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ABOUT THE MAJOR
If music is your life, you will find a home in Shepherd’s School of Music. Our accredited Bachelor 
of Arts in Music program offers a diverse range of musical and educational experiences that will 
prepare you for a successful career or graduate education. You will grow your network in small 
classes, where you will receive individualized attention from faculty and guest artists. With various 
musical ensembles, a wind symphony, a student orchestra, and a marching band for you to join, you 
will enrich your talents while receiving an invaluable educational experience.  

CONTACT US

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE PROGRAM, CONTACT

Dr. Kurtis Adams
Director of the School of Music
Frank Center 109
kadams02@shepherd.edu
304-876-5237

LEARN MORE
www.shepherd.edu/music

APPLY NOW
www.shepherd.edu/apply

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS
Ikenberry Hall 103
Shepherd University
P.O. Box 5000
301 North King Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443-5000

304-876-5212
www.shepherd.edu/admissions
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CONCENTRATIONS
l General Music
l Composition
l Piano Pedagogy

COURSES YOU WILL TAKE
l MUSC 100 - First Year Seminar for Music  
 Majors
l MUSC 103 – Music Theory I
l MUSC 104 – Aural Skills I
l MUSC 140 - Intermediate Keyboard Skills
l MUSC 309 – Entrepreneurship in Music
l MUSC 310 - Music History I: Antiquity to  
 Early Classical

AUDITION REQUIREMENT
Acceptance into the Shepherd University 
School of Music is a dual application 
process. Students planning to major in any 
of Shepherd University’s Music Degree 
Programs must apply and be accepted 
into the University and must audition 
for acceptance into the music program. 
Email admission@shepherd.edu for more 
information. 

LIBERAL ARTS 
CORE CURRICULUM
Shepherd’s liberal arts approach to 
education will prepare you for a career in 
your chosen field, but will also ready you to 
be a leader in the 21st century. Employers 
today are more likely to hire liberal arts 
graduates who have mastered soft skills 
like critical thinking, reasoning, teamwork, 
communication, creativity, and empathy.

ACCREDITATIONS
The National Association of Schools of Music 
(NASM) accredits all degree programs 
offered with Shepherd University’s School 
of Music. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
In addition to the Core Curriculum and 
the B.A. Foreign Language Requirement, 
43 credit hours of music core classes are 
required. 16-21 hours of elective courses 
and 10-15 hours of courses dedicated to 
concentration are also required. 

MINOR OPTIONS
A minor for music is offered, requiring 15 
credit hours of required music courses and 3 
hours of electives. 
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COMBINE THIS MAJOR WITH
Business Administration l Education l Psychology l Theater

Scan this QR code to fill out 
the audition entrance form!
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DEDICATED FACULTY
to Assist Students in 
Achieving Their Career Goals

WHY SHEPHERD? OUR PROGRAM POINTS OF PRIDE

l Music graduates have starred on 
 Broadway and world tours, become 
 recording artists, and have joined 
 nationally known ensembles including 
 the United States Navy Band and The 
 Sea Chanters.

l The Shepherd University School of 
 Music was ranked in the Top-100 Best 
 Value Colleges for Music Majors by Great 
 Value Colleges. 

l Many Shepherd music graduates have 
 gone on to prestigious graduate 
 schools of music that include Peabody, 
 Northwestern, Ithaca, Eastman, Arizona 
 State, and Manhattan School of Music. 

At Shepherd, 
YOUR future is OUR top priority

FUTURE
OF 

THE

YOU

GET INVOLVED

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Walker Williams ‘15
Music Composition

Doctoral Candidate in Music 
Composition

Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia is the United States’ oldest and largest 
music fraternity and the third largest social fraternity in the 
United States. Share your love for music with other students 
in Shepherd University’s Xi Epsilon chapter. 

Sigma Alpha Iota
Sigma Alpha Iota is the international music fraternity. 
Shepherd’s Eta Tau chapter strives to encourage and 
support women musicians and cultivate excellence in music 
performance. 

Ram Band
Open to all students, the Ram Band Marching Band performs 
for half time at football games, in the Founder’s Day and 
Homecoming parades, and in events in the community.  

Instrumental and Voice Ensembles
Shepherd University is home to a vast array of musical 
ensembles for you to join: Chamber Singers, Jazz Ensemble, 
Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, Masterworks Chorale, 
Camerata Soprano/Alto Choice, Percussion Ensemble, and 
more.  

“As a doctoral candidate in music composition, I’m 
glad that I chose to go to a liberal arts college like 
Shepherd for my bachelor’s degree. My career in music 
has interfaced with so many different fields, not just 
other arts and humanities, but science, technology, 
and math. Making that kind of cross-disciplinary 
collaboration work has required not just musical 
skills but also a familiarity with those other fields. At 
Shepherd, my music education was balanced with 
studies across a breadth of different disciplines, with 
courses in philosophy and Appalachian studies leaving 
as much of a mark on my personal and professional 
development as in music theory and composition.”


