
Minutes of the Core Curriculum Meeting 10/20/21 

Meeting recorded. 

In Attendance Jacqelyn Cole, Sytil Murphy, David Wing, Rhonda Hovatter, Timothy Nixon, James Tuttle, 

Stepahnie Slocum-Schaffer, Carol Goolsby, Tracy Seffers, Lindsey Levitan, Charles Hulse, Christy Wenger,  

Karen Adams, Karen Green, James Tuttle, Yanhong, David Gordan, Jason McKahan, Chris Coltrin, Rachel 

Carlson, Kyle Hoy. 

Approval of the minutes: 9/15/21 meeting.  M/S/A. 

Reports  

C & I:  None received. 

Core Subcommittee :  No report 

Core Assessment Subcommittee:  Assessment task force will be meeting with HLC.  

 Updated membership is complete and is located on Team site. 

2nd read.  English postponed until next meeting.  Documentation pending. 

 

1st read.  Proposal to add Global Studies 200, Tier Two Social Science. 

Question and rationale regarding the CORE category. Registrar reminded committee members 

of the limits on credit sharing between major requirements and Core (2 courses or 8 credits).  

Next order of business was presented by Dr. Cole.  Dr. Cole asked Dr. Murphy to act as chair during the 

discussion. 

Dr. Cole would like to develop a two semester sequence in forensic science to be used as a CORE 

substitution until such a time that they become CORE options.  Clarification from CORE 

subcommittee: that it has reviewed ‘blanket’ substitutions for courses that are already in the 

catalog, but was the subcommittee was uncomfortable making a decision in this case and 

thought it prudent to present the request from the CHEM dep’t to the entire CCC committee. 

Dr. Cole read statement.  Attached at the end of the minutes. 

Motion that non committee members are allowed to speak on subject. M/S/Approved. 

Dr. Bostic:  BA criminal justice w Forensic Concentration is growing.  Urges support.  30 -40 new 

students/semester.  

Dr. Li.  Read statement.  Attached at the end of the minutes. 

Dr. Cole provided responses to Dr. Li’s concerns. 

There was a discussion as to whether the CCC should be discussing this particular topic.  There 

was strong disagreement within the Chemistry department, as reflected in their dep’t minutes 

and in the statements read to CCC. 



Motion to table the discussion pending a departmental signed document on CORE form was 

presented to the committee. 

Further discussion provided clarification regarding the role of the CCC and accepted 

 practices of the committee. 

Modification to the original motion:  Move to deny the consideration of CHEM 299 until such a 

time as the Chemistry department articulates and approves its request for this committee. 

 M/S/9 Aye /2 Abstain/ 1 Nay.  Motion approved.   

Old Business:   

Chair Cole asked to postpone until the next meeting.  Agreed. 

Move to Adjourn/S/Approve. 

Meeting ended at 5:30 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Adams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement by Dr. Cole 

The chemistry department, and more specifically, me as the instructor of record for the proposed 

course, Fall semester CHEM 299A Forensic Science I and CHEM 299B Forensic Science I Lab, and Spring 

semester CHEM 299A Forensic Science II, and CHEM 299B Forensic Science II Lab, is seeking a 1 to 2 year 

substitution agreement from the Core Curriculum Committee to ensure that students taking the trial 

course will have this course sequence count as their Tier 1 Lab Sciences 8 credit sequence. 

Why is this course being proposed?  I graduated with a concentration in forensic science and it has 

always been a passion of mine to teach it.  Also, Dan DiLella as chair of chemistry sought to create a 



forensic science concentration within the major and I initially applied to be an assistant professor of 

forensic chemistry.  The sociology criminal justice program and I spoke extensively over the last year and 

summer discussing what lab science sequence would best serve their students.  Currently, there does 

not exist an interdisciplinary lab science sequence and they would need to take either biology, 

chemistry, environmental science, physics, or astronomy.  While these meet their needs for the liberal 

arts core here, they may not meet their needs once they enter their careers and need to understand 

how the sciences interact and merge in forensics. 

Why is this course not being added to the catalog?  Currently, chemistry has only offered CHEM 250 

Introduction to Forensic Science, which is a required course for the sociology criminal justice majors, 

and we believe this course needs to be taught as a trial 299 course before considering addition to the 

catalog, which would likely happen for the catalog year 2024-2025.  This gives the department time to 

create the appropriate assessment tools for the course as well as develop a lab sequence.  A textbook 

has already been decided upon. 

Why am I seeking a substitution agreement?  Unlike most of the core curriculum courses which are a 

single course of 3-4 credits and a semester long, lab science courses are 8 credits encompassing four 

separate course enrollments, two semesters, and 5 to 6 hours a week of class time.  Developing a course 

that would appear as only an elective course for the entire student body will yield low enrollment and 

set the course up for failure from the start. 

I have thought about four scenarios that could happen: 

Scenario A: We run the course as a 299 course as an elective.  We will likely have low enrollment and 

less enrollment in the second semester than the first.  Students and advisors will recognize that this 

course doesn’t count towards anything required and will choose other courses instead.  If this course 

does not end up in the core after two years, the students will have to take an additional 8 credit lab 

science sequence. 

Scenario B: We run the course as a 299 course with a guarantee from the core curriculum committee 

that it will be substituted for the students’ lab sciences core.  We should have good enrollment from not 

only sociology criminal justice majors but also other non-science majors who are interested in forensic 

science over the other lab science offerings. 

Scenario C: We run the course as a 299 course and have each student individually petition the core 

curriculum subcommittee.  Assuming 20-30 students take the course each year, that is 20-30 petitions 

that the subcommittee needs to work through.  And if the student petition doesn’t succeed, the 

students need to then take an additional 8 credits of a lab science. 

Scenario D: We filed the paperwork to create the course in the catalog and the paperwork to add the 

course to the core curriculum blindly.  If approved, the course should have good enrollment from 

sociology criminal justice majors and other non-science majors.  The catalog description and assessment 

paperwork may need to undergo revision in subsequent years as the course develops. 

Of these four scenarios, B with the substitution agreement, and D, with the full approval, present the 

best option for a successful course.  A, as an elective course, and C, requiring student petitions, present 

the least likely options for success and the greatest chances for the students to require an additional 8 

credits of lab sciences, and credits cost money and time. 



 

Statement by Dr. Li 

Dear Core Curriculum Committee Members: 

  

I am writing to you to report the issues regarding to the “Temporary (1-2 year) 

Course Substitution for CHEM 299 into the Lab Sciences Tier” of the Core 

Curriculum presented by Jacquelyn Cole who is also the Core Curriculum 

Committee Chair. 

  

1.     Only in the Oct. 12, 2021 department meeting, CHEM 299 was introduced 

to the Chemistry Department faculty as a substitute for the proposed Core 

Curriculum Tier 1 Lab Science Courses CHEM 260, 260L, 261, 261L 

Forensic Science I & II.  In the Oct. 12, 2021 department 

meeting, Department Chair Jacquelyn Cole allowed Dean Robert Warburton 

to repeatedly cut off my speaking made me unable to speak. Department 

Chair Jacquelyn Cole and Dean Robert Warburton ganged up together and 

used not honorable tactics and repeatedly harassed me in multiple 

department meetings this Fall 2021 semester, as recorded in the recordings 

of the meetings.   Chemistry Department faculty did not vote or approve 

to submit CHEM 299 to the Core Curriculum Committee. 

  

2.     Forensic science is a highly specialized applied science that must be 

built on the foundation of fundamental sciences in the Core Curriculum 

Tier 1 Lab Science.   Current CHEM 250 Introduction to Forensic 

Science has Prerequisites: One year of college-level science. Current CHEM 

350 Forensic Chemistry has Prerequisites: CHEM 315 (Organic Chemistry 

I).  Chair Jacquelyn Cole and Dean Robert Warburton failed to provide any 

examples of Forensic Science as Core Curriculum in reputable universities 

or colleges.  Fundamentally, Forensic Science cannot serve as the 

foundational sciences in the Core Curriculum. 

  

3.     The backdoor approach that Core Curriculum Chair Cole and Dean 

Warburton is seeking (“Temporary (1-2 year) Course Substitution for 

CHEM 299 into the Lab Sciences Tier” ) is unfair to the students, who 

would be deprived of a sound foundational experience of science, and 

likely would limit/harm their future career path. 

  

4.     Only after my extensive argument in the Oct. 19, 2021 Chemistry 

Department Meeting, Core Curriculum Committee Chair (also Chemistry 

http://catalog.shepherd.edu/search_advanced.php?cur_cat_oid=16&search_database=Search&search_db=Search&cpage=1&ecpage=1&ppage=1&spage=1&tpage=1&location=33&filter%5Bkeyword%5D=Forensic+Chemistry&filter%5Bexact_match%5D=1#tt4567


Department Chair) Cole agreed to provide the Oct. 20, 2021 Core 

Curriculum Committee Meeting time and zoom link to me and to the faculty. 

  

I would be glad to answer questions that you may have. 

  

  

Sincerely, 

  

Mengyang Li, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Shepherd University 

Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000 

mli@shepherd.edu 

  
 


