated Holy Mass in the 

house, after which the various disturbances ceased – for good! The old Lutheran farmer was so 

deeply grateful for having obtained the relief that had been promised him, that 

he thereupon decided to accept the Catholic religion with all his family.  

It was at this time, in the fall of the year 1797, that a very remarkable young priest was sent by 

his superiors to investigate these strange happenings at Clip town: the 27-year-old Father 

Demetrius A. "Smith", who was born Prince "Mitri" Gallitzin, the son of a German countess and 

a Russian prince-ambassador of the Empress Catherine the Great. Later, during his forty years of 

holy and heroic service to God at Loretto, Pa., he was to become famous as the great "Apostle of 

the Alleghenies." Here is his testimony: "My view in coming to Virginia and remaining there 

three months was to investigate those extraordinary facts at Livingston's, of which I had heard so 

much ... and which I could not prevail upon myself to believe; but I was soon converted to a full 

belief of them. No lawyer in a court of justice did ever examine or cross-examine witnesses more 

strictly than I did all those I could procure." Through the divine power of the True Church of 

Christ, the evil spirits were banished and, in their place, appeared a Spirit of Light and Truth 
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whose inspiring spiritual guidance brought about profound changes for the good in the lives of 

the Livingstons, the McSherry's and their neighbors.  

One evening, after he had been a Catholic for several weeks, Mr. Livingston perceived a 

dazzling light in one corner of his room and in an instant the whole house became filled with 

almost blinding light. And then the old man began to hear a mysterious Voice, which instructed 

him in the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Eucharist. Often the Voice would come and exclaim, 

"I want prayers" It would awaken Mr. and Mrs. Livingston at night and tell them to pray hard for 

perseverance and for sinners. Sometimes it made them pray for three hours; they admitted that it 

did not seem to be more than a few minutes. And it would suddenly summon the whole family in 

the evenings with these words: "Come-take your seats!" And then it would instruct them very 

thoroughly in the various dogmas of the Catholic religion.  

It emphasized that although they could not see the person who was speaking to them, they should 

always obey the visible voice, which was the priest. Some of the young children are reported to 

have seen the author of the Voice. It revealed to Mr. Livingston that it had once been in the flesh 

as he was, and that if he persevered, he would know who it was before his death. But he must 

have taken the secret to the grave when he died in 1820. The Voice, having sung three times, 

very beautifully in Latin and in English the Livingstons naturally thought that their mysterious 

visitor had perhaps been a priest. And indeed, during the next seventeen years the Voice acted as 

a wise but strict spiritual director for the Livingston and McSherry families.  

Whenever it came – sometimes accompanied by the bright light, it would say, " In the Name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, three great Names! None greater on earth! 

None greater in Heaven!" Once it ordered the Livingstons to keep a forty days' fast with three 
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hours of prayer each day. It also commanded them to keep March 4th each year as a special holy 

day, in thanksgiving for their conversion. And it was on that day, at the end of the forty days' 

fast, that Mr. Livingston heard it sing so beautifully, as also on one All Souls Day. It said the 

souls in Purgatory were much rejoiced on the day of All Souls on which the whole world was 

praying for them.  

Every night the Voice would join the family in their prayers, saying the Rosary with them and 

instructing them how to pray well. It also explained the Mass to them and stated that "One Mass 

was more acceptable to Almighty God than all the sighs and tears of the whole world put 

together, for it was God, a pure God, offered up to God." It stressed what a blessing it is for us to 

have the merciful Mother of God as our Advocate and that she has great power on behalf of poor 

sinners. And because Mrs. Livingston, who had been a Presbyterian, was somewhat stubborn 

about honoring the Blessed Virgin, the Voice insisted that in the second part of the Hail Mary 

they say, "Holy, Holy, Holy Mary, Mother of God..."  

Once when one of the Livingston girls went to confession and failed to mention a certain sin 

through shame, the Voice not only told the whole family that she had not mentioned it, 

but reminded her of it and pressed her to confess it as soon as possible.  

When Mr. Livingston's son Henry came of age, he refused to do the reaping unless his father 

paid him regular harvest wages. But very soon he was taken with a pain in his knee, which 

became so swollen and infected that he was confined to bed for eighteen months. After he had 

suffered that length of time, the Voice announced that "he had satisfied the Justice of God for his 

disobedience and disrespect to his father," and the young man was healed. He must have taken 

this severe lesson to heart, for it is recorded that he too lived a very holy life henceforth. On the 
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other hand, Father Gallitzin wrote that some of the other Livingston children, "I believe they care 

very little for the Church."  

It was particularly for the souls suffering in Purgatory that the Voice urged the Livingstons 

and McSherry's to pray, promising them that these souls, when delivered, would intercede for 

them at the throne of Almighty God. It told Mr. Livingston that every prayer they said for the 

poor souls was like a fresh plaster on a sore wound. And it gave them several unforgettable 

examples of the sufferings of Purgatory.  

One day when Mr. Livingston was working in the fields with his sons, all of a sudden, he 

was apparently taken ill, for they saw him turn deathly pale and double up. As they helped him to 

walk home, he explained that he had just heard a soul in Purgatory screaming for help. And later 

he often said that he could never forget that shriek – it had been so dreadful!  

One night the Voice made the Livingstons get up three times to pray for a certain soul in 

Purgatory. And when one of the girls began to think that after all the souls could have saved 

themselves and they deserved their pains and anyhow the whole thing was exaggerated, suddenly 

they all heard a voice shrieking: "Help! Help!" When asked what kind of help was needed it 

replied, "Prayers – for we are in excruciating torments. Hand me something – and you will be 

convinced!" And as soon as a shirt was held up, a whole human hand was burned into it, leaving 

the spaces between the fingers not scorched. The entire family saw both the flame and the hand. 

On another occasion, the letters IHS were cleanly burned in deep red colors on a vest. These 

supernaturally marked objects, as well as some of the clipped cloth, were kept and seen by 

many persons for over thirty years, although unfortunately they were all eventually lost or 

destroyed.  
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The Voice often spoke of the grave troubles that were hanging over the world, and it told Mr. 

Livingston to inform Mrs. McSherry "she would not live to see it, but her children would – war, 

pestilence and famine!" It added that those of the family who would remain faithful to God 

would not suffer from these scourges and that they would know when they were in God's favor. 

And as a matter of fact, during the Civil War, none of the eight sons and daughters received the 

slightest injury, except for one son who died from overexertion in his work in a military 

hospital.  

Mrs. McSherry asked where the soul of her former confessor was, expecting to hear that he was 

long since in Heaven, as he had been a very holy priest who had died seventeen years before. 

The Voice replied, "Father F____ is still detained in the scorching flames of Purgatory, on 

account of some carelessness in the management of some property of orphans he had charge of. 

He trusted it to someone else, and did not see to it that it was properly attended to."  

Early one morning Mr. Livingston went over to the McSherry estate and told Mrs. McSherry that 

the Voice had just informed him that her sister, Mrs. Mary Spalding, had died at midnight in 

Baltimore, that she was in Purgatory "for over-indulgence to her children," and that Masses 

should be offered for her soul. Several days later, a letter arrived from Baltimore announcing the 

death of Mrs. Spalding at the very hour mentioned by the Voice. Mrs. McSherry had eighty 

Masses said for her sister. And one day when she was walking to the Livingston's with her 

husband, the gates were all opened for them to pass through, without anyone touching them. The 

Voice explained, "Mrs. Mary Spalding had opened them." Mrs. McSherry had a brother at 

Georgetown College studying for the priesthood. Through Mr. Livingston, the Voice informed 

her that her brother had become a blasphemer, who openly stated that he did not believe in the 
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Real Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament nor the power to priests to forgive sins. The 

Voice added that if he died in that state of mind, he would open his eyes in the raging flames 

below among the damned. The Voice commanded his brothers and sisters to go to him, fall upon 

their knees and say to him, "In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 

why will you not believe that there is a God and that nothing is difficult or impossible to Him. It 

is as easy for Him to give us His Precious Body and Blood as to give us a cup of cold water." But 

he did not return to God and, as the Voice foretold, he died in his sins. He was thrown from a 

horse and died of a broken neck. This sad event occurred in Kentucky.  

The mystic Voice from the other world always placed just as much stress upon living a true 

Christian life as upon praying for the souls in Purgatory. It strongly recommended hospitality 

and it often severely warned the Livingstons and the McSherry's against the vanities of the world 

and especially against fashions. It urged the wealthy McSherry's to set aside all pride and vanity 

and to humble themselves to the earth as though they were sackcloth and ashes. It informed them 

that some of their relatives who had been long detained in Purgatory because of 

their worldliness, very much lamented their children being so worldly and so full of worldly 

grandeur. It claimed that ruffles and fringes, flounces and tuckers and "modesty pieces" (Lace 

worn over the bosom) were all inventions of Satan. Our Lord had come meek and lowly, it 

asserted, and so how could we, sinful worms of the earth, deck and adorn our sinful bodies? It 

declared that thousands of persons were burning in hell forever because of grievous sins that had 

resulted from their wishing to follow the fashions of the world. Once when three McSherry girls 

were fitting on some new dresses and admiring themselves, the large mirror before which they 

were standing was suddenly shattered into hundreds of tiny pieces! In this connection, it is 
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certainly significant that Father Gallitzin, who was intimately acquainted with the teachings of 

the Voice, always strongly opposed any ostentation in his parishioners, especially in the dress of 

the women at church and he frequently preached against such display.  

On one occasion, when Mr. Livingston's family assembled in one room, they saw a man in the 

midst of them and supposing him to be a beggar, as he was poorly dressed and barefooted, the 

day being cold, Mr. Livingston offered him clothes and shoes, which he accepted but said they 

were not needed where he came from. He tarried for some time, instructing them in the Christian 

doctrine and talking to them. He told them; "Luther and Calvin were in Hell and every soul that 

was lost through their fault added to their torments." When he left the house, Mr. Livingston 

thought to watch him, to see where he went, as they had not seen him when he came in; they saw 

him go out by the front part of the house and then disappear.  

As was only to be expected, these extraordinary events and revelations resulted in the conversion 

of many friends and relatives of the two favored families. In fact, during one winter fourteen 

persons are known to have joined the Catholic Church in the region around "Priest's Place," as 

the Livingston property now came to be called. And the Catholics nearby of Maryland and 

Virginia were inspired to lead better lives, particularly when they saw that the Livingstons and 

the McSherry's, under the guidance of the mystic Voice, had become ardent lay-apostles of 

Christ. Mr. Livingston, before his conversion, bore his losses very impatiently, but after his 

conversion, he never complained.  

In January 1800, when the Protestant wife of the somewhat lax Catholic, Mr. Joseph Minghini, 

fell dangerously ill, at the bidding of the Voice Mrs. McSherry visited and consoled her. After 

they had repeated an Act of Contrition together, the dying woman seemed to be truly penitent 
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and ready to see a priest. But her husband protested that she had her own preachers and that there 

was no priest within forty miles. Finally, however, as the Voice had urged and predicted, Father 

Gallitzin was summoned and he received Mrs. Minghini into the Church. The Voice had also 

specified that the messenger would meet both Father Cahill and Father Gallitzin, but that the 

latter was the one intended for the woman, "as being of a milder nature." A few weeks later, in a 

letter to Bishop Carroll, Father Gallitzin described the conversion as "miraculous". When Mrs. 

McSherry returned home, she dreamed that she saw a little child strike a great rock with a stick, 

whereupon the stone crumbled to dust. The next morning the Voice informed her through the 

Livingstons that Mrs. Minghini had died during the night and that her sins had crumbled away, 

like the rock, as a result of her sincere contrition and the priest's absolution.  

Another striking incident, however, served as a vivid warning against waiting for a deathbed 

conversion. The Protestant wife of a Catholic man in Winchester being near death and having 

finally asked for a priest, a messenger was sent to the McSherry's estate and found the priest 

there. But when they searched for the priest's horse, Old Bull, in a small nearby field called 

Spring Pasture, where it had been seen only a few moments before, no one could find the horse! 

After considerable searching and delay, one of Mr. McSherry's horses was saddled and the priest 

left. Soon afterwards Old Bull was heard neighing and was found in the middle of Spring Pasture 

to the utter amazement of the thirty persons who had just searched for him in vain. Then Mr. 

Livingston was told by the Voice that the horse had been there all the time. That it had been 

made invisible, because the woman put off her conversion until the last moment, that she had 

died before the priest could reach her – as was subsequently confirmed – and that Almighty God 

had permitted this as a warning to the living not to depend on a death-bed repentance. The Voice 
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frequently advised the Livingstons to pray for perseverance and that there was but one Church 

out of which there was no salvation.  

One night, in hard rain, a stranger came to Mr. McSherry and asked for a night's lodging. It was 

most convenient for Mrs. McSherry to put him in the room where the Priest usually slept and 

where the Church vestments, etc. were kept. They both knew him to be a Methodist Preacher. 

After retiring, Mr. & Mrs. McSherry heard someone walking briskly about in that room, 

somewhat like one heavily booted. They were kept awake the whole night and much disturbed. 

In the morning, they asked the stranger whether he had not been sick during the night; but he 

replied, no, he had slept very well. Mr. Livingston meantime, came and told them they had had 

an unpleasant night, being kept awake. The Voice had told him to tell them; "God had permitted 

them to be disturbed to punish them for harboring him in a place where sacred things were kept – 

a minister of the devil."  

In August 1804, Mr. McSherry nearly died of a severe illness. Having had some unpleasant 

difference with Father Cahill, he had not been to confession and communion for some time. But 

now the Voice told Mr. Livingston to go to Mr. McSherry and "his dear helpmate," as it always 

called his wife (according to Father Gallitzin), and to tell them that Mr. McSherry "should 

humble himself and go to confession, and touch Christ through the Church and he would be 

cured." The apparently dying man immediately sent for Father Cahill and that same night, which 

his family thought would be his last, he made his confession, received Holy Communion, made 

his thanksgiving, and then fell into a peaceful sleep. The next morning, he was up before anyone 

else and when his family saw him walking around the house, some of them at first thought he 
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was a ghost. Actually, though still pale and emaciated, he was completely cured. And he lived 

until September 7, 1822.  

Mr. Livingston's second wife, despite the fact that she heard the Voice more frequently than 

anyone, was never sincerely converted. She herself used to say that she was the Judas of the 

family, and she constantly tried to falsify whatever the Voice said. One Thursday evening when 

some meat-soup was left after dinner, she decided to serve it on Friday and she therefore locked 

it in the cellar. But the next morning she found the pot in which she had left the soup filled 

with exactly the same quantity of clear water! And the Voice told her that it had done it for "it 

was more proper to take water than to violate the rules of the Church!" Mrs. Livingston herself 

told Mrs. McSherry the whole occurrence. She also stated that the Voice had said, "If she would 

not submit to the rules of the Roman Catholic Church, she would open her eyes in Hell." The 

Voice also prophesied that she would die in her own home and room, and so when she 

became ill, she deliberately left the house, in order to prove the Voice wrong, and went to live 

with a Quaker family, whose daughter happened to be dying. This girl told Mrs. Livingston that 

she wanted some spiritual help but did not know just what it was she needed. The Voice 

informed Mrs. Livingston that it was Baptism and urged her to arrange for it. After the girl died 

without being baptized, the Voice told Mrs. Livingston that this would appear against her on 

Judgment Day. And when she was near death, she was obliged by circumstances to beg to be 

taken home, where she died in her own room, just as the Voice had foretold. Everything that the 

Voice predicted happened accordingly.  

One of the Livingston girls, Eve, became a very saintly woman. However, once after joining the 

Catholic Church, she went to a Protestant meeting and while there, she was moved to tears at the 
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sight of so many persons who did not know anything of the True Church. But the Voice reproved 

her for going to the meeting, saying that she "had committed a great sin, as the people thought 

she was affected by what she heard – they did not know her thoughts." Eve Livingston spent 

much of her time with the devout old Mrs. McSherry, and after she died "in the odor of sanctity," 

the Voice declared, "Her soul did not even pass-through Purgatory."  

Mrs. McSherry, "the dear helpmate," had at least two remarkable mystical experiences. One day 

she was frightened at seeing a cradle containing her infant son William being rocked violently 

without anyone touching it. Later the Voice told her through Mr. Livingston, "it was the Devil 

who was trying to destroy the child, knowing that he would one day be his enemy." And in fact, 

that child became the Very Reverend William McSherry, one of the Provincials of the Society of 

Jesus in the United States.  

One Sunday Mrs. McSherry stayed home with a sick child while the rest of the family went to 

Church. As she was praying for her child in an upstairs room, she suddenly saw a beautiful 

person standing before her in a light cloud, with one hand up and the other down, and a nail 

running through each hand, who said to her: "Whatsoever you do for one of My little ones, you 

do it for Me." She told no one about this marvelous vision, until the priest informed her that the 

Voice had described it to Mr. Livingston.  

One night the good old farmer and his daughter Charlotte were sitting together. The Voice spoke 

from a bright light in a corner of the room and told the girl that the Devil had been trying to 

tempt her all day and would have succeeded, if she had not been holding in her arms all the time 

a neighbor's baby; "the innocence of the babe had protected her."  
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Of course, in those times as today many persons refused to believe what they heard about these 

supernatural events. Once when Mr. Livingston wanted to warn some acquaintances about their 

way of living, the Voice said, "No – they are like Dives: if they will not hear the Church, they 

will not hear a voice from the dead." However, soon after his conversion, the former Lutheran 

went to Baltimore to see Bishop Carroll and the wise and cautious old "Founding Father" of the 

Catholic Church in the United States, after a thorough examination, declared he thought the man 

had received his knowledge from above. Nevertheless, the Voice warned Mr. Livingston that 

many people would not believe these things, that even some priests would laugh and not believe 

and that when he saw this, he should not try to convince them.  

Mr. Livingston seems to have become especially devoted to Father Gallitzin, whom he visited at 

Conewago near Gettysburg only a year or two after joining the Catholic Church. He is known to 

have walked there and back, and the Voice told him "That it had been with him the whole way." 

It is also said, though without conclusive evidence, that through Mr. Livingston the 

Voice disclosed to Father Gallitzin some of his future sufferings and advised him how to bear 

them. In any case it is a significant fact that, according to Father Gallitzin, "Mr. Livingston 

removed from Virginia to Bedford County, Pennsylvania, about twenty miles from here 

(Loretta), where he died in the spring of 1820. I had Mass at his house repeatedly. He continued, 

to the last, very attentive to his duties, but did not receive the rites of the Church in his last 

sickness, which carried him off too quick to afford any chance of sending for a priest."  

Let us end our story with this wise advice from Father Joseph M. Finotti, S.J.: "The narrative of 

the Clip is for edification; it draws our heart near to God, it teaches lessons of supernatural 

wisdom. With uncovered head, then, unsandalled feet, and humble brow we approach the spot 
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and reverently exclaim – The Finger of God is here!"  

 One of the greatest truths this story confirms is the infallible teaching of the Church that there is 

no salvation outside of the Catholic Church. Please recall Mrs. Livingston's statement that the 

Voice told her, "If she would not submit to rules of the Roman Catholic Church, she would open 

up her eyes in Hell." The teachings of the Church, as confirmed by the Voice, not only apply to 

Mrs. Livingston, but to all who wish to be saved. Pray and work for the salvation of souls. 

Distribute this wondrous story of the Wizard Clip so that many others may benefit from its 

revelations.  

  

Appendix 3  

The Ghost Story Behind a Bucolic Catholic Retreat Center  

A brief, true history of West Virginia’s Priest Field and “The Legend of the Wizard Clip.”  

By Eric Grundhauser November 7, 2017  

The Ghost Story Behind a Bucolic Catholic Retreat Center   

Atlas Obscura  

The Ghost Story Behind a Bucolic Catholic Retreat Center A brief, true history of West 

Virginia’s Priest Field and “The Legend of the Wizard Clip.” BY ERIC GRUNDHAUSER 

NOVEMBER 7, 2017 WHILE MYSTICISM AND CHRISTIANITY OFTEN 

mingle, it’s decidedly not often that religious sites are founded on straight-up ghost 

stories. That’s what makes the pastoral center near Middleway, West Virginia, known as Priest 

Field, so fascinating. Priest Field, a 38-acre outreach and ecumenical center operated by the 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, would not exist in the form it does today were it not for 
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a centuries-old haunted house story known as “The Legend of the Wizard Clip.” The origins of 

the bizarrely named “Wizard Clip” mystery go back to the late 1700s, when Virginia was still 

being settled, and before West Virginia had become its own state. The story begins with a man 

named Adam Livingston, a devout Lutheran who moved to the area in the early 1790s. 

According to The Mystery of the Wizard Clip, a published account from 1949 that is still sold at 

Priest Field, Livingston arrived there from Pennsylvania, where he had owned a great deal of 

land. For unknown reasons, his Pennsylvania property had begun experiencing a host of 

calamities, from his cattle dying off to his barn burning to the ground. Looking for a fresh start, 

Livingston and his family packed up and moved. But as it turned out, his troubles were only 

beginning. “I don’t want to freak people out about the whole spiritual world,” says Susan Kersey, 

director of the Priest Field Pastoral Center. “Because some people believe, some people don’t 

believe.” Kersey says that she doesn’t talk about the Wizard Clip story much to visitors unless 

asked, though she is well versed in the stories surrounding Priest Field’s history. The Livingston 

family resettled on 350 acres near what is now Middleway, where they were once again beset by 

unexplained misfortune. Again, the livestock began to die, but now, Livingston and his wife and 

children also began to experience unsettling phenomena. Among the disturbances 

that supposedly visited the Livingstons were loud banging and the thunder of galloping horses, 

which would occur out of the blue; stones and pieces of firewood would be flung through the air; 

dishes and pottery would mysteriously come off the shelves and smash to the floor; and the 

heads of ducks and geese were said to simply fall off as though cut by some invisible force. But 

the oddest phenomenon, and the one from which the legend takes its strange name, was the 

clipping and shredding of the Livingstons’ clothes. As the story goes, after the Livingstons 
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moved in, bedding, shirts, boots, saddles, and pretty much any other piece of fabric or cloth 

began to be mysteriously cut to ribbons, or more commonly, have a crescent moon shape cut into 

them. “It would appear in their clothing, it would appear on the animals,” says Kersey. As 

detailed in a series of historic accounts of the legend collected in the 1978 pamphlet Adam 

Livingston, the Wizard Clip, the Voice: An Historical Account, it didn’t matter where the cloth 

was—none of it escaped the clip. Items of clothing were somehow cut while people wore them; 

stored linens would be found clipped; pieces were clipped on the laundry line. One prominent 

account tells of a curious visitor to the Livingston house who took off her hat and wrapped it in a 

handkerchief to keep it from being clipped, but when she left and unwrapped it, the silk hat had 

been cut to narrow shreds. The term “Wizard Clip” seems to be in reference to the crescent moon 

as some kind of occult symbol. The stories of the Livingston clippings became so widespread 

that the area that’s now Middleway was even sometimes just called “Wizard Clip” or “Clip 

town.  

Appendix 4  

Father Gallitzin and the Clip town Exorcism   

The Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  

 MAY 21, 2008    

Father Gallitzin and the Cliptown Exorcism - Catholicism.org  

Introduction: The following account is from Daniel Sargent’s book, Mitri, pages 113-116. A few 

explanations are in order to help the reader understand. Mitri is Demitrius Gallitzin, the Russian 

prince-priest who became “Apostle of the Alleghenies.” He was also known as Augustine 

Schmidt (or Smith), a name he assumed to hide his noble birth. The Father Pellentz mentioned 

https://catholicism.org/gallitzin-cliptown.html
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was the Vicar General of the Baltimore Diocese under Bishop Carroll. Priests in those days — 

especially priests from English-speaking countries — were often called “Mister” or “Reverend 

Mister” instead of Father, hence the otherwise confusing mention of the priest, “Mr. 

Dennis Cahill.” Three names mentioned, Diderot, Hemsterhuis , and Fuerstenberg, refer 

respectively to a Frenchman, a Dutchman, and a German who, at different times, exerted strong 

influence on Mitri’s mother, and therefore on Mitri himself. Lastly, “IHS” is short for the Holy 

Name of Jesus, being a Latin adaptation of the first three letters of Our Lord’s name in Greek.  

After Mitri had written this letter, Father Pellentz paid him a compliment that showed he was 

satisfied with this spirit of perseverance of his, as well as impressed by his intelligence. He chose 

him to ride some sixty miles southwest into Virginia over the first ridge of the Virginia 

Alleghenies into the Shenandoah Valley on an errand that required sober discernment. It was to 

investigate a case of what seemed to be diabolical possession, that had taken place in the vicinity 

of a town called Martinsburg.  

For some six years the priests of Conewago had been hearing of very strange occurrences in this 

region. A German farmer named Livingston, a Lutheran, had been persecuted in a way that 

suggested extraordinarily clever human trickery or something more than human. It was not 

merely that Livingston’s barns had been burned down or that unaccountable hammerings had 

been heard in his house. Mr. Livingston and his family — very quiet, unimaginative German folk 

— had found it impossible to keep a sheet or piece of cloth whole in their house without having 

it torn to shreds. Because of this, the region had come to be called Clip town. So much was 

certain.  
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But then a Catholic priest had become involved in the story; a priest well known to Conewago 

and, indeed, under the authority of Father Pellentz, Mr. Dennis Cahill, who had recently built a 

chapel at Hagerstown, Maryland, twenty miles north of Martinsburg, across the Potomac. Mr. 

Cahill was a practical priest with more than due store of business sense. He was such a man 

as Mitri’s father could never have called over-exalted. He was such a man as could build a 

church when there was no money to build it with, simply by hard work and thrift. Mr. Cahill had 

been invited by this Lutheran Livingston to Clip town to exorcise the house. Mr. Cahill did not 

relish making a useless detour, and he considered the whole affair Lutheran nonsense, a carry-

over of an old-fashioned Lutheran obsession with witches. But he made the detour, and, though 

he did not exorcise the house — which required a rather complicated rite which he had never 

performed — he was prevailed upon to sprinkle it with holy water. He did it in haste, and his 

mind was distraught as he did it, though not with thought of witches. On his detour, to his great 

annoyance, a purse of money had slipped from his pocket. It was lost. He didn’t like to lose 

money.  

As Mr. Cahill hastened out of the house thinking of his lost pennies, he found his purse on the 

doorstep. This was odd, and Mr. Cahill had reported it as odd.  

It was odd, too, that after his sprinkling of the house, there were for a year or so no 

disturbances in it. Mr. Cahill did not know what to think.  

Recently, however, the disturbances had begun again, and Mr. Dennis Cahill had again been 

summoned. Father Pellentz thought that a man with a more trained mind, like the book-learned 

Mr. Augustine Schmidt, should be sent to investigate the phenomena, in addition to Mr. Cahill. 

He had sent Mitri.  
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Mitri had indeed had an education that fitted him to be skeptical of miracles. Miracles had been 

the butt of Diderot’s laughter. Hemsterhuis was impatient with all miracles save those mentioned 

beautifully in Greek mythology. Fuerstenberg was a sound Catholic, and was sure that there had 

been and could be miracles, but he did not expect to meet any, and he left the ready acceptance 

of them to the minds of his peasants. Mitri had more expectation of seeing God’s Providence 

everywhere than of coming upon supernatural interposition. Mitri rode his sixty miles 

utterly incredulous. He entered the Livingston house with the thought: “I, a modern man, will tell 

you what is going on.”  

Then over his head there broke the rumble as of a hundred Conestoga wagons. Mitri was frankly 

terrified. He was even, for the moment, helpless, and had to leave the initiative to Mr. Cahill, 

who, again having turned up on the scene, consented this time to exorcise the house, and brought 

immediate calm.  

Mitri stayed on for three months in the region, living with a sound, sober Irish Catholic farmer, 

neighbor to the Livingstons, named Richard McSherry. This farmer recounted all that he knew.  

Mr. Livingston had been a good, honest, industrious neighbor, a Lutheran, but with no 

fanaticism. One day he had taken into his house in human kindliness a wandering stranger who 

was shelterless and apparently near death. The man had begged that a Catholic priest be sent for, 

as he was sure that he was nearing his end. Mr. Livingston was ready to tend the dying man, but 

he had a Lutheran aversion to priests, and he had no idea how a priest could be found. The man 

had died without the last rites.  

Soon afterwards the afflictions had begun.  
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But how did it happen that Mr. Cahill had been sent for? Was it Mr. McSherry who had arranged 

that?  

Mr. McSherry explained that he had wished to stay out of the affair. He had known that 

Protestant ministers had been summoned. One had entered the house with a volume of tracts in 

his hands to make the Livingstons better Protestants. Within his very hands the tracts had been 

torn to pieces. He had fled.  

Livingston had thereupon dreamed a dream in which he looked at a mountaintop on which stood 

a man with outlandish clothes. A voice — and it was the same voice as that of the dying beggar 

— spoke to him in the dream, saying: “This is the man who will bring you relief.” He had 

described the clothing of the man in the dream to Richard McSherry, and McSherry had 

recognized the clothing described as being precisely what a Catholic priest wore at the altar. At 

this McSherry had begun to be interested.  

He told Livingston that he had dreamed of a Catholic priest.  

Then McSherry had heard that Mr. Cahill was passing the night at Shepherdstown, and had 

persuaded Livingston to accompany him to the farmhouse in Shepherdstown, where Mr. Cahill 

was lodging. They had entered the farmhouse where Mr. Cahill was offering Mass. When 

Livingston saw Mr. Cahill, he had cried out as if forgetting where he was: “There is the man.”  

So that was how Mr. Cahill had come into the story.  

Mitri continued his questioning of Livingston: had he ever again, since the sprinkling of his 

house with holy water, heard the “Voice,” as he called it? Livingston affirmed that he had heard 

it frequently and not only when he was asleep. It taught him many things, which Mitri 
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recognized as perfectly accurate Catholic doctrines concerning Purgatory, and often it bade him 

go, even at night, to the bedside of men who were dying.  

Mitri cross-questioned a dozen neighbors, none of them Catholics. They did not know about the 

voices and dreams, but they were agog about the clippings and tearings. One Presbyterian lady 

recounted with indignation how her best hat had been torn to pieces while on her very head, 

while she was making a call of friendly inquisitiveness.  

He asked to be shown the torn clothing and sheets. It looked as if they had been burned on the 

edges. It might be trickery, but it was strange that one piece of cloth had clearly marked on it 

I.H.S. He packed the sample in his saddle-bags.  

Before Mitri had left, Livingston and his wife and a half-dozen others of this region had become 

Catholics. But it was not he who received them into the Church; it was the prosaic Mr. Cahill, as 

part of his day’s work.  

Mitri departed from Cliptown in time to be back at Conewago for Christmas. He brought with 

him some of the shreds of clothing and a lengthy report of all his investigations. He presented the 

evidence to Father Pellentz.  

This experience of Mitri’s at Cliptown engraved a deep impression on his mind. Some who 

recognize how deep the impression was have been ready to give ear to stories, the authenticity of 

which we cannot be sure, such as that he received at Cliptown communications through 

Livingston from the “Voice” which disclosed to him some of his future sufferings and consoled 

him with merciful counsel as to how to bear them. Such stories may be true, but in order 

to appreciate how deep the experience was, there is no need of them. The phenomena may have 

enlightened him concerning the future, but, more important, it gave him a sense of how little 
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he knew, and estranged his mind from the habit of his youth of thinking that he could see all, 

taste all, touch all, and comprehend all.  

Appendix 5  

First Catholic priest in colonial America had ties to Middleway  

Bob O'Connor  

 Dec 17, 2014  

Spirit of Jefferson  

A young Catholic priest who visited the area that is now the Priest Field Pastoral Center is being 

considered for canonization as a Catholic saint.  

Father Demetruis A. Smith (born Prince “Mitri” Gallitzin) was born in The Hague the son of the 

Russian ambassador to Holland. He came to America in 1792 under the name of Smith to avoid 

the embarrassment of being the son of a prince. He was 27 when he was sent by Archbishop 

John Carroll of Baltimore to investigate strange happenings in Middleway in the fall of 1797. 

Those occurrences the priest was investigating are known today as “The Mystery of Wizard’s 

Clip.”  

That affair began when the family of Adam Livingston moved to Middleway from York County, 

Pa., in the 1790s. Following their arrival, the family seemed to have been attacked by evil spirits. 

Several of their farm animals had mysteriously died. Their house was haunted by strange noises, 

with furniture moving and banging around and pots smashed onto the floor. Almost every piece 

of clothing the family had was mysteriously clipped and slit by seemingly invisible shears with 

the noise of scissors being heard by various family members. The incidents were too much for 

the family to handle. Mr. Livingston turned to his Bible for solace.  
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When the Catholic priest came to their home to investigate, he admitted that he was very 

skeptical. Father Gallitzin said of Mr. Livingston’s quest for relief that “the good old man 

reading in his Bible that Christ had given to his ministers power over evil spirits, started from his 

home to Winchester, Va., and having, with tears in his eyes, related to his minister the history of 

his distress and sufferings, begged him to come to his house and to exercise in his favor the 

power he had received from Jesus Christ. The parson candidly confessed that he had no such 

power. The good man … therefore rationally concluded that Parson S____ could not be a 

minister of Christ … and applied to other person calling themselves ministers of Christ, some of 

whom promised relief. They came, prayed and read; but they prayed and read in vain.”  

Livingston, a Lutheran, dreamed that a man dressed in robes would be able to help him. He 

asked a friend, Mrs. McSherry for help. She brought Father Dennis Cahill, a Catholic priest from 

Hagerstown to Middleway. Livingston recognized the priest as the one he had seen in the robes 

in his dream. Father Cahill said Catholic Mass at the Livingston house twice and the unsettling 

disturbances stopped. And they stopped for good. Mr. Livingston was so grateful he decided to 

become Catholic.  

Father Gallitzin interviewed the family, friends and neighbors while staying with the McSherry 

family in Middleway. His investigative report contained the following details: “My view in 

coming to Virginia and remaining there three months was to investigate those extraordinary facts 

at Livingston’s, of which I had heard so much … and which I could not prevail upon myself to 

believe; but I was soon converted to a full belief of them. No lawyer in a court of justice did ever 

examine or cross-examine witnesses more strictly than I did all those I could procure.”  
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When the priest left, he carted off with him a trunk full of clothing that had been cut to pieces. 

Among the garments were one when the impression of a hand was burnt into it while the 

other contained the letters “IHS” burned into it. The letters IHS represent the word Jesus in 

Greek.  

Years later, Livingston heard a voice telling him that his land “would one day become a great 

place of prayer.” Upon his death, Livingston deeded 34 acres to the Catholic Church. The tract 

became known as “Priests Field” which is indeed, a “great place of prayer” today.  

Even non-Catholic sources confirm the belief that the story of the strange happenings in 

Middleway were true. A story in 1904 in The West Virginia Historical Magazine said “the 

people there had no doubt of the facts related.”  

The Catholic Church started a quest in 2007 with the formal opening of the 

Prince Gallatzin’s cause. He had been ordained a Catholic priest on March 17, 1795 and thus 

became the first man in the original 13 colonies to receive the orders of the priesthood. He was 

sent to the Alleghenies in Pennsylvania and established a parish servicing 100 miles in every 

direction. Father Gallatzin vigorously defended the church teachings throughout his ministry. He 

died in Loretto, Pa., in 1840.  

The long-drawn-out procedure needed for sainthood has reached the stage where the Catholic 

Church is trying to determine if the two required miracles needed for 

Father Gallatzin’s canonization can be verified.  

— Bob O’Connor writes from Charles Town  
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Appendix 6  

The Mystery of the Wizard Clip: Raphael Brown  

Raphael Brown Diabolical Activity, Priestly Intervention, and Conversions in Colonial 

America   

This tale is too strange for belief. It features a Russian prince, a Lutheran family, an Irish priest, 

several Protestant ministers, diabolical activity, traveling salesmen, and colonial farmers, as well 

as delicate and intricate family relationships. It has all the elements of an exciting Catholic 

novel...AND IT IS ALL TRUE! Don t miss this wonderful story. Adam Livingston was an 

honest and industrious Lutheran who owned considerable property in York County, 

Pennsylvania. Due to mysterious causes, however, his property began to diminish in several 

ways. For example, his barn burned down, and his horses and cattle died. As these losses 

continued, Livingston and his family decided to move. Therefore, early in the 1790 s, with his 

second wife and several children, he left Pennsylvania and migrated to the lower end of the 

lovely Shenandoah Valley, where he settled on a large estate located in the triangle formed by 

Charles Town, Martinsburg, and Winchester, all of which were then in the state of Virginia. But 

there too, the same mysterious forces continued to afflict the Livingston household. There too, 

the cattle and horses died. Now the very house in which Adam and his wife and children lived 

seemed to have become haunted: at night they were kept awake by weird noises, such as loud 

knocks and rumblings as of galloping horses and wagons. Even in daylight their furniture would 

be suddenly banged about and their crockery smashed onto the floor by invisible hands. Chunks 

of fire rolled out of the beds across the rooms. At times, the heads and legs of chickens and geese 

were seen to drop off suddenly. But by far the most sensational of these devilish afflictions was 
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the strangely persistent clipping and cutting that attacked every piece of cloth and leather on the 

Livingston estate. Sheets, tablecloths, shirts, dresses, suits, and even leather boots and saddles, 

whether in use or locked up in closets, were skillfully slit and clipped into crescent shaped strips 

by invisible shears! The noise of the scissors clipping merrily away was distinctly heard on many 

occasions by different members of the family. Soon the whole countryside was talking about the 

mysterious Wizard Clip at the Livingston s place, which eventually came to be known as Clip 

town a name which is still in use locally. After studying the bible and learning that the ministers 

of God had the power to cast out evil spirits Mr. Livingston began to ask the assistance of a 

number of those he knew, all protestant ministers of course. But it was not until he was finally 

prevailed upon to contact a Catholic priest, the good Father Dennis Cahill, that good things really 

started to happen for the family....  

Appendix 7  

The current statement by The Catholic Historical Society  

Diocese of Richmond as of 11.4.2021 Mystery of the Wizard Clip, The (loretopubs.org)  

Raphael Brown  

Diabolical Activity, Priestly Intervention, and Conversions in Colonial America  

This tale is too strange for belief. It features a Russian prince, a Lutheran family, an Irish priest, 

several Protestant ministers, diabolical activity, traveling salesmen, and colonial farmers, as well 

as delicate and intricate family relationships. It has all the elements of an exciting Catholic 

novel...AND IT IS ALL TRUE! Do not miss this wonderful story.  

Adam Livingston was an honest and industrious Lutheran who owned considerable property in 

York County, Pennsylvania. Due to mysterious causes, however, his property began to diminish 

https://loretopubs.org/mystery-of-the-wizard-clip-the.html
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in numerous ways. For example, his barn burned down, and his horses and cattle died. As these 

losses continued, Livingston and his family decided to move. Therefore, early in the 1790’s, with 

his second wife and several children, he left Pennsylvania and migrated to the lower end of the 

lovely Shenandoah Valley, where he settled on a large estate located in the triangle formed by 

Charles Town, Martinsburg, and Winchester, all of which were then in the state of Virginia.  

But there too, the same mysterious forces continued to afflict the Livingston household. There 

too, the cattle and horses died. Now the very house in which Adam and his wife and children 

lived seemed to have become haunted: at night they were kept awake by weird noises, such as 

loud knocks and rumblings as of galloping horses and wagons. Even in daylight their furniture 

would be suddenly banged about and their crockery smashed onto the floor by invisible hands. 

Chunks of fire rolled out of the beds across the rooms. At times, the heads and legs of chickens 

and geese were seen to drop off suddenly. But by far the most sensational of these devilish 

afflictions was the strangely persistent clipping and cutting that attacked every piece of cloth and 

leather on the Livingston estate. Sheets, tablecloths, shirts, dresses, suits, and even leather boots 

and saddles, whether in use or locked up in closets, were skillfully slit and clipped into crescent 

shaped strips by invisible shears! The noise of the scissors clipping merrily away was distinctly 

heard on many occasions by different members of the family.  

Soon the whole countryside was talking about the mysterious “Wizard Clip” at the Livingston’s 

place, which eventually came to be known as “Clip town” — a name which is still in use 

locally.  

After studying the bible and learning that the ministers of God had the power to cast out evil 

spirits Mr. Livingston began to ask the assistance of a number of those he knew, all protestant 
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ministers of course. But it was not until he was finally prevailed upon to contact a Catholic 

priest, the good Father Dennis Cahill, that good things really started to happen for the family.  

With regard to the first type, Extraordinary Divine Phenomena; itis divided into those of the 

intellectual order, and those of the psychophysiological order.  

a.) Divine intellectual phenomena may be either private revelations or charismas. The first 

type is chiefly for the benefit of the recipient, the latter are chiefly for the benefit of others.  

Examples of private revelations are those received by Saint Joseph, Saint Paul and those received 

by Saint Theresa of Avila. To know true revelations, it is necessary to know the object, the 

effects, and the signs which accompany them. The church accepts no revelations except after 

long and careful investigation, and even then, she does not force them on the faithful. With 

regard to charismas Saint Paul in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, Chapter XII, distinguishes 

nine.  

b.) Psycho-physiological phenomena — such as affect both the soul and body, and which 

are related to ecstasy. The principal of these are levitation, luminous rays, fragrant odors, 

prolonged fasting, and stigmatization. The difference between these and psycho-neurotic 

phenomena are found in (a) the persons themselves, (b) in the diversity of the phenomena (peace 

and rapture of the soul intimately united with God rather than convulsions, spasms, etc.) in the 

results, steady mental growth, increase in love of God, devoted service to neighbors.  

With regard to the second type of Extraordinary Phenomena, i.e., Diabolical Phenomena, we 

may divide them into two classes:  

1. Obsession, 2. Possession.  
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With regard to obsession: This consists in a series of unusually violent and persistent 

temptations. It is called external when the temptations affect the exterior senses by means 

of apparitions, and internal when they stir up sensations or emotions. There are examples of 

obsessions among the saints, e.g., Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez, Saint Catherine of Sienna, Saint 

Francis Xavier, Saint Theresa of Avila, the Curé of Ars.  

As to Possession: Two elements constitute possession; the presence of the devil in the body of 

the possessed, and the dominion exercised by the devil over that body, and through it over the 

soul. There are three principal signs by which possession may be recognized: Speaking an 

unknown tongue or understanding it when spoken by another; making known distant and hidden 

things; exhibiting a strength out of all proportion with one’s age and circumstances.  

The special remedy is found in the exorcisms (formulas of prayer prepared by the church for 

priests delegated by their bishop in cases where the fact of possession has been ascertained).  

Note: The foregoing is a synopsis of book III chapter III, The Spiritual Life by 

Adolph Tanqueray, S.S., Desclee & Co., Tournai (Belgium) 1932, pp. 700-726.  

In A Companion to The Summa, Sheed and Ward, 1941, Vol. I, Page 425, Father Walter Farrell, 

O. P., comments: “Now and then, buy rarely, the devil makes a spectacular display by attacking 

men physically. This might be significant for advertising purposes, if the devil needed 

advertising; it has little importance from any other point of view. Three classes of these physical 

attacks have been distinguished by theologians, ascending to a climax of impotent fury. Th e 

first, called infestation, consists of an attack centering on the surroundings of man rather than 

himself; noisemaking, throwing things about, breaking articles of furniture, mysterious knocks 

on doors and walls, and so on. It was this sort of thing that plagued the Curé of Ars night after 
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night during the pitifully few hours he could set aside for sleep. Obsession, on the contrary, is a 

personal attack, but an exterior attack directed to physical injury and so to be instilling of terror; 

in its effects, it does not go beyond the attack that any man might make on another by blows 

or kicks. "The phenomena of infestation, as described above, are usually known in modern 

psychical research as “poltergeists,” from a German term meaning racket-making spirits. 

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “cases of this kind have been recorded for many 

hundreds of years, and from all parts of the world.”  

Sixteen centuries ago, Saint Augustine narrated in his great work The City of God (Book 22 

Chapter 8) the following case of infestation which strikingly resembles the first part of the story 

of the Wizard Clip: “Hesperius, a neighbor of ours, has a farm, and finding that his family, his 

cattle, and his servants were suffering from the malice of evil spirits, he asked our priests, during 

my absence, that one of them would go with him and banish the spirits by his prayers. One went, 

off ered there the Sacrifice of the Body of Christ, praying with all his might that 

the vexation might cease. It did cease immediately, through the mercy of God.” Thus, pending a 

formal judgment of church authorities concerning the mysterious events known as the Wizard 

Clip, the destructive phenomena may have been another example of infestation by poltergeists, 

which were in time completely banished and exorcised by the celebration of a Holy Mass and by 

the prayers of a Catholic priest in the infested house.  

The subsequent instructions and revelations by the invisible voice, on the other hand, may 

constitute yet another instance of divine extraordinary phenomena of the intellectual order, as 

outlined above, similar in origin, nature, and effects, to the mystical communications which are 

known to have occurred in the lives of countless saintly men and women during every century in 
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the history of the Catholic Church. It is certainly of primary significance that the result in this 

case was the conversion of several people to true faith.  

Conclusion: Extraordinary Mystical Phenomena are by no means essential to spiritual life, nor 

are they to be desired or sought after.  

Saint Paul in I Corinthians, Chapter XIII, says:  

If I should speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have charity, I have become 

as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And if I have prophecy and know all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith to remove mountains, yet do not have charity, I am nothing. 

And if I distribute all my goods to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, yet do 

not have charity, it profits me nothing.  

Charity is patient, is kind; charity does not envy, is not pretentious, is not puff ed up, (is not 

ambitious, is not self-seeking, is not provoked; thinks no evil,) does not rejoice over wickedness, 

but rejoices with the truth; bears with all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things.  
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