
Core Curriculum Committee  
Meeting Minutes for March 23, 2022  

  
The Chair of the Committee, Dr. Jacqui Cole, began the Zoom-based meeting promptly at 4:10 p.m. 
Members who took part include: 
 

ACCT – Cindy Vance (P) 
BADM – Carol Goolsby (P) 
BIOL – Laura Robertson (P) 
CAT – Ally Christmas (P)  
CHEM – Jacqui Cole (P) 
CME – Karen Adams (Absent) 
COMM – Kevin Williams (Absent) 
ECON – Kyle Hoy (P) 
EDUC – JB Tuttle (Absent)  
EML – Tim Nixon (P) 

EPS – Sytil Murphy (P)  
HIST – David Gordon (P) 
Library – Yanhong Wang (P) 
MUSC – Rachel Carlson (P) 
NURS – Cara Burker (Absent) 
PSCI – Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer (P)  
PSYC – Lindsey Levitan (P) 
RSES – Rhonda Hovatter (Absent) 
SOCI – Charles Hulse (P) 
SOWK – Karen Green (Absent) 

  
Non-voting, ex officio members who took part include:  
 
Academic Support Center – Emily Gross (P – Entered the meeting at 4:45 p.m.) 
Assessment Task Force – Christy Wenger (P) 
C&I Chair – Michael Groves (Absent) 
Director Academic Advising – Christina Reich (Absent) 
FYEX – Shannon Holliday (P)  
Multicultural Student Affairs – Crystal Smiles-Tharp (Absent)  
Registrar – Tracy Seffers (Absent)  
Student Engagement – Rachael Meads (Absent)  
Student Success – Hannah Williams-McNamee (P) 
Student Representative – vacant   
Student Representative – vacant  
Website – Barbara Kandalis (Absent) 
 
Guest(s) present:  Chiquita Howard-Bostic  
 

I. Approval of the Minutes from the CCC Meeting on 2/16/2022. 
Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer made a motion for the minutes to be accepted, and Dr. Sytil 
Murphy seconded it. There was no discussion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

II. Reports 
A. Dr. Michael Groves was not present and had not sent a written report for the 

Curriculum and Instruction Committee. 
B. Dr. Christy Wenger, in delivering a report for the Assessment Subcommittee, 

encouraged all members to submit materials to WEAVE and to spread the word to their 
departments and programs that assessment-related materials are due. Reviews are 
being conducted for the assessments submitted.  

C. Professor Karen Green was not present and had not sent a written report for the Course 
Substitution Subcommittee.  

III. Second Readings   
A. SPAN 485 - Change the Spanish capstone class from a one-credit to a three-credit 

course. Dr. Nixon presented the second reading and stated that he made the 



recommended change of setting the measurement for Ethical Practice to “100% of 
students will submit work without plagiarizing”.  Dr. Sytil Murphy made a motion to 
accept the credit hour change for SPAN 485, and Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer 
seconded it. There was no discussion. Motion passed.  

B. THEA 324 – Add Black Theatre Survey into the Core Curriculum in support of the 
Multiculturalism & Diversity (MD) and Creative Thinking (CT) competencies. Professor 
Christmas presented the second reading.  Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer recommended 
a change in the rubric used for assessing multi-culturalism and diversity; she 
recommended using the AACU Intercultural Knowledge and Competence VALUE rubric 
to select one of the criteria for the assignments to assess the competency.  She stated 
that the same assignments may be used for the selected criteria to measure the 
competencies.  Dr. Sytil Murphy made a motion to add the course to the core 
curriculum with a change to the rubric for competency measurement.  Dr. Laura 
Robertson seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Dr. Jacqui Cole asked Professor 
Christmas to have Professor kb saine to send the assessment changes to either her or 
Dr. Stephanie Slocum-Schaffer to review.   

IV. First Readings 
A. MUSC 101 + MUEN – Add performance in ensembles into the Core Curriculum to satisfy 

the Tier 2 Arts requirement for non-music majors by completing MUSC 101 Foundations 
of Musicianship (2.0) and performing in one student ensemble MUEN 1xx or 3xx (1.0).  
Dr. Rachel Carlson presented the first reading. This would be a 2-credit course plus a lab.  
No concerns mentioned, but it was recommended that Dr. Kurtis Adams meet with 
Tracy Seffers, Registrar, to make sure that there are not any issues with this offering as 
presented. Dr. Carlson noted that students would be encouraged to enroll concurrently 
in MUSC 101 and the chosen ensemble, MUEN XXX. However, students will be allowed 
to complete these requirements independently of each other should the situation 
necessitate.  

VI. Old Business 
A. Dr. Cole recommended a working group be established to discuss having a computer 

literacy requirement for students, which was brought forth by Dr. Lindsey Levitan.  The 
following committee members volunteered to be on the working group:  Professor Carol 
Goolsby, Ms. Shannon Holiday, Ms. Yanhong Wang, and Dr. Levitan.  Dr. Murphy stated 
that she would try to find a representative from STEM.    

B. Dr. Cole noted that there is a lot of housekeeping to attend to regarding Core 
Curriculum Committee files, the Framework document, and the website. She asked for 
volunteers for a working group.  Dr. Rachel Carlson volunteered to assist.   

C. Dr. Cole stated the need to have bylaws for the Core Curriculum committee.  She asked 
for volunteers for a working group.  No one volunteered.  Dr. Cole stated that she would 
discuss again at the next meeting.   

D. Dr. Chiquita Howard-Bostic addressed the Committee again in reference to the 
transferability of credits to satisfy Shepherd’s Writing-in-the-Major requirement from a 
2+2 Forensics’ major that is in development with Blue Ridge Community College.  Dr. 
Howard-Bostic provided a draft of a syllabus for the Blue Ridge Community College 
course that was being considered for articulation for Shepherd’s Writing-in-the-Major 
requirement. Dr. Nixon stated that he did not have time to review the documents that 
had been uploaded the day before the meeting. Dr. Nixon stated that the syllabi 
requirements for the Writing-in-the-Major must match the Core Curriculum framework 
document that requires reviews, corrections, and resubmissions of written documents 



to focus on the writing process for the development writing skills. Ms. Holliday stated 
that, if approved, this would be handled as an articulation not a substitution.  Discussion 
continued with members asking if other departments had articulation agreements for 
Writing-in-the-Major courses and if approving this articulation would set a precedent for 
other Writing-in-the-Major courses.  Dr. Cole stated that she would talk with Tracy 
Seffers about this issue and report back to the committee in April.  Dr. Cole asked all 
members to review the uploaded syllabus for the next meeting.      
 

VII. New Business 
A. Dr. Cole stated that Math 101 will not be removed from the Core Curriculum.   

 
The meeting ended at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Dr. Cindy Vance  
Acct Dept Representative 


