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Appalachian Studies Graduate Students Travel To 
Glasgow For Global Appalachia Study Abroad
Karen Spears Zacharias, Ellen Wade, and Renee 
Ritenour will be leaving for the University of West 
of Scotland (UWS) to study during the spring 
2022 term. All three students have completed the 
APST Graduate Certificate, which qualifies them 
for the UWS accelerated Master in Creative Media 
Practice in Scotland. Their semester at UWS and 
this creative partnership with Shepherd Universi-

ty will also allow them to accelerate their Shep-
herd M.A. work as well, effectively finishing both 
degrees and study abroad during the time most 
master’s programs take. This new UWS/Shep-
herd partnership is particularly advantageous for 
creative projects in literature, theater, and media 
studies. Read about this new graduate partner-
ship between Shepherd and UWS on page 3. ¾

Undergraduate APST minors and majors now 
have the opportunity to take graduate courses 
toward the Appalachian Studies M.A. in the 4+1 
program, at the reduced undergraduate tuition 
rate while they are still completing their under-
graduate degrees. Students must have com-
pleted at least 60 undergraduate credits and 
have a 3.0 GPA to start the graduate program 
as undergraduates, but this is a remarkable and 
cost-effective way to begin the M.A. while still an 
undergraduate and completing the minor or new 
APST major. Master’s degree students can focus 
on one of two APST curricular tracks—1) taking 

business, environmental, leisure studies courses 
or 2) history, cultural studies courses for their 
interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies M.A. de-
gree. These graduate classes may be completed 
while finishing their undergraduate degree. The 
4+1 accelerated program works particularly well 
for programs such as Appalachian Studies, which 
offers split-level graduate/undergraduate class-
es in a parallel curriculum. Interested students 
should contact Dr. Shurbutt, Director of the Cen-
ter for Appalachian Studies and Communities 
and APST Graduate Coordinator. ¾

Graduate Council Approves Appalachian Studies 
4+1 Accelerated Program For Undergraduates

www.shepherd.edu/news/graduate-council-approves-appalachian-stud-
ies-accelerated-41-undergraduate-graduate-studies-program/

https://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian
http://www.shepherd.edu/news/graduate-council-approves-appalachian-studies-accelerated-41-undergraduate-graduate-studies-program/
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The Allies for Appalachia is the newest group 
of interested community members to support 
the Appalachian Studies program at Shepherd 
University. Through their contributions, Allies 
for Appalachia will assist students traveling and 
studying abroad, attending conferences and 
presenting papers, working on special writing 
and editing projects. Allies will make possible 
the broad range of special programs that serve 
the community and Appalachian region, bring-
ing speakers, musicians, writers, and activists to 
Shepherd for programs about Appalachia. For 
their support, Allies will receive a range of spe-
cial benefits, including access to all APST class-
es and travel abroad programs. To read about 
Allies for Appalachia and how to become a 
member, see www.shepherd.edu/news/shep-
herd-university-foundation-starts-new-ap-
palachian-studies-friends-group. ¾

Very few people in today’s working world do not, 
over the course of a working life, change jobs 
multiple times and even have multiple careers. 
This new economic reality is one of the operating 
principles behind Shepherd University’s newest 
Interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies B.A./B.S. 
undergraduate degree, a degree unlike any other 
at Shepherd or across the region.

With the number of required core courses and 
electives trimmed or streamlined and courses in-
cluded to teach both ethical values and creative 
thinking “outside the box,” students pursuing this 

new degree have the opportunity and flexibility 
to explore a radically different approach to pre-
paring themselves for the contemporary working 
world. This approach to learning provides focus 
on acquiring the knowledge and skills to enter an 
array of fields, with a solid understanding of the 
unique region of Appalachia where students live, 
while giving them the knowledge base and flex-
ibility to negotiate the complex economic world 
they will face upon graduation.

“Shepherd University’s newest degree,” said Dr. 
Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, Director of the Center for 
Appalachian Studies and Communities, “is like no 
other in the nation. While it prepares students to 
enter fields in the working world such as business, 
the environment, leisure and service industries, 
politics, and non-profits, it also gives students a 
profound understanding of the Appalachian sto-
ry, a powerful and authentic story often distorted 
and stereotyped. This degree prepares students 
to look both inwardly to understand their own 
cultural roots and identity, but also to look out-
wardly through the Global Appalachia and Celtic 
Roots component of the program, gaining a larg-
er world view, essential in the complex and global 
economy of today.”

The most exciting features of the new B.A./B.S. 
Interdisciplinary APST degree is the freedom 
it gives for students to have two minors, which 

expands the graduate’s toolbox for the working 
world. Likewise, the Global Appalachia and Celtic 
Roots components of the degree and the flexi-
bility for students to choose either a B.A. track 
(graduate school) or B.S. track (working-world) 
are appealing aspects of the new degree. An op-
tional semester abroad at the University of West 
of Scotland in lieu of the required electives in the 
degree is offered to the more adventurous stu-
dents.

In a nutshell, here are the five advantages this 
new APST Interdisciplinary B.A./B.S. degree of-
fers:

1. Student will develop an understanding of the 
region and know the remarkable story of West 
Virginia and Appalachia;

2. Students graduate with excellent writing, 
speaking, and communication skills to tell that 
story;

3. Students develop a sense of service to the 
community;

4. Students leave Shepherd with skills and knowl-
edge of at least two fields or disciplines they will 
be trained to work in;

5. Students develop a spirit of entrepreneurship 
and strong ethical values from the program. ¾

New Shepherd University Apalachian Studies Interdisciplinary Degree Enables 
Job Flexibility and Regional Understanding

Shepherd University Foundation Starts New Appalachian Studies Friends Group

https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-foundation-starts-new-appalachian-studies-friends-group
https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-foundation-starts-new-appalachian-studies-friends-group
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Shepherd University public history major and 
Appalachian Studies minor Richard Condon will 
be the 2022 recipient of the Sue Stewart Hansel 
Bailey Appalachian Studies Scholarship. Rich was 
nominated for the award by history chair Dr. Ju-
lia Sandy, who praised his “willingness to ques-
tion his own assumptions about the history, and 
public history, of the region.” This fall’s $1,000 
scholarship award will be applied to Rich’s Spring 
2022 semester costs as he finishes his degree at 
Shepherd.

Rich has been an activist in history and the region 
while he has worked both in the parks profession 
and attempted to finish his history degree. He is 
the founder and administrator of Civil War Pitts-
burgh, an organization dedicated to understand-
ing Pennsylvania’s role in the American Civil War. 
He was a ranger at the Flight 93 National Memori-
al, and he is currently stationed in Beaufort, South 
Carolina, where he works as a ranger helping to 
develop the Reconstruction Era National Histori-
cal Park. As a history major, Rich is currently fin-
ishing his capstone work exploring ways in which 
African American veterans used their military 

service during the Civil War to de-
mand full citizenship in the post-war 
era. Like many Shepherd University 
students, Rich has attempted to turn 
the pandemic into an opportunity 
to both work and study through the 
distance learning opportunities which 
Shepherd offers. Rich said this about 
his love for the Appalachian region 
that has been his home: “I’ve always understood 
that, at the core of the Appalachian story, there are 
themes of identity and culture specific to the re-
gion’s hills, mountain hollows, cities, and towns. A 
strong sense of place has resonated with me over 
the years as I’ve continued to understand my roots 
and familial history, all of which will always bind 
me to Appalachia.”

Rich is the second student to receive the presti-
gious Sue Stewart Hansel Bailey Scholarship in 
Interdisciplinary Appalachian Studies, following 
social studies education major Leanna Bayse, 
who received the award last fall. The Sue Stewart 
Hansel Bailey Appalachian Studies Scholarship 
was created to honor two Depression-era Appa-

lachians, who were part of the Great Appalachian 
“out migration” Diaspora that began during and 
after WWII. Sue Stewart and Hansel Bailey left the 
mountains of north Georgia and Sand Mountain, 
Alabama, to live and work in Atlanta where they 
met just prior to the war, both valuing education 
and both never forgetting their humble roots. 
Hansel attended Berry College as a mountain child 
supported by the Ford Foundation, before leav-
ing for work in Atlanta. This Appalachian Studies 
scholarship is given to Shepherd students of any 
major who evince an appreciation for and an inter-
est in understanding the Appalachian region that 
is home. ¾

The University of the West of Scotland (UWS) 
has agreed to accept the APST Graduate Certifi-
cate, now the first module of the Shepherd APST 
M.A. degree, as its own first module for the cul-
tural studies component of the M.A. in Creative 
Media Practice at UWS. This agreement has led 
to a fruitful pathway to two masters degrees for 
Shepherd graduate students. Graduate Sean 
Murtagh was the first student to graduate with 
the two M.A. degrees from this higher education 
partnership.

Poet and teacher Ellen Wade, one of the 2018 
NEH Misty Mountains teachers now finishing the 
Shepherd M.A. program; award-winning writ-
er Karen Spears Zacharias; and teacher Renee 
Ritenour, one of the original BRIDGE Institute 
teachers at Shepherd who joined the M.A. pro-
gram in 2020 will travel to Scotland in January 
2022 to complete the two M.A. degrees. All three 
students have finished their APST Graduate Cer-
tificate requirements and will be able to have 
the Shepherd M.A. required electives waived in 
lieu of the Study Abroad completed at the UWS. 

All have plans for cre-
ative projects while in 
Scotland that will con-
tribute significantly to 
the Appalchian region. 
Karen Zacharias will be 
finishing a historical fic-
tion piece on the Carrie Buck story and the issue 
of eugenics during the 1920s, tying the issue to 
Scotland. Ellen Wade will complete a documen-
tary on the Affrilachian and the Black Scottish 
poets (her work is supported by The Bonnie 
and Bill Stubblefield Institute for Civil Political 
Communications at Shepherd University). Re-
nee Ritenour will finish a photography and West 
Virginia ancestry project, an extension of her 
Shepherd thesis which explored family roots in 
America. Ritenour is hoping to trace those roots 
in Scotland, with her West Virginia family going 
back almost 300 years in the state and offering 
a microcosm for historic themes. All three grad-
uate students will receive UWS scholarships 
amounting together to £4,500 to apply toward 
their study abroad.

The partnership with the University of the West 
of Scotland is part of the Celtic Roots Global Ap-
palachia component of the Appalachian Studies 
program, which now includes the new under-
graduate B.A./B.S. interdisciplinary degree with 
a similar Celtic Roots component. Shurbutt said 
this about student interest in the new program: 
“The Scots-Irish connection in the region is still 
strong, not only in terms of similar customs and 
traditions which span the different ethnic groups 
in Appalachia but also in the essential Ulster 
Scots-Irish fundamentals of the Appalchian dia-
lect apparent in the language going back to the 
17th and 18th centuries.” Shurbutt has said that 
these global studies experiences for Appalachian 
students encourage West Virginians to see their 
connection with a larger global family. ¾

Center for Appalachian Studies 
Awards Sue Stewart Hansel Bailey 
Interdisciplinary Scholarship

University of West of Scotland Welcomes  
Shepherd University Appalachian 
Studies Students
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Fall/Winter 2021 newsmakers from the  
Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities

Marie Manilla, 2021 Appalachian Her-
itage Writer-in-Residence and West 
Virginia Common Read Writer, received 
Appalachian Heritage Writer’s Award 
during the Appalachian Heritage Fes-
tival September 24-October 30, 2021. 
Access to the full range of programs 
is found at the AHWIR Events link, 
www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/manil-
la/schedule, including the storytelling 
program by Adam Booth, a discussion 

of the inspiration for Mother Jones’ work in the 
West Virginia Mine Wars by Karen Spears Zach-
arias, and discussion of the film Fried Green 
Tomatoes with history professor Dr. Benjamin 
Bankhurst. Read about the AHWIR series at 
www.shepherd.edu/news/appalachian-writ-
er-and-heritage-events-planned-septem-
ber-24-october-1. ¾

Pictured left from l. to r. are Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shur-
butt, Marie Manilla, and Karen Spears Zacharias.

The Appalachian Heritage Festival celebrated 
its 25th Anniversary with an array of workshops 
and outdoor concert on September 25. Read 
about the festival, workshops, and the extraor-
dinary work of Rachael Meads at www.shepherd.
edu/news/appalachian-heritage-festival-cel-
ebrates-25th-anniversary-on-september-25. 
Headliners included award-winning and heritage 
musicians John Morris and Linda Lay. ¾

Pictured right from l. to r. are Rachael Meads, Lin-
da Lay, and John Morris.

Shepherd Speaks StoryCorps Project host-
ed Contemporary American Theater Festival 
(CATF) Founding Director Ed Herendeen on 
October 11. President Mary Hendrix helped to 
kick off the StoryCorp project by honoring and 
introducing Herendeen for the evening Story-
Corp launch event at the Frank Theater, where 
Herendeen shared his extraordinary story of in-
trepidity, talent, and foresight as he created and 
developed the CATF more than three decades 
ago. The week after the Monday event saw 
Shepherd APST students, under the leadership 

of graduate student Renee Ritenour, conduct-
ing the 2021 StoryCorp project. Details about 
the Herendeen event can be found at www.
shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-speaks-story-
corps-project-to-host-october-11-event-with-
catfs-ed-herendeen/ while Shepherd Speaks 
student and community stories can be found 
at www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/shep-
herd-speaks-storycorps-project. ¾

Pictured left: Ed Herendeen

https://www.shepherd.edu/news/appalachian-writer-and-heritage-events-planned-september-24-october-1
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Shepherd University Center for Appalachian 
Studies and Communities Wins Grant for Teach-
er Institute. July 11-22, 2022, will bring teachers 
from across the state to Shepherd University to 
explore the Appalachian story and rich history 
of the region and state. Guest artists will be Si-
las House, Adam Booth, and Gretchen Laskas, as 
well as Shepherd scholars involved in the Appa-
lachian Studies program. Read about the West 
Virginia Humanities Council grant and the Voic-
es from the Misty Mountains Teacher Institute at 

www.shepherd.edu/news/shep-
herd-university-center-for-ap-
palachian-studies-and-commu-
nities-wins-west-virginia-hu-
manities-council-grant-to-sup-
port-summer-teacher-institute. ¾

Pictured right from l. to r. are 
Adam Booth and Silas House.

The Center for Appalachian Studies and Com-
munities partnered with the Harpers Ferry Park 
Association for two writing workshops on Oc-
tober 20 and 27, 2021, with award winning au-
thor Kathleen Ernst. The workshop was titled 
“Writing Into the Past: Crafting Historical Fic-
tion.” Workshop attendees participated both 
in-person and virtual, with Ernst and Shepherd 

University graduate in history Sam Zurbuch 
bringing the event to the community. Students 
from Appalachian Literature and Music classes 
participated, along with attendees from across 
the nation and from the Shepherdstown com-
munity. Ernst served this fall as writer-in-res-
idence for the Harpers Ferry Park Association. 
Her website is www.kathleenernst.com. ¾

Two Appalachian Studies students were induct-
ed into the International Honor Society Phi 
Beta Delta on November 11, 2021, at the Storer
Ballroom. Ellen Wade and Karen Spears Zach-
arias were nominated by the Center for Appal-
chian Studies and Communities for induction in 
the program, which was a virtual as well as an 
in-person event. The mission of the Shepherd 
Theta Epsilon Chapter is to “recognize and en-
courage professional, intellectual, and personal 
achievements in the field of international edu-
cation, international exchange, and internation-
alization. Zacharias and Wade were two of ten 

students from from Shep-
herd inducted during the 
ceremony, hosted by Dr. 
Aart Holtslag, Shepherd 
University chapter presi-
dent, and organized by Dr. 
Ann Marie Legreid, coordi-
nator and national board 
member for the honor society. Both Zacharias 
and Wade will be studying abroad in the spring 
at the University of the West of Scotland, with 
master’s theses and projects that involved inter-
national study and research. ¾

Plans for the 
Appalachian 
Radio Show 
are underway, under the direction of a cam-
pus-wide board. Appalachian Studies master’s 
student Bianca Ison, a communications major 
and expert in media, will bring the Appalachian 
Radio Show to the air waves. The concept for the 
Appalachian Radio Show was approved by the 
Appalachian Studies Board last fall, with Dr. Ben 
Bankhurst and Rachael Meads serving as direc-
tors/advisors for the informative weekly program 
Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. The show will be produced 
by the Center for Appalachian Studies and Com-
munities. ¾

Graduate and undergraduate students in Dr. 
Shurbutt’s Appalachian Literature class chose two 
lovely days in October to make the Appalachian 
Road-trip, the first since COVID hit the state in 
2020.  After studying the best writers in the re-
gion, the class followed a route that took then to 
the places that fed the stories and poems--Hawks 
Nest State Park for Laskas’s “The Miner’s Daugh-
ter,” the Beckley Coal Mine and Frontier exhibits 
for Silas House’s “A Parchment of Leaves,” the 
Culture Center, New River Bridge Park, Thurmond 
Railroad Park--all featured somehow in the stories 
and poetry the students read and discussed fall 
semester. ¾

Donna Joy M.A., 
completed her 
master’s thesis 
under the direc-
tion of Dr. Ben-
jamin Bankhurst: 
“Wizard’s Clip: An 
E x tra - ordinar y 
Truth or a Conve-
nient Lie.” ¾

Renee Ritenour 
M.A., completed 
her master’s thesis 
under the direction 
of Dr. Sylvia Bailey 
Shurbutt: “An Appal-
chian Story: Genera-
tional History of the 
West Virginia Arnett, 
Wells, Fisher, and 
Furbee Families.” ¾

Appalachian studies master’s theses, the first in the master’s program, can be read or 
downloaded from the archive link at the Center of Appalachian Studies and Communities  
webpage www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/center-newsletters

https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-center-for-appalachian-studies-and-communities-wins-west-v
https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-center-for-appalachian-studies-and-communities-wins-west-v
https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-center-for-appalachian-studies-and-communities-wins-west-v
https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-center-for-appalachian-studies-and-communities-wins-west-v
https://www.shepherd.edu/news/shepherd-university-center-for-appalachian-studies-and-communities-wins-west-v
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Appalachian Studies 
Courses

Appalachian Culture
APST 256/556 (Core 2nd Tier, Hum, MD)  
3 credits
Monday, 6:30-9:10 p.m.
Library 256, Meads

West Virginia and Appalachian Region
APST/HIST 309/509  
3 credits
Tuesday and Thursday 3:15-4:30 p.m.
Byrd Auditorium, Bankurst

Appalachian Literature
APST 358/558 (Core 2nd Tier, Hum, CK)  
3 credits
Monday, 5-6:15 p.m.
Byrd CHE 165, Shurbutt

West Virginia Politics and Social Activism
APST 400/500  
3 credits
Tuesday, 6-8:40 p.m.
Byrd CHE 165, Unger

Appalachian Studies Practicum
APST 476/576  
1-3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Independent Research
APST 601  
3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Thesis
APST 602 
3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Appalachian Studies Degree Programs 

Degree programs offered are Appalachian studies minor, graduate certificate, M.A. in 
Appalachian studies, and new Interdisciplinary B.A./B.S. degree in Appalachian Studies. 
Both the M.A. and B.A./B.S. degrees are part of the Celtic Roots Global Appalachia program 
which encourages student study abroad in lieu of the required electives in both programs. 
Institutions of higher education in both Ireland and Scotland are part of the program, with 
M.A. students able to leave the experience with two graduate degrees if they attend the 
University of the West of Scotland (UWS) M.A. in creative media studies and Shepherd M.A. 
in Appalachian studies). For information about these degree and non-degree programs, 
contact the Center Director Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, sshurbut@shepherd.edu, or drop by 
The Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities located in Scarborough 209. Details 
can also be found online.

www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/appalachian-studies-degree-programs

https://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/appalachian-studies-degree-programs
https://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/appalachian-studies-degree-programs

