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The Master of Arts in College Student Development 
and Administration is a 36-credit-hour program for 
those who have completed a bachelor’s degree and 
are interested in pursuing or advancing a career in 
student affairs or enrollment management. 

The program combines courses in student development 

theory, assessment, and research methodologies 
with required practicum experiences. ¾

Pictured above: Students enrolled in CSDA 613:  
The Higher Education Student with their incredible 
instructor, Dr. David Lovett. 
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Announcing the fall 2023 
CSDA elective

Prejudice & Stereotyping (CSDA 599A) 
with Dr. Lindsey Levitan  
 
The course explores the psychological  
processes underlying prejudice, stereotyping, 
and discrimination through review and discussion 
of the scientific research in the area. The 
course examines the psychological structure 
of prejudice, stereotypes, and discrimination, 
how they differ from each other, and how they 
influence each other. The root causes of each 
are discussed, as well as how prejudices differ 
as a function of the target of prejudice and of 
culture. The course emphasizes implications of 
this knowledge for how best to reduce or prevent 
prejudice and its consequences. ¾Dr. Lindsey Levitan, Associate Professor of Psychol-

ogy at Shepherd 
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Shepherd University’s 150th Commencement 
was held on May 6, 2023, which included a 
Graduate Ceremony to recognize the outstand-
ing achievements of master’s and doctoral 
degree candidates. Fourteen CSDA students 
graduated and were awarded a Master of Arts 
degree. Congratulations to our graduates!  

The following students earned their Master 
of Arts in College Student Development and 
Administration: Jessica Anders, Dana Burcker, 
Carlos Castillo, Tessa Chafin, Kell Clothier,  
Juneau Daggs, Jessica Gill, Erin Lee, Donna 
Miller, Jake Murray, Debra Saunders, Taylor 
Seitzinger, Kristi Veach-Ross, and Hannah Zajac  

Chi Sigma Alpha, an international honors society, 
is comprised of graduate students, alumni, 
faculty, and student affairs professionals to 
promote and recognize excellence in academics, 
research, and service to the profession of student 
affairs. The Epsilon chapter of Chi Sigma Alpha 
was founded at Shepherd University in 2010.

New Membership

To be considered for membership in Chi Sigma 
Alpha, candidates must earn a cumulative graduate 
G.P.A. of 3.7 or higher and complete at least 9 
credits in the CSDA program. Listed below are the 
newest chapter officers and recent inductees. ¾ 

Spring 2023 Inductees 

Karen Escobar - Vice President  
Ki Rakestraw - Secretary  
Tanna Rakestraw - Treasurer  
Paola C. Torres - President 

Fall 2022 Inductees 

Taylor Seitzinger  
Erin Lee  
Juneau Daggs  
Jake Murray  
Kristi Veach-Ross  
Hannah Zajac 

Chi Sigma Alpha 

CSDA 2023  
graduation!

Pictured above: (top) Fall 2022 inductees; (bottom, left) Hannah Zajac holding her certificate; (bottom, right) 
The newly elected officers of Chi Sigma Alpha; top (l. to r.): Ki Rakestraw, Secretary; Tanna Rakestraw, Treasurer. 
bottom (l. to r.) Karen Escobar, Vice President; Paola C. Torres, President.

Pictured above: (left, top) CSDA Program Coordinator Dr. Ann Wendle, with Kristi Veach-Ross; left, bottom   
(l. to r.) Jess Anders, Dana Burcker, Carlos Castillo, and Donna Miller; right (l. to r.) Juneau Daggs, Jessica Gill, and Erin Lee
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CSDA student 
highlights  

In addition to their graduate coursework, many students in the CSDA program also participate in 
graduate assistantships on campus or work full-time in roles related to student affairs. Our program 
participants can experience professional development opportunities and other student-centered 
projects as part of their educational and professional journeys. 

Featured below are just a few personal and professional highlights from our incredible students!  

Jess Anders, director of Accessibility Services 
at Shepherd, enjoyed collaborating with various 
offices on campus! Jess volunteered with other 
Shepherd staff to make peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for students. For her practicum 
experience, Jess worked with the Advising 
Assistance Center where she created promo-
tional materials, helped undergraduate students 
schedule classes, and registered incoming 
students at new student orientation. 

Juneau Daggs, a former graduate assistant 
for Shepherd’s Student Success Center, was 
recently awarded the Staff Civility Award 
by the Stubblefield Institute’s Civility Club. 
Juneau was a Success Coach for two years as 
part of his assistantship. Juneau worked with 
undergraduate students one-on-one and helped 
them navigate various student services offered 
at the University. Juneau also helped students 
develop time and stress management skills as 
well as personal accountability.  

Erin Lee, graduate assistant for athletic 
administration, is pictured with Shepherd’s 
lacrosse coaching and support staff. On Faculty 
and Staff Appreciation Day, Erin received special 
recognition from the lacrosse team. 
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Jessica Gill (center), alumni and annual giving 
coordinator for the Shepherd University Alumni 
Association, was an integral member of the 
Professional Connections Day team! The Office 
of Alumni Affairs joined forces with Career Ser-
vices to host Professional Connections Day, a 
free one-day networking event where students 
had the opportunity to speak with profession-
als from various industries.   

Paola C. Torres, graduate assistant for the 
Advising Assistance Center, joined director of 
Advising Christina Reich (CSDA ’15) and director 
of Career Services Matt Hoffman (CSDA ’21) at 
the National Academic Advising Association 
Region 2 Conference. 

Karen Escobar (front row, left), academic 
coordinator for TRIO Upward Bound,  
attended a Council for Opportunity in  
Education conference in San Diego,  
California, in September 2022.  

Ki Rakestraw, graduate assistant for Multicultural 
Student Affairs and Title IX, helped present a 
BIPOC panel about the experiences of students 
and community members on racial injustices in 
society, ranging from racial differences in aca-
demia, health care, politics, and more. 

What’s on your 
nightstand? 
Students, faculty, and staff at Shepherd 
University were asked to share and recom-
mend books that had profound impacts on 
them. Visit your local library and give these 
books a read! 

• The 5 Second Rule by Mel Robbins 

• The How of Happiness by Sonja 
Lyubomirsky 

• Killing the Black Body by Dorothy 
Roberts 

• Know My Name by Chanel Miller  

• Lost & Found by Kathryn Schulz  

• A Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin 

• Tyrant: Shakespeare on Politics by 
Stephen Greenblatt 

So, what are you reading? 

Please submit your book recommendation for 
inclusion in the next newsletter to ptorres@
shepherd.edu. (Submissions need not be in 
APA format...but brownie points if you do!) 
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Students graduating with a Master of 
Arts in College Student Development and 
Administration are required to present 
their final capstone project in the form of a 
PechaKucha to an audience of friends, family, 
CSDA alumni, and evaluators. Graduating 
students also present posters that summarize 
their research and findings.  

The CSDA graduating class of 2023 gave 
their PechaKucha presentations on April 
27. Capstone topics varied greatly; topics 
included how to best serve LGBTQ+ student 
populations, diversity in college and university 
marketing, best social justice practices, 
nontraditional students, and more. ¾

Final Capstone 
PechaKuchas and 
poster presentations

While pursuing a master’s degree is a rigorous 
yet rewarding endeavor, the experience is 
enriched by empowering faculty, staff, and 
student relationships! The students in the 
CSDA program prioritize forming a solid sense 
of community within their cohorts, program, 
and campus.  ¾

The CSDA Community

Pictured above: The CSDA Class of 2023 at their 
PechaKucha and poster presentation. (l. to r.): Donna 
Miller, Hannah Zajac, Kell Clothier, Jake Murray, Taylor 
Seitzinger, Carlos Castillo, Dana Burcker, Juneau 
Daggs, Jessica Gill, Erin Lee, Kristi Veach-Ross, and 
Jessica Anders.
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Alumni Updates 

Beth Kane ’19 is currently the assistant director of 
accessibility Services at Shenandoah University 
in Winchester, Virginia. 

In addition to working in accessibility services, 
Beth has been an adjunct faculty, teaching 
study skills, and she co-wrote a chapter in a 
textbook case studies companion. Beth enjoys 
the company of her rescue dog, Jack the Red 
Tick Hound.  

Rachael McLoud-Brophy ‘14 is the academic 
advising coordinator for the Department of 
Psychology at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington.  

Rose Tribby ’17 was recently hired as the  
coordinator of student engagement at 
Bridgewater College in Bridgewater, Virginia. 
Additionally, she got engaged on April 13, 2023, 
in front of the Millennium Falcon at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios in Florida! 

Matt Myers, Ed.D. ’16 is the associate director of Course Management for the NYU Stern Endless Frontier 
Labs Program in the NYU Stern School of Business. 

Dr. Myers recently moved from a position at the Georgetown School of Business to Brooklyn for this 
position at NYU in Manhattan. Since his doctoral defense at George Washington (2020), he has taken a 
break from research but plans to get back to it soon!  

Samantha Zurbuch ’11 is the Servicewide 
Volunteers-In-Parks Program manager. She 
supports the development of policy, strategy, 
and standards regarding volunteer management 
training and resources. 


