
Core Curriculum Committee  
Meeting Minutes for February 16th, 2022  

  
The Chair of the Committee, Dr. Jacqui Cole, began the Zoom-based meeting promptly at 4:10 p.m. 
Members who took part include: 

 
ACCT – Cindy Vance (P) 
BADM – Carol Goolsby (P) 
BIOL – Laura Robertson (P) 
CAT – Ally Christmas (P)  
CHEM – Jacqui Cole (P) 
CME – Karen Adams (P) 
COMM – Kevin Williams (Absent) 
ECON – Kyle Hoy (P) 
EDUC – JB Tuttle (P)  
EML – Tim Nixon (P) 

EPS – Sytil Murphy (P)  
HIST – David Gordon (P) 
Library – Yanhong Wang (P) 
MUSC – Rachel Carlson (P) 
NURS – Cara Burker (Absent) 
PSCI – Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer (P)  
PSYC – Lindsey Levitan (P) 
RSES – Rhonda Hovatter (P) 
SOCI – Charles Hulse (P) 
SOWK – Karen Green (P) 

  
Non-voting, ex officio members who took part include:  

 
Academic Support Center – Emily Gross (P) 
Assessment Task Force – Christy Wenger (P) 
C&I Chair – Michael Groves (Absent) 
Director Academic Advising – Christina Reich (P) 
FYEX – Shannon Holliday (Absent)  
Multicultural Student Affairs – Crystal Smiles-Tharp (Absent)  
Registrar – Tracy Seffers (Absent)  
Student Engagement – Rachael Meads (Absent)  
Student Success – Hannah Williams-McNamee (P) 
Student Representative – vacant   
Student Representative – vacant  
Website – Barbara Kandalis (Absent) 

 

I. Approval of the Minutes from the CCC Meeting on 11/17/2021. 
Dr. Sytil Murphy made a motion for the minutes to be accepted, and Dr. Stephanie Slocum-
Schaffer seconded it. There was no discussion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

II. Reports 

A. Dr. Michael Groves was not present and had not sent a written report for the 
Curriculum and Instruction Committee. 

B. Dr. Christy Wenger, in delivering a report for the Assessment Subcommittee, 
encouraged all members to submit materials to WEAVE and to spread the word to their 
departments and programs that assessment-related materials are due. 

C. Professor Karen Green had no report for the Course Substitution Subcommittee.  

III. Second Readings (none) 

IV. First Readings 

A. SPAN 485 – Change to the Spanish Capstone Class:  Dr. Timothy Nixon presented a 
proposal to the Committee that laid out the case for changing the Spanish Capstone 
course (SPAN 485) from a one-credit class to a three-credit class. The class had 
previously been grandfathered into the Core Curriculum, so the proposal included an 
assessment plan and rubrics. Drs. Slocum-Schaffer and Wenger both felt that the 



measurement for Ethical Practice should be set at 100% of students will submit work 
without plagiarizing. 

V. Request for Input in Advance of Proposals 

A. Dr. Rachel Carlson presented The School of Music’s idea for non-majors to perform in 
ensembles as a means of obtaining an Arts credit. Dr. Nixon encouraged the Music 
faculty to work with him, because their idea is very similar to English and Modern 
Languages did with ENGL 271 (Forms of Creative Writing). Drs. Cole, Murphy, Slocum-
Schaffer, and Ms. Emily Gross all posed questions about the idea and noted that 
students need to be clear on passing both portions of the course (i.e., the theory portion 
as well as the performance portion) but expressed enthusiasm for the course becoming 
part of the University’s Core. 

VI. Old Business 
A. Dr. Lindsey Levitan resumed the discussion of reinstating a computer literacy 

requirement for students, given the increase in reliance on technology for instruction. 
She suggested that a subcommittee be formed to move this issue forward. 

B. Dr. Cole noted that there is a lot of housekeeping to attend to regarding Core 
Curriculum Committee files, the Framework document, and the website. Dr. Karen 
Adams suggested that Dr. Cole start the process by sending out an email requesting 
input and help. 

VII. New Business 
A. Dr. Jason Best suggested the Core Curriculum Committee needs to have printed, hard-

copy files of all proposals, assessment plans, etc. The Committee members countered 
that that seems a preposterous waste of resources, and it’s unclear who would hold 
these volumes of paper. Dr. Wenger suggested WEAVE might be a better repository 
because accrediting agencies are not really coming to campuses anymore and pouring 
through reams of paper; they’re wanting to access information online. 

B. Dr. Cole informed the membership that there is some ambiguity in this committee’s 
reporting requirements. The Constitution of Shepherd University states, “Changes to the 
curriculum that are passed by 2/3-majority vote in committee shall be forwarded to the 
appropriate body,” but who that “appropriate body” is is not clear. 

C. Dr. Cole also raised the question of whether the Committee should have an Assistant 
Chair. Even though Dr. Murphy acknowledged it was a good idea, no definitive action 
was taken. 

D. Dr. Chiquita Howard-Bostic addressed the Committee and asked about a 2+2 proposal 
for a Forensics major that’s currently under development. She posed the question 
whether Capstone and/or Writing-in-the-Major credits could be transferred in. Much 
discussion ensued. Drs. Adams, Levitan, and Slocum-Schaffer, and Ms. Gross interjected 
questions and concerns. Dr. Slocum-Schaffer quoted from the Framework to note that it 
specifies students must have senior standing for the Capstone class, so that issue seems 
to be settled. Dr. Cole suggested that Dr. Howard-Bostic might want to return to a later 
meeting to resume the conversation regarding the Writing-in-the-Major issue. 

 
The meeting ended at 5:10 p.m. 


