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The new academic year has proven so far 
to be an exciting and invigorating time 
for Shepherd University and the School 
of Music. We returned to full operations 

and we again welcomed audiences to the 

Frank Center Theater and other University 

performance venues for a full season of live 

music. Shepherd students are enjoying the 

benefits of in-person learning and all that 

our amazing University has to offer.  

The School of Music is first and foremost 

a community of learners dedicated to 

studying the art and craft of music. 

Our faculty are committed to providing 

students with the highest quality education 

that is centered fully on the undergraduate 

experience.  ¾

—Kurtis Adams, D.M.A.

The Scott Beard Internship 
with Friends of Music, Inc. 
The Friends of Music provides an 
internship opportunity every semester for 
one music major from Shepherd University 
School of Music. Students interested in 
arts administration can gain hands-on 
experience for one or two semesters. 
Duties include assisting with contracts, 
concert management, box office, filing 
and archiving records, and learning about 
budgeting and fundraising. Thanks to 
the support of the Eastern West Virginia 
Community Foundation’s Detlev and Mary 
Ellen Pressler Fund for the Arts, Music, 

Friends of Music President Judy Jones, 2022-23 intern 
Sianna King, and FOM administrator Sherry Sykes.

Design and Nature, and the Nora Roberts 
Foundation, the Friends of Music is able to 
provide the intern with a small stipend 
each semester while providing oversight 
from the FOM Administrator. 

From the Director
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The Shepherd University School of 
Music was thrilled to present a special 
Salon Series concert event featuring 
Grammy Award-winning Native 
American flutist Mary Youngblood, on 
Thursday, November 3, in the Frank 
Arts Center Theater. 

Youngblood, who is half Seminole 
and half Aleut, is the first woman 
to professionally record the Native 
American flute. She has been awarded 
three Native American Music Awards, 
being the first female artist to win 
“Flutist of the Year,” which she won in 
both 1999 and 2000, as well as winning 
“Best Female Artist” in 2000. She is 
also the first Native American woman 
to have received a Grammy Award for 
Best Native American Music Album, 
and the first Native American woman 
to have won two Grammys, the first for 
Beneath the Raven Moon in 2002 and 
Dance with the Wind in 2006. 

In 2007, Mary Youngblood composed 
and played the flute music on the 
soundtrack for documentary film, “The 
Spirit of Sacajawea.” 

With six unique and accomplished 

albums under her belt, Mary owns over 
250 hand-carved Native American-style 
flutes in her collection and uses a wide 
variety of them throughout every 
one of her albums. Each of her flutes 
is masterfully crafted from different 
types of wood, bringing a unique 
sound and texture to each song.  

When Mary performs, it takes only 
a moment to acknowledge the 
profound spirituality of the sacred 
Native American flute and its historical 
courtship and wooing attributes. Her 
haunting music is much more than a 
song...it’s liquid poetry, a prayer.  

Mary Youngblood takes little credit 
for the intense emotions people feel 
when they listen to her music. “I am 
only a vessel between Creator and this 
instrument. As a sculptor would tell 
you, the clay has a spirit of its own and 
decides what it will become; so it is 
with the flute. These songs came from 
those who walked before me.”  

Youngblood’s performance at 
Shepherd was made possible through 
the generous support of the Mid 
Atlantic Arts Foundation. ¾

Mary Youngblood comes to Shepherd

Mary Youngblood, right, performs on indigenous flute, 

accompanied on drums by Shepherd School of Music 

alumnus and Program Assistant Anthony Stoika.

The School of Music is proud 
to welcome new faculty to 
our team this year! 
Dr. Steven Grives is visiting assistant 

professor of music and director of choral 

activities at Shepherd University for 

the 2022-23 academic year. A native of 

New York, Dr. Grives holds a D.M.A. in 

choral literature and conducting from the 

University of Colorado, a M.M. in choral 

conducting from the University of Maine, 

and a B.A. in music from Bowdoin College. 

Dr. Grives has over 20 years of experience 

conducting college and university choirs. 

Prior to coming to Shepherd University, Dr. 

Grives served as interim director of choral 

activities at Augustana University in Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota, visiting choral artist 

at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and 

visiting associate professor and director 

of choral ensembles at DePaul University. 

While at DePaul, Dr. Grives prepared 

choruses for performances with the 

Chicago Sinfonietta, Illinois Philharmonic, 

and the DePaul Symphony Orchestra. 

New Faculty
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From 2003-2012, Dr. Grives served as 

associate professor and director of choral 

activities at South Dakota State University 

(SDSU) where he conducted the concert 

choir and Statesmen, taught conducting 

and methods, and administered the choral 

program. Under his direction, SDSU choirs 

performed at national, regional, and state 

conferences, and toured internationally 

and nationally. 

Dr. Grives served on the editorial board 

of Choral Journal, and as a regular 

contributor to American Choral Directors 

Association’s (ACDA) ChoralNet blog. He 

has served as a repertoire and resource 

chair for College/University Choirs, Tenor/

Bass Choirs, and Music in Worship at 

the regional and state levels. His articles 

on choral performance practice have 

been published in Choral Journal and 

the International Choral Bulletin, and 

he has presented interest and reading 

sessions at national, regional, and 

state ACDA conferences. He is active 

as a guest conductor, clinician, and 

adjudicator. 

Dr. Erica Rumbley serves as a clinical 

faculty member in music history and 

collaborative piano. She received a Ph.D. 

in musicology and master’s degrees in 

musicology and piano, from the University 

of Kentucky. Prior to coming to Shepherd 

University, she instructed courses and 

served as a collaborative pianist at both 

Boyce College in Louisville, Kentucky, and 

Ningxia University in Yinchuan, China. 

Dr. Rumbley has published in the 

Journal of American Music and 

presented papers and lecture recitals 

at numerous College Music Society 

and American Musicological Society 

conferences. Her research interests 

include 19th and 20th century American 

music, as well as Chinese piano music 

and the composer Zhang Zhao. 

She is also beginning a study of the 

therapeutic uses of music with refugee 

and underprivileged populations. As 

a pianist, Dr. Rumbley has performed 

widely as a collaborative artist and a 

soloist, and she takes great joy in the act 

of making music with others. 

Dr. Stefan Swanson serves as 

assistant professor of music theory, 

composition, and techonology. He is 

a film and concert composer who has 

scored over 50 films, including Gun Hill 

Road and Premature. His music has 

been heard on HBO, Cinemax, NBC, 

and BET, and the Sundance, Tribeca, 

and Cannes film festivals. He has 

written over 60 compositions for the 

concert hall, including commissions 

from the Ashland Symphony Orchestra, 

Harmonium Choral Society, and Lakeland 

College. His scores to the feature-length 

documentary Escaping Fed (Roulez Films) 

and the feature-length dark comedy Hard 

Laughter can be found streaming on 

Amazon. 

Dr. Swanson holds a Ph.D. in music 

composition from Rutgers University, and 

earned his master’s degree from New 

York University’s scoring for film and 

multimedia program where he studied 

composition with Ira Newborn. He 

is a recipient of the Susan and Ford 

Schumann Award, the Film Music Museum 

Award, and the Singing City Prize, and 

has studied with Grawemeyer Award 

and Charles Ives Living Award-winning 

composer George Tsontakis as well as 

Pulitzer Prize runner-up Charles Fussell. 
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We were happy to share the artistry and 

musicianship of our talented faculty and 

students with large live audiences this fall. 

On Friday, October 14, the Shepherd 

University Jazz Ensemble, under the 

direction of Dr. Kurtis Adams, presented a 

great evening of jazz, featuring works by 

Robert Curnow, Sy Oliver, George Gershwin, 

Carl Fischer, Phil Wilson, Gordon Goodwin, 

and Neal Hefti.  

Shepherd University’s voice faculty 

gave a recital at the Washington County 

Museum of Fine Arts on Sunday, 

October 16, presenting songs from 

19th and 20th century European and 

American composers. Soprano Morgan 

Brower, baritone Bobb Robinson, and 

baritone Robert Tudor performed with 

pianist and collaborative artist, Dr. Yu-

Hsuan Liao, Shepherd University School of 

Music director of keyboard studies.  

The Shepherd University Chamber Singers 

and Camerata, under the direction of Dr. 

Steven Grives, gave a fabulous fall concert 

on Friday, October 28, featuring works 

by Gabriel Faure, Lita Grier, Eleanor Daley, 

B.E. Boykin, Gerald Finzi, Jacob Arcadelt, 

William Hawley, Shireen Abu-Khader, 

Ysaye M. Barnwell, and more. 

Shepherd Jazz Combos, under the 

direction of Kevin Pace and Kelton Norris, 

presented a recital in W. H. Shipley 

Recital Hall on Thursday, November 10. 

On Saturday, November 12, the Masterworks 

Chorale, under the direction of Dr. Steven 

Grives, presented Handel’s beloved oratorio 

Messiah (Part I) along with Mozart’s Ave 
verum corpus. 

On Monday, November 14, in the Frank 

Arts Center McCoy Rehearsal Hall, there 

was percussion ensemble and studio music 

recital under the direction of adjunct music 

professor Dr. Steven Owen. Percussion 

ensemble performers Sean Cole, Jenna 

Sherman, Jacob Rawn, Anthony Domina, 

Savannah Hodges, and Jonathan Zutt 

presented a program that included works 

by Alan Keown, Elliott Carter, Joe Tompkins, 

Josquin des Prez, and Lou Harrison.  

The School of Music presented a small 

ensembles and composition recital 

on Tuesday, November 15, in the W. 

H. Shipley Recital Hall. The program

included a harp and organ duet, a

clarinet quintet, a percussion ensemble,

piano ensemble, guitar ensemble, and

flute ensembles, performing works by

Rachel Laurin, Jules Massenet, Alan

Keown, Eric Ewazen, Robert Schumann,

Michael Praetorius, Franz Xaver Gruber,

John Francis Wade, Claude Debussy,

Johann Quantz, and Domenico Cimarosa.

The second part of the program featured

works composed by music majors

Jackson Cohen, Cadence Quick, Javier

Flores, Jr., Emily McMoran, and Jenna

Sherman, and Dr. Stefan Swanson,

Shepherd Music Live!
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assistant professor of music. 

The Wind Symphony Concert Maestros 

and Tartans on Thursday, November 17, 

in the Frank Arts Center Theater featured 

student conductors Savannah Hodges, 

Natalie McGeachy, Emily McMoran, and 

Corwin Neat, and special guest artists, 

the City of Winchester Pipes and Drums. 

Audiences packed the Frank Arts Center 

theater for the School of Music’s Annual 

Holiday Gala Concert, A Storybook Holiday, 

on Saturday, December 3, and Sunday, 

December 4. The warm and inspiring 

holiday musical tradition featured the 

Shepherd Wind Ensemble, under the 

direction of Dr. Scott Hippensteel; the 

Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Dr. 

Kurtis Adams; the Chamber Singers and 

Camerata, under the direction of Dr. Steven 

Grives; the Piano Ensemble, under the 

direction of Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao; and a guitar 

duet. The program included holiday music 

with traditional favorites and contemporary 

arrangements and a very merry holiday 

sing-along. The Sunday matinee included a 

visit from Santa.  

Last year when the School of Music 

welcomed audiences back to the Frank 

Center, we implemented the option for 

purchasing tickets in advance online. This 

year, we are pleased to be able to offer 

the option to purchase season ticket 

packages online with a discount. .¾

For an up-to-date listing of concerts for Spring 2023  and to purchase tickets 
in advance online, go to www.shepherd.edu/calendar-of-concerts
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The Shepherd University School of 

Music’s Community Music program 

presented an ensembles concert on 

Wednesday, December 7, in the Frank 

Arts Center theater. 

The concert featured performances by the 

Shepherd Community Orchestra, directed 

by Camilo Pérez-Mejía; the Shepherd 

Junior String Ensemble, directed by 

Renee Shaw Nutwell; and the Shepherd 

Community Recorder Ensemble, directed 

by Andrea Diggs.  

The Shepherd Community Orchestra’s 

program included Overture from “L’Amant 

Anonyme” by Joseph de Bologne, 

Chevalier de Saint-Georges; “Serenade for 

Strings” by Edward Elgar; and “Danzas de 

Panamá” by William Grant Still. 

The Junior Strings played an 

arrangement by Shaw Nutwell of the 

French folk song “Frére Jacques,” 

“Fiddling A-Round” by John Caponegro, 

and an arrangement by William Starr of 

“O How Lovely is The Evening.”     

The new recorder ensemble is comprised 

of community players, Shepherd students, 

and Shepherd faculty. Shepherd adjunct 

professor of flute Andrea Diggs says the 

“group is serious about the music and 

having fun” and was “excited to have its 

inaugural performance.” 

Shepherd Community Orchestra and 

Junior Strings Ensemble will hold 

auditions for the Spring 2023 semester on 

Wednesday, January 11, between 7-7:30 

p.m. All auditions will take place in the

Frank Arts Center at Shepherd University.

The Shepherd Community Orchestra is a 

student-based community ensemble in 

residence at Shepherd University under 

the direction of Camilo Pérez-Mejía. 

It provides opportunities for over 70 

local string and wind students to play 

in an orchestra of outstanding caliber. 

Shepherd University Music faculty string 

Community Music News

COMMUNITY MUSIC ENSEMBLES
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Shepherd Youth Chorus Director Dr. 

Austin Showen is pleased to announce 

a new vision for the Shepherd Youth 

Chorus (SYC). Beginning in Spring 2023, 

SYC will offer a completely free and 

non-auditioned musical experience for 

all children between the ages of 8 and 14 

in the surrounding region. Children of all 

abilities, backgrounds, and experience 

levels are welcome to join at any time! 

In the SYC, children will sing, play, move, 

and create! They will learn popular, folk, 

and choral music of diverse cultures and 

styles; they will engage in singing games, 

folk dance, and creative movement; they 

will write, arrange, and produce original 

music; and they will have the option of 

performing in a season-end concert on 

April 26. 

The SYC will meet on Wednesdays 6:15-

7:30 p.m. beginning January 11, 2023, at 

Shepherd University School of Music, Frank 

Arts Center Room 125, 260 University 

Drive, Shepherdstown. 

One can join SYC at any time—in advance, 

at the first meeting, or after the first 

meeting. One can register in person at the 

first meeting on January 11, or register via 

email by contacting SYC Director, Dr. Austin 

Showen (ashowen@shepherd.edu) or by 

contacting Community Music coordinator, 

Heather Wilson (communitymusic@

shepherd.edu). 

In addition to its ensembles, Community 

Music at Shepherd offers many 

opportunities for children, youth, and 

adults who want to study and perform 

music, including private lessons for all 

ages, early childhood music classes, 

adult group piano classes, and summer 

camps offered for middle and high 

school students for jazz, strings, 

and woodwinds. Community Music 

at Shepherd this coming summer is 

introducing a new Jazz Flute Institute for 

college and serious high school flutists.  

Registration is open for the upcoming 

Spring sessions of early childhood 

SHEPHERD YOUTH CHORUS 

Natalie McGeachy, clarinet recital 
Sunday, January 29 at 3 p.m.  
W. H. Shipley Recital Hall

Emily McMoran, composition recital 
Sunday, March 26 at 3 p.m.  
McCoy Rehearsal Hall

Alexander Strain, voice recital 
Sunday, March 26 at 5 p.m.  
W. H. Shipley Recital Hall

Savannah Williams, piano recital 
Sunday, April 16 at 3 p.m.  
W. H. Shipley Recital Hall 

Joseph Rupert, trumpet recital 
Sunday, April 16 at 5 p.m.  
W.H. Shipley Recital Hall

Sianna King, piano recital  
Sunday, April 23 at 3 p.m. 
W. H. Shipley Recital Hall

Senior recitals are free and open to the public.

coaches for the orchestra are Heather 

Austin-Stone for violin I, Renee Shaw 

Nutwell for violin II, Kathy Gleason for 

viola, Camilo Pérez-Mejía for cello. Wind, 

percussion, and string students from 

Shepherd University also participate in 

the orchestra.  

The Shepherd Community Orchestra, 

open to advanced string players in middle 

and high school and adult community 

members, meets every Wednesday 

evening 7:30-9 p.m. The Junior Strings 

Ensemble, open to elementary, middle, 

and high school age string players meets 

every Wednesday evening. Please 

contact Heather Wilson, coordinator for 

community music programs at Shepherd 

communitymusic@shepherd.edu or  

304-876-3248 to arrange an audition time.

All ages and levels are welcome to join 

the Shepherd Community Music Recorder 

Ensemble and the only requirement is 

being able to read music and knowing 

basic recorder fingerings. The first week 

of each semester will be sight-reading. 

Parts will be available for soprano, alto, 

tenor, and bass recorder. This ensemble 

meets on Mondays 6-7:30 p.m. starting 

January 9.

Tuition for each ensemble is $150 per 
semester. The ensembles will perform 
a concert on April 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Frank Arts Center theater.   ¾ 

For more information and to register, visit 
www.shepherd.edu/music/community-
program

Senior Recitals

Lorie Payne, organ recital 
Sunday, October 23 at 5 p.m.  
St. John's Episcopal Church, 
Hagerstown, MD

Corwin Neat, trombone recital 
Sunday, November 6 at 3 p.m.  
W. H. Shipley Recital Hall

Katherine Fetting, guitar recital 
Sunday, November 13 at 5 
p.m.  W. H. Shipley Recital Hall

Anthony Domina, percussion recital 
Sunday, November 20 at 3 p.m.  
McCoy Rehearsal Hall 

Meghan Butler, voice recital 
Tuesday, December 6 at 6 p.m.  
W.H. Shipley Recital Hall

FALL 2022

SPRING 2023
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The Shepherd University School of 

Music is excited to hold its 18th annual 

Honor Music Festival on Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day weekend—Friday, January 

13-Sunday, January 15, 2023. It will

include an honor jazz ensemble, choir,

and wind ensemble, and we are looking

forward to welcoming young musicians

to our campus once again for three

days of rehearsals, masterclasses, and

performances.

The Festival will feature ensembles 

comprised of the finest high school 

musicians in the four-state region 

nominated by their high school 

ensemble director. They will spend 

the weekend making music with 

each other under the guidance of 

the Shepherd University conducting 

faculty and guests. Participants will 

also enjoy performances by Shepherd 

student ensembles and benefit from 

masterclasses with faculty. 

Conductors for the 2023 Honor Music 

Festival are Shepherd University 

faculty Dr. Scott Hippensteel for the 

Wind Ensemble, Dr. Kurtis Adams for 

the Jazz Ensemble, Dr. Steven Grives 

and Dr. Robert Tudor for the Honor 

Choir. Special guest conductors will 

be Dr. Mark Lortz for the Honor Wind 

Ensemble, Amy K Bormet for the 

Honor Jazz Ensemble, and Dr. Hilary 

Apfelstadt for the Honor Choir. 

Dr. Mark Lortz has earned accolades 

as a composer, arranger, performer, 

and educator. He has been director of 

bands since 2011, and director of music 

since 2017 at Stevenson University 

(Stevenson, Maryland). He previously 

served as an adjunct music education 

professor at McDaniel College and 

Carroll Community College. From 1996 

to 2011, he was Fine Arts Department 

chair and band and orchestra director 

at Westminster High School in 

Westminster, Maryland. Dr. Lortz’s 

original music has premiered at The 

18th annual Honor Music Festival

music classes taught by Frauke Higgins. 

Musical Discoveries for age 18 months 

–3 years (with parent/caregiver) 5–5:30 p.m.

on Tuesdays, January 24–February 21,

2023. Tuition is $72 for 5-week. Music

for Preschoolers for age 4-6 years old

(with parent/caregiver) 5–5:45 p.m. on

Wednesdays, February 1–March 1, 2023.

Tuition is $82.

Registration deadline for Adult Piano Fun 

classes with instructor Susan Petzold-

Carpenter is Monday, January 9, 2023. 

The course is just for fun and offers a 

social, supportive atmosphere with no 

grades, deadlines, or recitals and meets 

on Wednesdays, January 11–March 1, 

2023. The Level I class, 6:15-7:15 p.m., 

requires no note-reading or keyboard 

experience and the Level II, 5-6 p.m., for 

those who have had the Level I class or 

minimal previous experience. Tuition for 

either class is $120 plus materials. 

Community Music at Shepherd offers 

year-round private instruction, also known 

as applied lessons, for area musicians of 

all ages and experience levels. Students 

may receive private lessons from qualified 

Shepherd music students, adjunct faculty, 

or full-time faculty members. 

For more information about 
Community Music at Shepherd 
offerings and course registration 
visit www.shepherd.edu/music/
community-program¾ 
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Midwest Clinic International Band and 
Orchestra Conference, the Bands of 
America National Percussion Festival, 
and the College Band Directors 
National Association. “The Caw of the 
Wild,” his commissioned composition 
for the Baltimore Ravens NFL team’s 
marching band, is performed at 
every Ravens home game. His music 
is published by Carl Fischer Music, 
FJH Music Company, Northeastern 
Music Publications, Peermusic, TRN, 
and Wingert-Jones music publisher. 
Dr. Lortz’s compositions have 
received awards from the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers (ASCAP) and laudatory 
reviews in Gramophone and The 
Instrumentalist magazines. They 
also made Bandworld’s Top 100 of 
band compositions and sheet music 
company JW Pepper’s Editor’s Choice. 
Dr. Lortz earned a Ph.D. in music 
education from Temple University 
and received a Boyer College of 
Music and Dance Fellowship. He 
has earned degrees in percussion 
performance, music education, and 
music composition from The Peabody 
Conservatory of Music of the Johns 
Hopkins University.  

Amy K Bormet is a pianist, vocalist, 
and composer known for her fearless 
free-wheeling style and dedication 
to creating new music. To collaborate 
with and celebrate women musicians, 
she started the annual Washington 
Women in Jazz Festival in 2011, 
directing, financing, and performing 
in an annual festival and women-
focused events throughout the year 
in the Washington, D.C. area. She has 
formed several ensembles to perform 
and record her compositions.  Los 
Angeles-based quintet, AmyAna, 
co-led with Brazilian drummer Ana 

Barreiro, released their debut album 
in 2019, and performed an east coast 
tour in October 2021. The Harold Trio, 
an instant composition ensemble 
with Tina Raymond, drums and Biggi 
Vinkeloe, saxophone/flute, released 
their second album, Open Secrets, in 
2019. Her quintet, Ephemera, a project 
of women’s poetry and improvisation, 
performed a two-week tour of Sweden. 
As an educator and a mentor, Bormet 
amplifies her performance tours 
with outreach masterclasses and 
workshops, notably at the Thailand 
International Jazz Conference at 
Mahidol University, (January 2020) and 
Los Angeles College (February 2020). 
She is a teaching artist, collaborating 
with the Kennedy Center’s newest 
programming at the REACH to present 
and perform with her all-women trio 
“the future of jazz is female” for middle 
school students. She continues to serve 
as a mentor, teaching at the summer 
program for the Washington Jazz Arts 
Institute, where she has participated since 
she was a high school student at Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts. She received 
her jazz studies piano performance B.F.A. 
from the University of Michigan, where 
she serves on the alumni board of the 
School of Music, Theatre, and Dance. 
Inspired by her University of Michigan 
professor Geri Allen, Bormet went to 
Howard University, and graduated with a 
M.F.A. in jazz studies.

Dr. Hilary Apfelstadt is professor 
emiritus director of choral 
activities and professor 
of conducting at the 
University of Toronto, 
where she was named 
the inaugural Faculty 
Teaching Excellence 
Award winner in 2013. 
She holds the Elmer Iseler 

Chair in conducting. She is also artistic 

director of Exultate Chamber Singers, a 

semi-professional ensemble in Toronto. 

Raised in Nova Scotia, she earned 

degrees from the University of Toronto, 

the University of Illinois, and the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. She 

holds an ARCT in piano performance. 

Formerly director of choral activities 

and associate director of the School 

of Music at the Ohio State University 

(1993–2010), she has conducted choirs 

at divisional and national conferences 

of the American Choral Directors 

Association (ACDA), and conducted 

the University of Toronto MacMillan 

Singers at Podium 2012, the national 

conference of Choral Canada. She has 

led choral festivals in Europe, and at 

Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center in 

New York. In 2009, she conducted 

the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in a live 

broadcast of “Music and the Spoken 

Word.” She has directed all-state 

choruses in 35 states and led the 2011 

Ontario Youth Choir. She conducted 

the 2014 National Youth Choir of 

Canada in an all-Canadian program 

in a tour of the Maritimes, culminating 

with a performance at Podium in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. For several years, 

Dr. Apfelstadt was a member of the 

Robert Shaw Festival Singers and 

recorded two Grammy Award-winning 

CDs in France.  ¾

Alumni Notes
Ashleigh Stottlemyer (BME-Instrumental, 2019) 
has taken a position as music teacher at 
Crestwood Middle School (Frederick, Maryland), 
teaching band, orchestra, and chorus. 
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Dr. Austin Showen, director of music 
education, had a productive spring 
and summer teaching in-service 
music educators and presenting at 
state and international conferences. In 
April, Dr. Showen gave a presentation, 
“Popular Music in the General Music 
Classroom” at the online West 
Virginia Music Educators Association 
conference. In June, Dr. Showen 
presented a paper, “Living With Our 
Monsters: Reading Literacy [Kodály] 
Through Posthumanism” with Dr. 
Cathy Benedict (Western University, 
Ontario, Canada) at the joint 32nd 
MayDay Group Colloquium and 4th 
Symposium for LGBTQ Studies and 
Music Education hosted online by 
the University of Oregon. In July, Dr. 
Showen taught online Kodály Level 
III pedagogy, musicianship, and folk 
song research for the University 
of Montevallo Kodály Institute in 
Alabama. In late September, Dr. 
Showen presented a research poster, 
“Troubling Emotions: Social Justice 
and Social-Emotional Learning in Music 
Education” with Dr. Matthew Fiorentino 
(Arizona State University) at the 
Society for Music Teacher Education 
Symposium hosted by the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Heather Austin-Stone, adjunct violin/
viola professor; Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao, 
associate professor of music/coordinator 
of Keyboard Program; Lorie Payne, 
organ major; and Mark King, adjunct 
organ professor, presented music of 
Cesar Franck, commemorating the 
200th anniversary of his birth at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, Hagerstown, 
Maryland, on June 10. The program 
featured works for violin and piano, solo 
piano, and solo organ.  

Dr. Candice Mowbray was a featured 
lecturer for the International Guitar 
Competition Ida Presti in Croatia 
(online). She completed a multi-year 
project working with internationally 
renowned artist Berta Rojas as a 
music advisor and researcher for 
the album, Legado. The album 
has been nominated for two Latin 
Grammy Awards in the categories of 
Best Classical Album and Best New 
Contemporary Classical Composition. 
The album honors the legacies of two 
of guitar history’s most outstanding 
performers, Ida Presti and Maria 
Luisa Anido, and contributes to the 
recognition of women in music history. 
Dr. Mowbray appears in promotions 
for the album and was acknowledged 
in Berta Rojas’s interview in Acoustic 
Guitar Magazine 

She has been commissioned to 
compose three set pieces for the 
Marlow Guitar International Myrna 
Sislen Youth Competition which will 
be held in March and April 2023. Each 
work is an homage to a great woman 
in the history of the guitar: Ida Presti, 
Maria Luisa Anido, and Luise Walker.

Dr. Mowbray adjudicated the All Virginia 
Guitar Auditions for the Virginia Music 
Educators Association and was a guest 
lecture at the Southern Guitar Festival 
at the North Carolina School for the 
Arts in October 2022. 

She continued her work as an education 
and grant specialist for Marlow Guitar 
International and gave the pre-concert 
lecture for a performance by Berta 
Rojas on the John E. Marlow Guitar 
Series. She composed her first original 
guitar ensemble work which was 
commissioned and premiered by the 

PAVAN summer program in July 2022 
directed by Michael Delalla. 

She gave the premiere of Cam Millar’s 
“Winter Dance” for two electric guitars 
in duet with her husband Danny Webber. 
Mowbray commissioned the work with 
support from the Maryland State Arts 
Council. A video and recording release 
are planned for this winter. 

Dr. Mowbray gave the premiere 
performance of Matthew Cochran’s 
“Prelude and Stomp,” a concert work 
written for solo electric guitar. Performed 
electric guitar with the Maryland 
Symphony Orchestra for their tribute to 
Aretha Franklin concert and performed 
electric guitar with the Maryland 
Symphony Orchestra for their youth 
concerts in a program that ranged from 
music by Vivaldi to Johnny B. Goode. 

Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao and Dr. Erica Rumbley 
have been invited to perform “Snazzy 
Sonata for piano duet” by Judith Lang 
Zaimont at the 2023 Music by Women 
International Festival at the Mississippi 
University for Women in Columbus, 
Mississippi, March 2-4, 2023. 

With the support of a Summer 
Professional Development Grant from 
Shepherd, Dr. Kurtis Adams is finishing 
work on a new recording of original 
compositions and arrangements for 
soprano saxophone, cello, guitar, piano, 
bass, and drums. The compositions 
were written to focus on the quiet 
energy a jazz group can produce. Three 
Shepherd faculty are featured on the 
recording, Camilo Perez-Meija (cello), 
Peter Heiss (guitar), and Kevin Pace 
(bass), along with Washington, D.C. 
drummer Larry Ferguson. Release of 
the album is anticipated in late April or 
early May 2023  ¾

Faculty Notes
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Salon Series
The 2022-2023 Shepherd Music 
Salon Series, sponsored by Jefferson 
Security Bank, kicked off on Thursday, 
September 1, in the Butcher Center 

Plaza with the Shepherd Faculty Jazz 
Ensemble. Saxophonist Dr. Kurtis Adams, 

director of the Shepherd University 

School of Music, and Shepherd adjunct 

faculty bassist Kevin Pace, guitarist Peter 

Heiss, pianist Bob Sykes, and drummer 

Kelton Norris, presented a smoking-hot 

set of jazz music. 

Rhythm, Spice, and Everything Nice 

on Thursday, October 6, in the W. H. 
Shipley Recital Hall featured Shepherd 

University School of Music faculty 

members Andrea Diggs on flute, Bob 

Sykes on piano, Kevin Pace on bass, 

and Kelton Norris on drums in a night of 

rhythmic flare as they played through 

the history of jazz flute, with the sounds 

of Jobim, Piazzolla, and so much more.  

On Thursday, February 2, 2023, 7:30 
p.m., internationally renown soprano 

Jennifer Wilson will join Shepherd 

University faculty baritone Dr. Bobb 

Robinson, accompanied by pianist Steven 

Gathman, in the W. H. Shipley Recital Hall. 

The performance, free and open to the 

public, will feature duets and arias from 

German Romantic Opera, including works 

of Beethoven, Wagner, and Richard Strauss. 

Shepherd faculty harpist Dr. Tula 

Ruggiero and guest artist bassist Ray 

Irving will perform an eclectic program 

of works for harp and bass on Thursday, 

March 9, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. The 

performance, in the W. H. Shipley Recital 

Hall, is free and open to the public.  

The final Salon Series concert on 

Sunday, April 6, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. will 

feature Shepherd faculty—pianist Dr. 

Yu-Hsuan Liao, violinist Heather Austin-

Stone, and cellist Camilo Peréz-Mejía—for 

an exploration of lesser-known works for 

piano trio. The performance, in the W. H. 

Shipley Recital Hall, is free and open to 

the public.  ¾

The Shepherd University School of Music 
was pleased to welcome Dr. Steven 
Grives to campus as visting assistant 
professor and director of choral activities 
for the 2022-23 academic year. A 
native of New York, Dr. Grives has held 
numerous positions across the country in 
his nearly 25-year career as a conductor 
and educator. Dr. Grives’ responsibilities 
include directing the choral ensembles 
and teaching conducting. 

On October 28, the choral area presented 
their annual Fall Choral Concert and 
Vocal Showcase. The Camerata and 
Chamber Singers presented a diverse 

program by women, BIPOC, and other 
historically underrepresented composers, 
including Lita Grier, B.E. Boykin, Ysaye 
Barnwell, Rosephanye Powell, and 
Shireen Abu-Khader. In addition, several 
vocal majors performed solo works on 
the concert, highlighting their work in the 
vocal studios. Student soloists included 
Benjamin Smith, Brianna Schmück, 
Matthew Green, Zoey Breakall, Sarah 
Seelinger, and Meghan Butler.  

Shepherd’s Masterworks Chorale 
performed Part I of Handel’s Messiah 
and Mozart’s motet “Ave verum corpus” 
to a large audience in the Frank Center 

Theater on November 12. Led by Dr. 
Grives, the 60-voice chorale was joined 
by an orchestra comprised of local 
professionals, and a cadre of student 
soloists —Ashley Albright, Matthew Green, 
Lawren Hill, Charity Meyer, Benjamin 
Smith, and Xander Strain.  

The choirs closed the semester with a 
performance at the annual Holiday Gala 
and look forward to welcoming Dr. Hilary 
Apfelstadt to campus in January as guest 
conductor of the Honor Festival Chorus, 
January 13-15, 2023. 

- Dr. Steven Grives ¾

Choral Notes 
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Mark your calendars for this year’s Musical 

Showcase for Scholarships scheduled 

for 7:30 pm on Saturday, April 1, 2023. 

The theme for the evening’s program is 

“Reunion” and will highlight exceptional 

alumni alongside faculty and current 

students of the Shepherd University 

School of Music, performing together in 

efforts to raise much-needed scholarship 

funds. 

Over the past five years, this event 

has brought in over $200,000 for 

student recruitment and retention. The 

phenomenal support from the Musical 

Showcase for Scholarships is essential to 

the School of Music maintaining enrollment 

and reaching the projected enrollment of 

120 strategically selected music majors.  

The 2023 Musical Showcase committee 

is being chaired by Dr. Marcia Brand and 

Dr. Alan Gibson, and Honorary Chair 

Shepherd University President Dr. Mary J. 

C. Hendrix. For more information about 

the Musical Showcase and how you 

can support our students at Shepherd, 

please contact Christine Meyer, Shepherd 

University Foundation, at 304-876-5526 

or cmeyer@shepherd.edu. 

For up-to-date information visit  

shepherd.edu/music/musicshowcase. 

Musical Showcase for Scholarships 
—save the date! 




