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This spring inaugurated the newest addition to 
the Center for Appalachian Studies and Communi-
ties—the Voices from Appalachia Radio Show. The 
radio show airs Saturday mornings at 11:30 a.m. on 
WSHC. The show features personalities and indi-
viduals working in the arts, the environment, busi-
ness, and education with the common goal of con-
tributing to West Virginia and the region and telling 
the Appalachian story. Bianca Ison is the host and 
senior editor for the show, while Bryan Staggers is 
the announcer. Both are talented Shepherd Univer-
sity graduate students in the Appalachian Studies 
program. The Center functions as the show’s pro-
ducer, with Dr. Shurbutt at the helm and Rachael 
Meads, assistant director of student engagement, 
and Dr. Ben Bankhurst, associate professor of his-
tory, as principal faculty advisors and co-directors. 

The show has been several years in the making 
from conception to the initial show on April 4, 
2022, with Dr. Ben Bankhurst being one of the driv-
ing forces in its conception. A board oversees and 
offers input to the radio show—Jeff Groff, professor 
of physics, chair, Department of Environmental and 
Physical Sciences, and Appalachian studies board 
member; Mike McGough, general manager WSHC; 
Cecelia Mason, staff writer in University Com-
munications; Karen Rice, director of the Lifelong 
Learning Program and continuing education; Jody 
Brumage, archivist at the Robert C. Byrd Center 
for Congressional History and Education; Dr. Ben 
Martz, dean, College of Business and Appalachian 
studies board member; plus Shurbutt, Bankhurst, 
Meads, and Ison.  ¾

Voices from Appalachia Radio Show 
premieres April 4

https://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/voices-from-appalachia-radio-show

The Nature Conservancy of West Virginia 
presents programs to Shepherd students and 
the community
The Center for Appalachian Studies and 
Communities, in partnership with the 
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional 
History and Education, the Department 
of Environmental and Physical Sciences, 
Shepherd’s Lifelong Learning Program, and 
community member John Depree brought 
The Nature Conservancy of West Virginia’s 
Mike Powell, director of lands, and Thomas 
Minney, executive director, to Shepherd for 
a two-part program on February 28: “Re-
storing an Iconic West Virginia Ecosystem” 
and “Resiliency in Appalachia: Conservation, Climate, and Community Action.” Powell and Minney, a Shep-
herd graduate, talked about global warming, the effects of climate change on resiliency corridors through 
Appalachia, and the spruce tree habitat, home to one of the most diverse ecosystems on the planet. ¾  

Read about The Nature Conservancy’s work and the Shepherd presentation at  
www.shepherd.edu/news/the-nature-conservancy-to-make-two-february-28-presentations- 
at-shepherd-university/.
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University of the West of Scotland Dean for North America visits Shepherd to  
explore study-abroad opportunities

Students in the spring 2021 Global Appalachia Celt-
ic Roots APST430/530 course finally completed 
the study tour that accompanies the course, which 
looked at the history, literature, and culture of Scot-
land and Celtic England. The travel component of 
the course was delayed by COVID-19 twice, finally 
taking 20 students and community members on 
June 13 to the English Lakes, the Scottish Highlands 
and Orkney Islands, the Yorkshire Moors, and Lon-
don. The group returned on June 25 after an adven-

ture in search of their Celtic roots and the story of 
the Scottish Highlands. 

Students and community members on the ad-
venture included Appalachian studies graduate 
students Caitlin Barker and Bland Campbell; Re-
becca and Mike Calloway; Jan and Jim Stevens; 
Ellen Wade;  Karen and Tim Zacharias; Susan and 
Miriam Thompson; Shepherd undergraduate stu-
dents Chloe Johnson, Scout Purdy, Sarah Seibert, 
and Sikara Soekel; and community members Mark 

Arnold, Mel Davis, Kenna Hambel, and Kathryn Ray; 
and Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, who led the High-
lands tour. 

The 2023 Celtic Roots Global Appalachia study 
tour will explore historic Ireland, the Easter Rebel-
lion, and the Ulster Irish (Appalachians), as well as 
the Cornish Coast of King Arthur’s Camelot. Allies 
for Appalachia and students in the program will re-
ceive preference for the 2023 study tour (capped at 
20 travelers). ¾

Celtic Roots Study Tour at long last makes its way to the Highlands

Pictured far left: Students 
toasting themselves in 
Grasmere. Top row, left: 
Scottish Boarderlands; 
middle: 1746 Culloden 
Battlefield, which marked 
one of the most profound 
years of the Scottish 
Diaspora; right: Standing 
Stones of Stenness of the 
Orkneys. Bottom row, left: 
Celtic Roots travelers at 
Dove Cottage; right: Caw-
dor (Macbeth’s) Castle 
near Inverness.

Dr. David Fearn from the University of the 
West of Scotland (UWS) visited Shepherd 
University in February to further develop 
the Shepherd/UWS study abroad partner-
ship. Dr. Fearn, UWS Dean for North Ameri-
ca, toured Shepherd’s campus and met with 
professors from various disciplines to talk 
about student exchanges and study abroad 
at UWS. With campuses in Ayr and Paisley, 
both suburbs of Glasgow, UWS is one of 
the significant media and theatre hubs of 
Europe. Several of Shepherd’s Appalachian 
studies graduate students have studied at 
UWS for the past several years, taking full 
advantage of the partnership Shepherd has 

with UWS for student study abroad oppor-
tunities, utilizing the Appalachian studies 
graduate certificate as the first module for 
the master’s in creative media practice at 
UWS. Shepherd is also excited to receive 
students from Scotland studying a semes-
ter in West Virginia, a topic of discussion 
with Dr. Fearn. Graduate students who have 
selected the UWS study abroad option can 
waive the required electives for the Shep-
herd master’s degree, off-setting the cost of 
study abroad. The new interdisciplinary Ap-
palachian studies B.S./B.A. has this flexible 
option for study abroad as well. ¾ Pictured (l. to r.) are Dr. Ann Legreid, Dr. David Fearn, Dr. Sylvia 

Bailey Shurbutt, and Dr. Sam Greene.

To learn more about the Shepherd/University of the West of Scotland partnership,  
visit www.shepherd.edu/news/representative-from-university-of-the-west-of-scotland-visits-campus/
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Select teachers from across West Virginia joined 
Misty Mountains scholars and artists for Shepherd’s 
first West Virginia Humanities Council Teacher In-
stitute and the sixth Misty Mountains Institute, 
originally funded through the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, the West Virginia Governor’s 
BRIDGE grant, and now the West Virginia Human-
ities Council. This summer’s Teacher Institute of-
fered West Virginia teachers and graduate students 
an array of experiences and experts who told the 
story of West Virginia and Appalachia through art, 
literature, music, and history. Among the experts 
were George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of 
the Civil War Director Dr. James Broomall, Center 

for Appalachian Studies and Communities Director 
Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, musicologist Rachael 
Meads, novelists Silas House and Gretchen Moran 
Laskas, and storyteller Adam Booth.

The two-week Institute brought together cross-dis-
ciplined teachers from different grade levels and 
different parts of the region, including Caitlin Bark-
er (8th grade social science teacher, Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia), Vada Boback (kindergarten teach-
er from Pocahontas County, West Virginia), Todd 
Cimino-Johnson (business/West Virginia history 
teacher, Blue Ridge Community and Technical Col-
lege), Jacqulynn Clark (student teacher, Cumber-

land, Maryland), Tammy Donahue (gifted instruc-
tor, Beckley, West Virginia), ELA teacher Jocelynn 
Wolfe (English language arts teacher, Martinsburg, 
West Virginia), media teacher Ned MacFadden (me-
dia teacher, Montgomery County, Maryland), Melis-
sa Skidmore (English language arts teacher, Ridge-
ley, West Virginia), Bryan Staggers (media/drama 
teacher and grad student), Kendra Sullivan (English 
language arts and social studies teacher, Winfield, 
West Virginia), and Ben Trogdon (Fit4Kids teacher, 
Henrico, Virginia). The teachers shared projects on 
the final day of the Institute, and each received a 
$700 stipend for expenses, professional develop-
ment, and classroom resources. ¾

Voices from the Misty Mountains Teacher Institute runs July 11-22

Pictured left; Teacher Vada Boback with Dr. Broomall at Antietam Battlefield 
for the “Soldier’s Story” field trip following the discussion of Cold Mountain. 
Pictured above: Storer College/Harpers Ferry field trip with Dr. Shurbutt. 
Pictured right: Institute finale program with master storyteller Adam Booth.

The Shepherd University Foundation and the Center 
for Appalachian Studies and Communities received 
a $10,000 grant from the West Virginia Humanities 
Council to support the Appalachian Heritage Writ-
er-in-Residence (AHWIR) project and Appalachian 
Heritage Writer’s Award. 

Award-winning writer Barbara Kingsolver will serve 
as 2022 AHWIR and the One Book One West Vir-
ginia author. Kingsolver began working with the 
AHWIR committee in April to complete fiction com-
petition duties and an interview for the Appalachian 
Heritage project website and 2023 anthology. At the 
end of September, Kingsolver will participate in AH-
WIR events and will receive the Appalachian Heri-
tage Writer’s Award for her writing and her activism. 

Kingsolver was raised in Kentucky and lived for a 
time in the Congo, where her parents served in the 
public health field. She attended DePauw University 
on a piano scholarship, but graduated with a science 
degree. After a year living in Europe, she settled in 
Tucson, Arizona, where she earned a master’s de-
gree in ecology and evolutionary biology from the 
University of Arizona. Kingsolver worked as a free-
lance science writer for the university, going on to 
become an established freelance writer. She pub-
lished her first novel “The Bean Trees” in 1988. After 
a year in the Canary Islands, Kingsolver returned 

to the U.S., becoming a full-time writer, publishing 
books such as “Homeland and Other Stories” (1989), 
“Animal Dreams” (1990), and “Pigs in Heaven” 
(1993). Her writing interests center on the dynam-
ics of family, social justice, the environment, and the 
outcasts of society who struggle against powerful 
patriarchal forces that control our destinies.

While these early novels were skillfully written and 
award-winning publications, the success of “The 
Poisonwood Bible,” published in 1998, pushed King-
solver into the top-tier of American writers, the 
book remaining on the bestseller list for more than 
a year and becoming an Oprah Book Club selection. 
The title won the National Book Prize of South Afri-
ca and was shortlisted for both Pulitzer and PEN/
Faulkner awards. In 2000, she was awarded the Na-
tional Humanities Medal by President Clinton, and 
in 2010 “The Lacuna” won the prestigious Orange 
Prize for Fiction in Britain. Other fiction awards in-
clude the James Beard Award, the Edward Abbey 
EcoFiction Award, Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the Library of Virginia, and the Dayton Literary 
Peace Prize among others. Kingsolver’s essay col-
lections include “High Tide in Tucson” (1995) and 
“Small Wonder” (2002); her poetry has been col-
lected in “Another America” (1992) and “How to Fly” 
(2020), with nonfiction works including “Holding 
the Line, Women in the Great Arizona Mine Strike” 

and “Animal, Vegetable, Miracle,” the latter written 
with her husband Steven Hopp and daughter Ca-
mille. Recent novels set in Appalachia are “Prodigal 
Summer” (2000), “Flight Behavior” (2012), and “Un-
sheltered” (2018). Kingsolver’s next novel, “Demon 
Copperhead,” will be published by Faber this fall. 
Today, Kingsolver lives with her family on a farm in 
Washington County, Virginia. ¾

The Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities receives Humanities Council 
grant for AHWIR events with Barbara Kingsolver

For more about AHWIR and the schedule of events, visit www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/kingsolver/
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Spring/Summer newsmakers from the  
Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities

Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt’s (pictured left) book “Silas House, Exploring an Appalachian Writer’s Work” 
(UK 2021) has been nominated for the South Atlantic Modern Language Association 2021 Book Award. 
The awards will be presented in Jacksonville at the annual SAMLA Conference in November 2022. ¾

For information about the book, visit www.shepherd.edu/news/dr-sylvia-bailey-shurbutt-edits-
co-authors-book-on-silas-house/. 

West Virginia and Appalachian region 
history (APST 309/HIST 309/509) 
Professor Benjamin Bankhurst (pic-
tured left) was awarded a spring facul-
ty sabbatical to study and work in the 
United Kingdom. Dr. Bankhurst and 
his family lived and worked in England 
where he completed research. Dr. 
Bankhurst’s Scottish Diaspora course 
will soon be on the Appalachian stud-
ies roster of graduate and undergrad 
courses. ¾

Rebecca Calloway (pictured left) completed her Appalachian studies master’s thesis, “Appalachian 
Foodways and Resiliency in Noxubee County, Mississippi,” this spring, an honors thesis for her excep-
tional writing and research, and the thoroughness of her work. Rebecca and her husband Mike were 
intrepid travelers on the Celtic Roots Highlands tour in June. ¾

To see Rebecca’s thesis, go to the Appalachian studies website at www.shepherd.edu/appala-
chian/center-newsletters. 

The Center for Appalachian Studies 
and Communities hosted an art exhibit 
featuring the painting of Dr. Chiquita 
Howard-Bostic. Howard-Bostic’s art 
celebrated the physical and spiritual 
bodies of Black women and their con-
tributions to history and culture. Artist 
Mike Mendez curated the show. ¾
To view the April 4 program and How-
ard-Bostic’s extraordinary art, see 
the Appalachian studies newsletter 
archive at www.shepherd.edu/appa-
lachian/center-newsletters.

Karen Spears Zacharias and Ellen Wade finished the Shepherd M.A. while studying abroad at the Univer-
sity of the West of Scotland (UWS) this spring. Zacharias and Wade both walk away with two master’s 
degrees, one in creative media practice from UWS and the other in Appalachian studies. ¾

Zacharias’ thesis, “A Soul to Save, the Tragic Story of Carrie Buck,” is available on the Appalachian 
studies website at www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/center-newsletters.

Pictured (l. to r.) are Ellen Wade, West Virginia Poet Laureate Marc Harshman,  
and Karen Spears Zacharias. 

Pictured above: Air by Dr. Chiquita 
Howard-Bostic.
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Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence Barbara Kingsolver (pictured right) 
wrote story reviews for the six finalists in the West Virginia Fiction Competition, two 
of whom were products of the Shepherd University Creative Writing Program: James 
Frye and Carter Warhurst. 

Noche Gauthier is a sixteen-year-old dual enrollment student who is planning to be an 
Appalachian studies interdisciplinary major. The competition is structured as “blind,” 
with submissions coming from across the state and the finalists’ stories to be read and 
critiqued by the current year’s Appalachian Heritage Writer-in-Residence. 

There were six finalists this year:
• Pat Donohoe’s “Close Up and Far Away,” Shepherdstown, West Virginia
• Noche Gauthier’s “Hymnals,” Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
• Kassidy Jordan’s “Falling,” Point Pleasant, West Virginia
• Lisa Taka Younis’ “Lambs,” Shepherdstown, West Virginia
• Carter Warhurst’s “Junior’s Home,” Shepherdstown, West Virginia
• James Frye’s “Blackwater,” Shenandoah Junction, West Virginia
• Judges’ Choice: Nadia Madenspacher’s “The Cliff,”  

Berkeley County, West Virginia

West Virginia Fiction Competition winners will be announced at the Scarborough 
Lecture and Keynote on September 29. ¾

Appalachian studies graduate students Bryan Staggers (far left) 
and Bianca Ison (left) helped launch the new Appalachian studies 
radio show, Voices from Appalachia. Staggers serves as announc-
er for the show, while Ison conducts interviews and manages the 
show as senior editor. Their work can be heard at the radio archive 
or each Saturday at 11:30 a.m. on WSHC Public Radio. ¾

www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/voices-from-appalachia-radio-show

Denise Giardina was part of a Mine Wars program series host-
ed by the Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities in 
celebration of the centennial for the Charles Town Trials ending 
the Mine Wars. 

Giardina was part of a panel discussion arranged by historian 
Doug Estepp on April 30 in the Robert C. Byrd Center for Con-
gressional History and Education auditorium. ¾

Pictured left: Denise Giardina with Ed Herendeen at a 2018 NEH 
Misty Mountains event at the Contemporary American Theater 
Festival.

Interview with Giardina on Voices from Appalachia Radio Show: www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/voices-from-appalachia-radio-show

Centennial series: www.shepherd.edu/news/events-planned-april-22-may-13-to-commemorate-100th-anniversary-of-mine-war-treason-trials/
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Appalachian Studies 
Fall 2022 Courses

Music and Ethnomusicology
APST 343/543 (Core 2nd Tier, Hum, Arts)  
3 credits
Monday, 6:30-9:10 p.m.
Library 256, Meads

West Virginia and Appalachian Region
APST/HIST 309-01  
3 credits
Tuesday and Thursday 9:35-10:50 a.m.
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History 
and Education auditorium

Appalachian Literature
APST 358/558 (Core 2nd Tier, Hum, CK)  
3 credits
Monday and Wednesday, 5-6:15 p.m.
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History 
and Education 165, Shurbutt

Appalachian Studies Practicum
APST 476/576  
1-3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Independent Research
APST 601  
3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Appalachian Thesis
APST 602 
3 credits
TBA Shurbutt

Appalachian Studies Degree Programs 

Degree programs offered are Appalachian studies minor, graduate certificate, M.A. in Appala-
chian studies, and new Interdisciplinary B.A./B.S. degree in Appalachian Studies. Both the M.A. 
and B.A./B.S. degrees are part of the Celtic Roots Global Appalachia program which encourages 
student study abroad in lieu of the required electives in both programs. Institutions of higher 
education in both Ireland and Scotland are part of the program, with M.A. students able to leave 
the experience with two graduate degrees if they attend the University of the West of Scotland 
(UWS) M.A. in creative media studies and Shepherd M.A. in Appalachian studies). For information 
about these degree and non-degree programs, contact the Center Director Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shur-
butt, sshurbut@shepherd.edu, or drop by The Center for Appalachian Studies and Communities 
located in Scarborough 209. Details can also be found online.

www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/appalachian-studies-degree-programs


